To the Kieresd 
Dean of St. iP A112 L S's Reflections 


ON THE 
RECToR of SUTTON, Cc, 


WHEREIN 


L | 

The Principles and PraGtices of the Non-conformiſts are not 
- only vindicated by Scripture, but by Dr. Stilling fleet's Rational 
Account, as well as his lrenicum; as alſo by the Writings of 
the Lord Falkland, Mr. Hales, Mr. Ghillingworth, exc. 


am 


By the ſame Hand, vb.ncenr Alzop 


| To which is added, | 
 - $t. Paul's Work Promoted ; - 
_— OR, IP 


Proper Materials drawn from The true and only way of Concord '< 

| "and Pleas for Peace, and other late Writings of 'Mr. Richard 
*Baxter, for-uniting Proteſtant Diſſenters, and repairing a [ 

I "Divided Church, | 

| p -— th; a S 5 TT Oe EOS. 

I LONDON, \ 

-»+ Printed by FJ. D. to be Sold by Richard Janeway, in Queens- 
"Mo Head Alley in-Pater-nofter-Row, 1631, * +. 
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To the Reverend | 
Dt an of St. PAULS'sS 
REFLECTIONS 
ON THE 
RECTOR of SurToN; oc) - 


Ow thanks ( Sir ) for your Token 3 I would have faid New- 
| Tears-Gift, had it come about a Fortnight ſooner. Some told 
me latcly an Anſwer was coming forth to my | Notes upon the 
DoQor's Sermon 3 but I could not imagin how I ſhould haye + 

a fair and juſt Anſwer from ExDy without his putting forth eager Editjon 

of his Irenicwm, (and it mult be Anather indeed, Sire Hi from the 


former 3 ) or clſc giving ys an Tadex iwito th rv nt 4 Wc 
may know what he would have expu ;..or ( which would 
of rot 
tions, ſhewing in what Particulars, and ypon! what Gro! 
His Mipd is face chan 
a Og: his Vlarminous Wiiting of his, which mull, pak 
for a Confutgtion AT ſwcr >ak + {can 908 £ little. or 8othing Gid 
to me, that were: 8,908 
4 5 Ra Joon which x) i} lake, pa accqune of what 
it ſcems Pre excth as,an Appendie, at 
( fe eg 


moſt ſatisfaQory, ang not unreaſonable ) Sn Fr apr pb 
Upon the p | | 
Concluſions he lays down "in his Prefeee, 
pe 2, ER ) and 
thougln wy my Glf IO ar 
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: T3) 
and offended,. ty ſce but an. Kxemple-le 
would he have withſtood any Cont, or more!) that were for tffabla ing fo 
a Rale ? | Yet the DoRtor tells us, he is certain; he did | not . miſtake' the 
ſence of his Text, Preface pogs 63+ ly een 

But let ſach things paſs, as the DoQor hath pleaſed to do. And if he 
had let all paſs. that hath been ſaid, that the Controverſies he hath raiſed, 
might have been laid aſleep, or had ufed other Methods and Meaſures 
than he hath taken, I ſhould have been better ſatisfied, than:I can be with 
his preſent Anſwer. Tam ſorry we did not all put him in mind 'of chat, 
Preſtat motos componere fluius. However (Sir) I muſt acknowledg your 
Kindneſs, in ſending me this | Impartial Account, &c. ] ( as it is called ) 
and that you have ſince furniſhed me with his | Rational Account. alſo; 
wherein you have greatly pleaſured me. Many Years finte-I:Jooked:inro. 
it, and doubted not, ( when, I was writing thoſe former: Papers.) but 
could have made ſome uſe of it 3 but I could not then meet. with the :Book; 
for want of which I looked on thoſe Collections as incompledte. 1 >: 

Truly. ( Sir ) I was in hopes the learned Doctor had retained that ſame 
Spirit of Moderation towards his diſſenting Brethren, which thoſe fober. 
moderate Principles he hath publiſhed, and commended unto'others here« 
tofore, ſpake him to have. How ſirange is it, that the Reverend Doctor, 
ſhould ever forget the Redor of Sutton? And is it not as ſtrange, that he 
ſhould be for ftilencing ſuch a one ( as of Sciſmatical Principles?) Or to 
ſpeak more plainly, ſhould be aſhamed to own him in that worthy Work, 
ſo full of Learning and Judgment, meriting Praiſe, rather than Cen(ure : 
But it is too plain here, he hath deſerted the Redor of Sutton, and that in 
a Matter wherein he was in the right, and bad the ſtrongeſt Reaſon on his ſidez 
and hath given up the Cauſe to ſuch an impoling Party, as before he had 
condemned. And what is the matter, that the Reverend DoGor is {0 
highly offended at me, for defiring he would renew his old Acquaintance 
with one ſo near him,and be friends again ? None in the World being nearer 
to him, if that be true, Proximus ſum egomet mihi ; unleſs he will ſay, 'and 
make that good ( in none of the belt ſence) Ego non ſun ego. : Now ÞF ang 
heartily ſorry, if we may ſee Reaſon to change our Opinion of. him;; avhe ſays 
we may, of ſome Perſons, as well ss Things, in twenty. Tears time, (Prefdts 


J 
% 
_—_ 


pag. 76.) 


Sure I am, it either does, or ought to grieve me at heart, to ſee his 
Hand at ſuchdividing Work, who of all the dignified Perfons im England; 


{> Lhad thought, was.ſpecially engaged, and hoped. alſo,. was: as; well en 


elined, topromote Union what. in hini lay 5 but not to widen Differences, 
by. preffing and pleading fo hard for. Divididg-Terms: © When xertain' 


& Biſhops were met, that ſought! nothing more, than. that poor Arhanafuun 
. B 2 | 


as J 
X k. BE "= k 
: F > ; 
: . ” - we: 
4 As; ""_ 
4 - q r& "SY 
. - . " 
Way, how-much: ©" Mf 
= - AM > th. 
*. © * - wy 
».: HB 
_= | Sf 


Ce ar 


ht. —_ 


pure 


<p2aony a,5em 22191 214 *{regoSoU Seat tet] 220U1 01 p, nadwos SINUS) PP 


pur -/»/aiv7' 5p. tk ur 212M ( w2jrſnwf{.qe 5) S2m2[ 33 Juome 
01 pawoJuo) a7] S2JuQUIALIY. 2JQyL.pUy — *af -v # 2294 1 aa, 308 
940/, *02*6*40.7 1. [Ju sAxy naktany paroudar snya 0144 jrrg aryody 24 L 
e San, 291 op w 394] 01, 22112125) 394 moqz fp1jodwoo hggy *b1 117,109 SAT 
«022; mim] 21101 frwfuor) 01 43areuy 32 SH2ANAG-I NUR 21 UMBIP 
IArey pnom 2Q Ajuo A FALSE A S1y Ay 3ey2 103 pang 3q 04 $a ng a yody 
2 *2u9jard-3e 22yrg. Acur 2014 2u0 $11, 2Y ge (SI 2H Wong puny 
Aur 03 [ſam 09 31/2u0p yg 2y vaya {15rd hoop 2ſee ue 28 payunon 
ary pinoy x (y{ngy 3y3 Jo SINOUIACH PUP SIpInd 2[qUTÞul SE yy g 
kq paeugiyimumo? se Sajyody Se) 21, payjnqeys. 2aey prod zoutamny 2 you 
m719t 1249 pjnoas 22931u 4ou ppp S51yody 3y32 3213 204d 03 wand pry 
2y J1-3ng *4u5p pjnom 21 SJaþ yon. pue fury 13q0J Ou 32y3 *3UaPIAI 
pue-2e9]Þ oj aq 02 43332, 212 Jurye ©r1or4aſſy uield ST 22y3EL 40 ©ouptſ 
foo: 2u1TO3 $.x010q Iy3 woyy anJae 01 3u512yny 21 2w3noys | 212y 0 
*maqs fo (uv uz; airſ JT qtIuaizy pur 2940] ,, 


2q4 pajya3ue? jou anrq 7 ,, *£6E 'Iod puy *quxunday 317 yoo 2rqu Burquen ,, . 


awyop 1; *EEE Bod sr Ar] am 1ounr)d 3y ( 24159u00 1) 2b fapnuos 
1144 4ay3 ajoddry x 512430 03 yya1dat ay 3euas (67 (Fog n2myay ) «© Shrp 
41X09 "IN JEU S2APMA 2y Of pay *erpHlgqg (P14230.0 STY2 0), Pom uo 
Jou $4rj ay (*'9L1 0; Eg1 *Ioq ) *$uorpalqo ne wor 182.1, 212 122215 03 
SpU21a1d ay 212ym *2412Jqo Þ 33% | 'g1 73 L111 ford worng fo wnry 


*ZIA | ( wny y31a4 any ou Str ypruya ). ©? yo qorſ iq Yrwar 03 SUEHTIU 


$Ja1d 03 24243 pajoddny 2q 3ou pjnoyy ajyody 2y3 *smMo01jo0y Ajule? JT uy; 
*o[n.e yuJ'2tfqeyo 2ary 2385 pnoa 2ou amy qanpou pry Aays 31 puy 
100 pry SUey12gy 2nratiwreg-dryg pur $21yody 293 'P[20M 2ÞÞ PI23 Yry 


J13Jwny ay'se amy tary 513 pa4jdde 11 aary pjnom a0y0Qq 22 ©2;7y 


a4ſ1qny/a Ip 22ys puy (91 *E 719q ) 4q wiem SUenyrayy 2at2y plnom 
2Jyody 2y1 ajxy aur 1ey2 ST a mmyamding Iy3 10A 21 3FY f' 'ax3T, 
$1q rapiſug Sem 2y 223 420y0Qq 2y3 03 pazrayuowop pry 1 3y38noy2 7 + 
8 6  *J1 UT Wt 14yuos 
01 21djay ary 10 ©11 03u7 atm pI] Jaey nok ©xoxrg oe nm 2q 1 jj *wnſ medp 
22 Y *opaio ponb zſo 4044J 35 *wny 02 Ary 02 Jets Jary Akew Aur ©eok.. amo 
nq q 4nmouy ao Jun 1ajuy Aopr3sney pre moNIJ © Yaals 
2Ary G3 .pur *pa22pyuod jam 2Aey 03. wny 103 Jeivop-JÞg AnnuguT 
*(r2wq!y JO Se 11m Se *Kgauon pur 212ſef, 30 py UE u32q aary plnoa 
11 yurys uy jenrdur 21m (2mm ou awen' 03) lang jury AN 
*Jurqomd axe ( a3 x) way zo amo (334 fOayry 22a1F 
Ul 22m 222m kown 32quuamar x yanoy3 ) yon, ©114gy anjrery, Aw 30 


2u0-Se yon oz Jo 25N0u 2X23 03 S2JrJyPnoa 21 4240 3213 *PUy JOuuro x 


E _ 
( - - 
* : 
. ; _y F. 
_ » 
. M; | 
. s «5 \ 
e - l ? - . -—_—_ 
F m. © * % . x 1 T Y Y% ry . 


RP > wars 


. . ® 
tat RISE bat! i ol 
- S = oo Eh $1 C. 5 
OO Fs i oy en 
; ru , 
C5 


| | | C9 7 - - + mo 
of the Lawfulneſs 6f keeping ( in- publick Y either thoſe days of Tharks- 
' giving for Vicories;/ or of Faſting and Prayer for a Bleſſing on thoſe Corm- 
fels, and Forces that then were, ( as appointed ) it _—_— that Mr, 
} S. preached in my place upoti one of theſe' Fali-days (TI ſuppoſe at the 
* Requeſt of ſome, but unknown to me ) The Text in Dent. For this is 
Wiſdom 8&c. which ſome remember till, though it is about twenty Years 
fince, when I ( at the ſame time ) had a private Meeting at St. Lawrence's, 
asone called it, This I confeſs may look ſomething like a perſonal Re. 
fiction 3 but my end here is, that you would be pleaſed to reſolve me theſe 
ies, Viz 

Whether ever you accounted this A& Schiſmatical, preaching withour 
the Confent of the Reffor of the Pariſh? Or the Aſſembly that joyned, 
at that time, Schifmaticks? Yet was here no breach of Order. Or were 
there no-Churches in Exglan# then, or till your eſtablifht Rule came in?- 
And yet, Sir, I had never th&tefs Efteem of Mr. S: at that time, or of 
ethers, who were ſatisfied topo farther than I durſt. | 

Again, Whether was our private Mecting at that time a ſinful Con- 
venticle, when the far greater part of the Pariſh was with him at Church ? 
F hope you will grant it was a lawful, becaufe- a Loyal Conventicle. 

But fo much to- your Refle&ion on the Title of my former Papers. 
Now Sir, conſider whether we have not more juſt Exceptions againſt this 
ef yours. 

(1.) The anreafonableneſ+ of Separation. | Here 1.. Conſider whether 
you do not condemn that as Separation, which is not. And is that rea- 
fonable? All Aﬀemblies, diſtin from yours, are not ſeparate Meetings, 
as the Word'is ufed in an evilſencez- no, though they differ in fome un- 
neceffary Mode, or Circumſtances of Worſhip; many: that ordinarily joyn 
with you in the ſubſtantial parts off Worſhip, and meet not in Oppokition 3 
yet I cannot difcern, but their Meetings fall under your Cenſure, as much 
as others, becauſe they keep not to your eſtabliſh*d Rule, when ( Preface 
pag. 40. ) you ſpeak of an wnaceountable Separation, without regard to the great- 
neſ+ or ſmalnefs of Pariſhes, 8c. doth not that imply, that there may be ſome 
Account given for afſembling to worſhip God, where there is a regard to 
chis, to the Abilities and Picty of Miniſters, and to-the Peace and Order 
of the Church ? And therefore the thing is not ſo wnreaſoneble as you would 
make'it, (2.) What if Iprove (in examining your Three Concluftons ) 
from the Principles you lay down in your Ireniewm; and ' Rational Account: 
' too, that many are neceſſitated to ſeparate from your Communion 3: Is 
Separation unrcaſoneble, when neceffary * Or will you allow othcrs to: 
tay, that there youhave pleaded for wareaſonable Separation ?- 


(2.) An 
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WIS, © One os 3 
ſhould diſcern -no Sinfulneſs in theſe things. — Could not Latimer, or Brad- 
ford, or ſuch boly, mortified Men as they, diſcern ſo much as a Mote of Unlaw- 
lawfulneſs ? &c, OTE; LY 

Its granted, they were Learned, Pions; Excellent Men 3 yet it need 
not ſcem ſtrange; much leſs incredible, that- ſuch worthy Men ſhould in 
ſome things mitiake. Does not A. B; Lad tell you, Reformation is ſo dif- 
ficult a: Work; and ſubjet to ſo many Pretentions, that *tis almoſt impoſſible biet 
the Reformers ſhould ſtep too-far, or fall too ſhirtin ſome ſmaller things or other ? 
I-ſuppoſe you may have Biſhop Cranmey's Manuſcript fill by you and 


are you of his Judgment in all- things ? © I'do-not find it ſo, comparing 


what you publiſhed; as his Judgment:in your Irenicum, and what you 
have publiſhed in this Book, as your own.- And Latimer, that Zealous 
and Faithful Martyr,_( as I remember ) at the. end of his Sermons, uſed 
to excite. the Hearers to Prayer, and therein to remember ſncb as- were de- 
parted this Life. Now, mult we therefore conclude, there is* not a* Mote 
of Unlawfulneſs in praying for the Dead; that otherwiſe ſuch an holy 
Man as Latimer, would not have been tor it ? Moſt true it is, confide- 
ring the Times they lived in, and the Temper of the Perſons they had to 
deal with, it was the great Work of God to carry on Reformation fo far 
by them. But I cannot ſay, but their Hearts were «to have carried it on 
further, if the Times would have born it. - ( More Shame it is'to others, 
that have had fairer Opportunities fince, and yet have not minded the 
Work. ) Hiftory of the Troubles at Franksford ( printed 1575, reprinted 
1642.p.42.) telleth of one that ſaid, Biſhop Cranmer had drawn up a Book of 


- Prayer, an hundred times more pertc&, but the Clergy and Convocation 


wich other Enemics would not let it paſs. And there felloweth ſomething 


| farther worth your noting ( pg. 43. ) that Bsllinger told Whittingham,- Mr. 
+ H. and Mr. C: asked his Judgment' concerning certain” Points - of that 


( our ) Book, as Swrplice; private Baptiſme, Churching Women, the Ring in 
Marriage, with iuch like, which ( as he faid-) he allowed not, and that 
he neither-could if he would, neitherwould if he might-uſe the fame in his 
Church, whatſoever had been reported. Theretore ( ſay 1 ) ſucha Man + 
as Brullinger would not have been for impoſing the ſame on others, - 

As. to the | Reformation. .in: Queen- Elizabeth's' tire, it - was - not 


* brought in,” norbrought. on with a'sigorous Impokition of thoſe things in 
+ Controverſie 3 as Ballagainft Can, Part 2. p.13. In the firſt ten Years of 


Q. Elizabeth, there was: ſweet conſent among Brethren. — I think there 


was not a Man: that thought. of Separation. - The preſſing of: Subſcription 


1 and. Conformity in 2be\ rentb» year - of B. 'b.lizab-th's Raigu; was thatwwhich 
$ brought all:che T'y ubles and: Contenations. following, ' Fofiar Nichols 


3 ( Plea of the Innocent, p. 216,217, printed 1602+.) thus; Somic tive: Years 


togethesx. : 
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which (in the great Wiſdom of our Church) were ſetled, for the ſake of ſueh, 
whoſe Scruples are groundleſs and endleſs, For certainly thoſe Arguments 
that are only plauſible with you, would not weigh down ſuch as are ftrong 
and cogent, nora few Motives weigh down more weighty Conſid:rations, 
But then, what did you think of, when you put that Queſtion, Preface, 
P. 81. © Is there nothing to be done for Diſſenting Proteſtants * -— Do 
* we valuea few indifferent Ceremonies, and ſome late Declarations, and 
* doubtful Expreſſions, beyond the ſatisfaRtion of Mens Conſciences, and 
© the Peace and Stability of this Church? And how happy had England 
been, if ſuch things had not been ſo over-valued ! As to this material Dueſti- 
on, you deliver your Opinion ( you ſay ) freely and impartially. How Sir ! 
what? Are you for altering what was ſetled in ſo great Wiſdom, by Men of ſo 
great Integrity, ſuch indefatigable Induſtry, ſuch profound Judgment ? Is this 
for the Honour of our Reformation ? Is not this to blaſt the Credit of the Refor= 
mation £ 

I ſhall not take upon'me, to animadvert upon the whole of your Anſwer 
to this material Dueſtion, preſuming it will be ſcann'd by ſome of better 
Judgment. Only one or two things I cannot but take notice of, So I 
heartily thank you for that, P. 82. (3.) © Notwithſtanding, becguſe the 
uſe of Sacraments in a Chriltian Church ought to be the moſt free from 
*all Exceptions, and they ought to be fo adminifired, as rather to invite 
* than diſcourage ſcrupulous Perſons from joyning in them 3 I do think, it 
* would be a part of Chriſtian Wiſdom and Condeſcenſion (only bere I would 
© ſay, Duty) in the Governours of our Church, to remove thoſe Bars from 
*a Freedom in joyning in a full Communion. Now thanks for thus much: 
and hold to it, Sir. Tho I have two great and learned Men of the Church 
of England (worthy of Note with you) juſt at hand, that grant as much 
of other parts of God's Worſhip, as you do of Sacraments ſci. that they 
ſhould be tree from all Exceptions. See Hales of Schiſm, (in Miſcel. p. 
216, 217,218.) And you were once of his Mind, Irenic.p. 120. And 
Chillingworth, p. 180, If all Men would believe the. Scripture, and freeing 
themſelves from Prejudice and Paſſion, would ſincerely endeavenr 1o find the true 
Sence of it, and live according to it, and require no more of others, but to do ſo; 
nor denying their Commmnion to any that do ſo, would ſo order their publick, Ser- 
vice of God, that all which do ſo, may without Scruple, or Hypacriſy, 6r prote- 
teftation againſt any part of it, joyn with them in it : who does not ſee that, &c. 

Again, I calt my Eye on that, p..87. where you would have indulged 
Perſons to pay Twelve pence a Sunday tor theirabſence from the Parochial 
Churches, which C you ſay ) cannot be complained of as any ' beavy Burthen. 
Which ſuch will not thank you for. You would have them indulged,and 
not indulged. And is Twelve Pence a Week: no burden to thoſe, that 
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which you ſees to overlook. And fo Ithink Bezz maywell be underſtood 
of quitting their former publick Employments (with whoſe Teſtimony you 
make fo great a Flourith, p. 21,22.) *What! is Beza for filencing, and 
© topping the Mouthsof ſuch a number of faithful and able Miniſters? —— 
* Would Bezz, even Bezz, at ſucha time as that, be for ſilencing fo many 
© Preachers ? ——lt appears that Bezz was not of the Mind of our Advere - 
© ſaries — That he exprefleth no fuch terrible apprehentions at their quit- 
* ting their Placcs, as he doth at their Preaching in oppolitidn to the Laws. 
To which I return, Were not the Non-confornmilts generally, both at-that 
time, and fince, for quitting their Places, rather than holding on in publick, 
to the defiance of the Laws? They have deſired, as' far as they could, to 
avoid the exaſperating of Rulers. They were not for oppoſing Sword to 
Sword, as Bradſhaw has it 3 they were not movers of Scdition, nor have 
been to thisday. 'And would Mr. Baxter, .even Mr: Baxter, be for their 
tilencing 3 'yet he ſays, (in his Search for the Engliſh Schiſmatick, p. 37.) It 
* is not-their Judgment (ſpeaking of the meer Non-conformitis) that they 
* are bound to Preach, when by oppoting violence, or the offending of Ru- 
* ers, it is likely .co do mose hurt than good, and once preaching to deprive 
< them of all the uſefulneſs of their Lives, &c. 

But I doubt not, - there are-many Chriſtians yet alive, who can remember 
ſome of the old Non- conformilts, and their preaching in private Howſes, 
when ſufpended from Preaching in Churches. One writes me word, that 
Mr. Hilderſam uſed to preach in his own Houſe, when ilenced 3 and two 
or three Families came to hear him. Another ſpecial Friend, helping me 
to a fight of ſome Papers of Mr. E. Reyner (formerly) of Lincoln, I meer 
with this confidcrable Paſſage: For me to preach in this Place, and at 
* this Time, is no way neceſfary, fince others may do it, and I my (elf 
© (tho put by here) may do it as well and freely elſewhere, as in New- 
© England; Treland, Seatland, Holland ; yea, 'haply in ſome remote out-wing of 
* the Kingdom. Andthus God (in his ordinary Providence) doth order it, 
* that his Church gains much by this courſe of removing Miniſters, and 
* tranſplamting the Gofpel to ſuch Places, as never heard the found thereof 
*before 3 and in the mean while they may have time to do much good in 
* private, &c. »/ And I think this was the general Sence of the Non-confor- 
miſts,” that they:did not look on the cenſure of Suſpenſion, (if unjuſt) as 
a ſuthcient diſcharge from the exerciſe of their Miniſtry. Had they thought 
them(elves bound to ceaſe Preaching, -whenſoever they were prohibited by 
Men,” they were honeficr Men, than to act ſocontrary to their Judgment 3 
| asithey uſedfrequently to preach, (tho more privately, or in Places where . 

rhey were not known) when ſuſpended by the-Biſhops:' But theſe things 
| Were not to be publickly 'talkt' of «then, when the High -Commiſſion-Corrt 
B 2 was 
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&. gnr Parochial Churches 3 where they may be under the ſame InſpeQion; 


« 2nd Eccl&faſtical Government.—— But, is it poſhble that Mr. B. 


Y- « ſhould thipk the Caſe alike, where the Orders of our Church are con- 


« ſtantly negle&ed, the Authority of the Biſhops is lighted and contem- 
«ned and ſuch Meetings are kept up in Afﬀront to them, and the Laws? 
Here you fay in Effet, that let Pariſhes be never fo large, and the Ne- 
cc{fities of Souls never fo urgent, the Aſſemblies of Diſfenters are not 
deſirable, nor to be encouraged, becauſe not under your eſtabliſh'd Rule. 
But cither you muſt grant, it may be lawful to joyn occaſionally, and that 
frequently tvo, with the Non-conformiſts, or you mult judg them worlſe than 
Popiſh Teachers, and ſay that it was better for Men to hear theſe, than ſuch 
as Mr. B. &. I know not whether you might fear the leaſt counte- 
nancing of occaſional Communion with Non-conformiſts, leſt any ſhould 
thence argue from your own Words, that conſlant Communion with them is 
a Dnty. I am thinking however, that the Papiſts may thank you for fo 
much Kindneſs to them, that you grant it lawful for Proteſtants to be 
occaſionally preſent, in ſome parts of their Worſhip. And let them alone to 
make their beſt of what you ſay, yox are ſure will follow, p. 176, and p,g7. 
« Asfaras Men judg Communion lawful, it becomes a Duty, and Sepa- 
© ration a Sin 3 under what Denomination ſoever the Perſons paſs. — 
« Becauſe then Separation appears moſt unreaſonable, when occaſional 
* Communion is confeſſed to be lawful. If they can get Proteſtants to 
joyn with them ordinarily, though but in ſome parts of their Worſhip at firſt, 
its poſſible, they would gain far more Proſclites by it, than Non-conformiſts 
have drawn or would draw into Separation. 

You ſeem to ſuppoſe great Force and Virtue in that Salvo, p. 156, © A 
© Man is not ſaid to ſeparate from every Church, where he forbears or 
* ceaſes to have Communion 3 but only from that Church, with which 
** he is obliged to hold Communion. As if a Chriſtian was only obliged 
to Communion with ſome one particular Church. Yet you will Igok up- 
on your ſelf, not only as a Member of the Church of England, it as'a 
Member of the Catholick, Church, And as you are a Mcmber of the Catho- 
lick Church, it may poſhbly ſometimes fall out,. that you may be obliged 
to have Communion occaſionally with a Dutch Church, or a French Church. 
And it Non-conformiſts, with their. Aſſemblies may be proved as ſound 
parts of the Church Catholick, as others you can freely have Communion 
with, and while they differ from you in nothing, but it the Game was re- 
moved, your Churches might be every jot as ſound and pure, I can ſee 


no ſufficient Reaſon why you might not as lawfully have Occcaſional 'Coms. 


munion with them 3 and then for ought I know, you may be obliged 
thercunto, it may be Duty, Becauſe you wholly overlook this, I thought 
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C15) 
K leth-upon all Chriſians, to preſerve the-Peace and Unity-of the Church, 
* ( which you give us again, f- 209.). And I find you citing theſe words of 
A. B. Lsad jp your Rational Account, p, 324, © Nox is he a Chriſtian tht 
* wou}d not baye Unity, might he have it with Trach, - Buy I! never faid, 
* nor thought, that the Proteſtants madeithis Rent” ( Difſenting, Proto 
ants, fay we ) © The caule of the Schifm-is youys 3 tor you chruſt us from 
* ypu, bccauſe we called tor Truth, and regreſs of Abuſes. And there at 
th: End of pag. 102. Youcould not but jugg it a very prudent Expretſon 
ot bis Lord{hip, That the.Church of England i n-t ſuch a Shrew to h:1 Chit- 
dren, as to. deny ber Bleſſing, or denounce an Anathema againjt then, if ſonze 
peaceably diſſent in ſome P articulars remoter from' the Foundation, 6g. Were 
I obſerve you cannot well plead the Cauſe of our Separation from Rome, 
without pleading ſomething for Diſſenters, But to return to your Im- 
partial Account, p, 20g- You lay, © Violation of the; Unity of the Church, 
* where there is no ſuthcicnt Reaſon to juftity is, (s:aSin, 'as; auch a5 
* Murder .is,apd as plainly tarbiddep (and in ſome tefpetts-aggravated be- 
*yond it, Preface p.45-,) All which returns upon your {\lv«8;:it he Ar.h- 
Bilkop's Words may-rake place. And conlider further ferivafly, whether 
there be any ſufficient Reafon to jultihe the pretting and[jmpglrng of thoſe 
things, which might lawfully be forborn,' when cheampyſing of them 
will certainly cauſe a Violation of the Churches Unity;andiÞPeacz-:: Yer 
this is a thing, you take ng-notice of, unlcls'ic be to, ufhty it, (As P76, 
* The Church of Engi/and, hath as niuch,oc@ahon to accarnt-thalt Saryples 
< unrcaſonable, as they do thoſe of the Ind«pendents, Auzhaptiſts; and 
* Oekers, And pag. 59. S0 it Is impoliivle foxthem to anlwerxthe dua- 
* baptifts, who have as juſt a Plea for Separation. from them, a5 they can 
* have from the, Church of England, Now lay thoſe togerheri and thhat 
follows, but. that as much\is tobe pleaded for the Engl Eatorraniee,. and 
other thinggitupoſed, which the Nox- conforgitts. 8 hh, as ran beipleaded 
tor the baptizing of lafants, -0r againlt, Re baptizattan' (.abd 1 may''add, 
or again the way of the Buakors.,) In the Fifty Queries concerning In- 
fants Right to Baptiſin, I {tc thadown:Jatt,, which | gehred they: would 
ſpecially obſcryez, $e1l. Whether the Anabapuifſi's Sghilan be .pot wore 
< cban their, imple Ogynion'? .; And whether it: be; ot defireable, and 
« poſlible; that ſome; Way be foung gntgabgt Truns hid down mr ombich 
* 200d and ſobcr Men 09 both figes might.agree, anfl hold Communion, 
(.as Chriſtians ? )- concerning which, {omething'is propoſed there (.trom 
Mr. B.) to others Conſideration. This, rhe Author 'of the. Anti- Buerier 
took little notiec of, -which engaged ume -to_tnind !him, of rig agdip, 4g. my 
Reply. p. 25,126: And yer 1 have met. with.90 aber Ablwcr tom him, 
but that he-is loth at preſent to give.an_Anfytx:tg 1t,uwfteetingall bs 
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Majeſty thinketh, that for Concord there is no nearer way, than diligently to ſepa- 
rate kgs neceſſary from the unneceſſary, end to beſtow oll over Fry. that we = 
agree in the things neceſſary, and that in things unneceſſary, there may be place gi- 
ven for Chriftian Liberty. A Golden Sentence ! And there is nothing that 
can be proved neceſſary, but ic mult be either expreſly taxght, or commanded 
in the Word of God, or deduced thence by neceſſary Conſequence, And that 
of the Lord Bacon (Eſſay 3.) is conſiderable, who for the tr=e placing the 
Bonds of Unity, would have Points fundamental, and of Subſtance in Religion, 
truly diſcerned and diſtinguiſhed from Points not meerly of Faith, but of 
Opinion, Order, or good Intention. And Chillingworth is full of ſuch impradi- 
cable Notions, (it they deſerve to be fo called,) p. 197. He that could 
aſſert Chriftians to that Liberty, whieh Chriſt and bis Apoſtles left them, muſt 
needs do Truth a moſt Heroieal Service. And ſering the over-valning of the Diffe- 
rences among Chriſtians, is one of the greateſt Maintainers of the $ chifme of Chri- 
ſtendom, &c. p. 198. Certainly if Proteſtants be faulty in this matter ( of play- 
ing the Pope ) it is for doing it too much, and not too little. ——Take away theſe 
Walls of Separation, and all will quickly be one. Take away this Perſecnting, 
Burning, Curfing, Danning of Men, for not ſubſcribing to the Words of Men, 
as the Words of God : Require of Chriſtians only to believe Chriſt, and to call no 
Man Maſter but him only ; Let thoſe leave claiming Infallibility, that have no . 
Title toit; and let them that in thar Words diſclaim it, diſclaim it likewiſe in 
their Agions, In aWord, take away Tyranny, which is the Devils In fo 
I "Phe Errors, and Superſtitions, and Impieties. —T ſay, take away Tyranny, 
and reſtore Chriftians to their juſt and full Liberty of captivating their Under= 
ftanding to Scripture only ; and as Rivers when they have a free Paſſage, run all 
to the | 68 : ſo it may well be hoped, by God's Bleſſing, that univerſal Liberty 
thus moderat puickey reduce Chriftendom to Truth and Unity. This Ci- 
tation being long, I ſhall add but one more out of him, and thata 
ſhorter, p. 209. This is moſt certain, end I believe you will eaſily grant it, that 
to reduce Chriſtians to Unity of Contmunian, there are but two ways that be 
conceived probable. The one, by taking away diverſity of Opinions, tonchin 
Matters of Religion : The other, by ſhewing that the diverſity of Opinions, which 
is among the ſcueral Sefts of Chriſtians, onght to be no hinderance to their Unity in 
Communion, Laſt of all, I cloſe with your Rational Account, p. 291, * And 
* therefore thoſe lefler Societies cannot in Jaltice, -make the neceflary Con- 
* ditions of Communion narrower, than thoſe which belong to the Catho- 
* lick Church : z. e. thoſe things which declare Men Chriftians, ought to 
* capacitate ther for Communion with Chriſtians, (Even an acknowledg- 
ment of tbe Scriptures as the indiſpenſible Rule of Faith and Manners : Which 
(be pleaſed to note) is ſomething different from your late eftabliſh'd Rle. ) 
Now would you fix here, that thoſe things which declare Men Chriſtiens, 
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9. Areyou Impartial, in allowing a different way of Worſhip, to the 
Members of Forreign ( hurches here in England, (asp. 147, 148.) while you 
are againſt allowing the like Liberty to Natives, which you deny not to 
Strangers? Biſhop Davenant (Ad pacem Eccl. Adbort. p. 116: Rat 3.) argues, 
That none ought to deal more hardly, with their Chriſtian Brethren of other 
Churches, than with their own. (Rom. 12.5.) Namfrat:rnits Chriſtiana que 
intercedit inter membra Chriſti non variatur pro locorum aut nationum varietate. 
You would have your own more hardly dealt with than thoſe of forreign 
Churches. Now what Equity is here? Either you have Communion with 
thoſe of Forreign Churches (notwithſtanding their different way of Wor- 
ſhip ) or you have not. It you have no Communion with them, then 
are you not Schiſmaticks from thoſe Churches? It you have Communion 
with them, why may you not as lawfully have Communion with Non- 
conformiſis in their way of Worſhip ? Can you aſſign any juſt and ſuthci- 
ent Cauſe ex Natura rei, why ſuch a way of Worthip ſhould not be'al- 
lowed ? | | 
10. Do you deal Impartially, while you complain, þ. 112. that no bounds 
dre ſet to the Peoples F ancies of purer Adminiſtrations 3 (concerning which I am 
quite miſtaken, if I did not wiſh the ReQor of Sutton had cautioned what he 
ſaid) and you on the other hand, ſet no Bounds, but © (by your excepting 
againſt what Mr. B, hath written of it) would have People own, and com- 


,mit the care of their Souls to ſuch Miniſters, as are in place, be they never 


ſo profane, inſufficient, or unſound ? Tho Mr. Cheyney ( Full Anſwer, &c. 
Introduti. p. 7.) grants, That where God doth make a difference, Men may. Now 
God doth make adifference (ſays he) between the Miniſtry of the belt and the worſt, 
between the Miniſtry of a John Baptiſt and a Phariſee, a living Man and an 
Image. P. 177. Say you, © And doth this Kindneſs only belong to fome 
* of our Parochial Churches ? &c. Where you ſuppoſe every Parochial 
Church in England to be a true Church, and every Parochial Miniſter (by 
conſeguence) to be a true Miniſter z unleſs you would argue fallaciouſly 
there, Thol had thought it poſſible to have tound out ſome few at leaſt, 
whom you would have been athamed to own. I cannot but wonder at 
that you urge again and again. p. 111. * Were they not baptized in this 
* Church, and received into Communion wjth it a5 Members of it? p, 148; 
* Our Buſineſs is with thoſe, who being baptized in this Church, &c. May 
not all thoſe that were baptized in Presbyterian, or Independent Congregati-+ 
ons, as well plead-their Baptiſm, for their continuing in that way of Wor- 
(hip, which was in the Church, wherein they were baptized? Or would 
you have ſuch Re-baptized ? Or can you proye, that unle(s Men renounce 
their Baptiſm, they muſt needs own Diaceſan.Churches, and the Pariſh- 
Miniſter (howſoever unqualified) whom the Biſhop ſets over them ? _ © + 
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ſuffering Non- conformiſts, ( being an Anſoper to what a Reverend Confor- 
mable Divine had written to them, ) Sore Paſſages therein 1 ſhall tran- 
(cribe, ( ſuppoſing it was never printed, that they may be new to you, 
though written many Years ſince, } p | 
—— The ſteond Courſe you direft ws ta, of ſeeking Information | but 
with all Humility, and Prayer in the uſe of means (but with all Indifferency ) 
leſt halting with God, as Balaam did, we find his ſucceſs ) we readily accept 
it, according to the meaſnre of the Truth and Integrity of our Hearts z only we 
have cauſe to be humbled, and fear our own Hearts ( for we ſpeak of our ſelves, 
we judge not others ) left any of us yield without ſuch ſeriow- ſearch after the 
Truth, as you adviſe, and that for fear of loſing what Balaam gained. For 
ought we ſee, there is ſmall hopes of gaining Balaam's ways by ſtanding for the 
Purity of God s Ordinances, and therefore leſs Fear of halting as Balaam did, 
in ſeeking and following after that way, which expoſeth ws to the loſ7 of all the 
chiefeſt Comforts of this Life, and which if it be not the way of Truth, we are of 
all true-bearted Engliſh-men the moſt miſerable. And further on, they ſay, — 
Or ſuppsſe (which God forbid ) that we were ſa.woid of Chriſtianity and Hu- 
manity together, as to undo our ſelver ( inward and outward Man, without all 
Reaſon or Conſcience ; yet will you paſs the ſame Judgment upon all thoſe 
three hundred Miniſters, which in our memories have been deprived for that very 
Cauſe, for which we ſuffer? Were not ſome of them ſuch, as the Chriſtian 
World never yielded more eminent Lights of Sincerity and true Holineſs, ſince 
the Apoſtles times ? And did Miſpriſion, or long Uſe make ſuch a fell ade 
in their Hearts alſs, as to blind their Conſcienges in ths Cauſe? Was all 
their Patience in this Cauſe for Conſcience ſake, not a Fruit of God's Spirit in 
them, but a Baſtard of their own Spirit ? ( And Sir, you may be informed, 
how ſome of them ſuffered for Preaching and keeping Conventicles, as they 
were called, as well as for In-conformity. ) Afterwards towards the Con- 
cluſion, they have theſe words, Confmder whether you rightly take ſuch things 
for indifferent, when they. do not ſuffer you to carry an indifferent Mind towards 
your poor Brethren, which in them only, and in no weightier Matters, do differ from 
you. And let me beg of you to conſider itz and once more to confider 
your own words, Rational Accont, p. 614. ** But we have not fo learned 
<« Chriſt, we dare not deal ſo inhumanly with them in this World, much 
© leſs judg ſo uncharitably as to another, of thoſe who profeſs to fear. 
* God, and work Righteouſneſs, though they be not of the ſame Opi- 
* nion or Communion with ws. Remember this, unle(s you will retract: 


'Thelaſt point of Portiality I ſhall take notice of, toucheth me in parti- 
cular, Preface p. 61,62, You ſay of that wortby Perſon, .( wholoever he 


was ) who wrote the Letter gut of the Country, © He (cerns to - : 
| * Well 
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Roeles of the Devine Law, ( Redor of Sutton; p..12.) That no Laws of Men 
can hinder, but what was Trath, will be Tz«tþ {till, and what was Duty, 
will be-Dery fill. | > Ea et | 


\ In what followeth, you more pxmbly (as it would ſeem ) than trzely 


confeſs ( in Mr. Cotton's words ) 'the weakneſs or unwarineſs of thoſe Expreſ- 
fiins, which I have gathered out of your [renicum, That Book was your 
Firſt-born. And the Firſt-born was the cbief of their Strength, P(al. 105.36. 
But it ſeems, you are for reading Gen. 49. 3. Principinm doloris, rather 
than Principinm roboris, The beginning of your Strength, is now become 
'the beginning of your Grief. Thus you now let the World know in- 


deed, that whereas you had written much, favouring the Cauſe of Diſ- 


ſenters, your Thoughts at laſt are changed, as to thole Things and Perſons 
tOO, | | | 

Next you fall hotly on me, | © And, have you not very well requited 
* the Author of. that Book, for the Tenderneſs and Pitty he had for you, 


* and the Concernment he then expreſſed, to have brought you upon eaſier - 


* Terms, &c. | 

Reverend Sir, 1 hope you will give me leave to ſpeak, when I am thus 
ſpoken to. I ſuppoſe you expect my Anſwer,: when you put Queſtions 
ſo cloſe to me. Firſt then, I thank you for your good pains taken ip that 
Book, and for your truly Chriſtian Deſign in it, ſo agreeable to the Chriſtzan- 


temper 3 though it hath been unſuccesful. . I doubt not yet, but that Book - 


will ftand as a Witneſs before God and the World againſt many, who can 
never anſwer that Strength of Reaſon in it, an Evidence of Truth, again(t 
ann2ceſſary, rigorous, miſcyievons: Impoſitions and. yet were for preſſing, 
and are ſtill for continuing them upon us. But it is no- 2/1 Requital of the 
Author, that I have an eſteem of his Work. . And if you can reconcile 


the Scope of your Sermon with what I cite out of your former Writings, do - 


your ſelf that Right. Or if you.can, refute_thole. Colledons 3 otherwiſe 
ſuch as meet with them may be tempted to think you ſelf-conggmned - 
When you ſay, you wrote in. Tenderneſs, &c. I hope, you did not only 
play the Orator, make a flouriſh meerly with Words or plead our Cauſe 
againſt your own Judgment 3 nor ated.the part of Politician, .as. hoping 
to engage a Party 3 but wrote your Judgment, as a ſober (and indeed 
well ſtudied ) Divine. Will you fay, you wrote partially then, as ſwayed 
with your Pitty and Tenderneſs towards Diſſenters ? * How then ſhall we be . 
ftisfied, and aſſured, that you have not wreten paxtially. of Jate,. out. of 


overmuch Fondn:{3 on Conformity ? If you wrote impartially, your Judg- - 


ment, and Realon deſerves.to be regarded, till you, or ſome other for you, 
bring greater Stxcrgth of Reaſon to prove you was then in an Error, You 
pleaded Well tor eaftcr 7 rms, and what can you ſay now, - what have you 


taught .. 
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to Grotius,, had he gone about the-C ities of what he had written de 
ſatisfaQione Chriſti, fr EIN s 

You go on, © Are you afraid of having too many Friends, that you 
* thus ule thoſe, whom you once took to be ſuch? , Me-thinks hercin you 
<« appear very ſ(elt-denying. | 

I am not careful to anſwer in this matter. But is it fo, that we have 
quite loſt you ? Will you no more ſtand our Friend ? here i then the Kind- 
neſ7 yore ſpake of * I remember, Dr. Borrel ſilenced me, when I had been 
filenced not two Months before : But I could not have thought 20 Years 
ago, that when we were driven into Corners, Dr. $t. would be for driving 
us out of our Corners too, even he that could plead ſo well for us, that we 
might enjoy publick Liberty. -Here I look back to that ( Preface, p. 52.) 
* They would have had me preached for Alterations and Abatemeats, 
<* and taking away Ceremonies and Subſcriptions, — and then I might 
©: have been thought to have preached a very feaſonable Sermon. This in- 
deed would have ſhewed, that you was ſtill our Friend, and not ours only, 
but as good a Friend to this poor Church and Kingdom. To plead for 
all Abatements that. ( with the Honour of God, and ſafety of true Religion ) 
might be granted to Diſſenters, for the uniting and firengthening of the 
Proteſtant Intereſt, in ſuch danger to be trodden down by the common 
Enemy, would certainly be more ſeaſonable, than this work you are engaged 


In 


*% 


I would know, whether that Speech of the Biſhop of St. David's in the 
Convocation-Houſe, May 23, 1604, was not ſcaſonable? Can it ever 
be unſcaſonable, moving for the due Liberty of grave, honeſt, ſound, and 
conſcientious Men, ſuch as the Church hath need of at all times, and whoſe 
Labours might be very profitable? And then, whether pleading for Abate- 
ments at this day be not as ſeaſonable? TI put a great difference ( (aid he ) 
between Duid liceat, and Quid expediat, — And then ſpeaking of thoſe who 
were {crupulous only upon ſome Ceremonies, and other Circumſances, 
being otherwiſe learned, ſtudiues, grave and boneit Men, whoſe Labours have 
been both painful in the Church, and profitable to their | ſeveral Congregations, 
( He ſays ) though I do not juſtify their Doings, yet ſurely their Service would be 
miſſed, at ſuch tims. as need ſhall require them, and us to give the right hand of 
Fellowſhip one to another, and to go arm in arm againſt the common Adverſary, 
that ſo there might be vis unita fortior. — IF theſe our Brethren aforeſard 
ſhould be deprived of their places for the matters premiſed, I think we ſhould find 
Cauſe to bend oar Wits to the uttermeſt extent of our Skill ta provide ſome 
cure.of Souls for them, where they may exerciſe their Talents. 
Furthermore, Tf theſe Men, being divers hundreds ( 4s it is bruited abroad ) 
ſhould forſake their Charges ( as ſome do preſuppoſe they will ) who I pray yore 
; E ſaold 
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£27) | 
But you hould be allowed to alter your ; 5 FEES and none can blame you, 
if it ,"- for the better. Only in this caſe, you ſhould be ſo juſt, and chati» 
table, as to let us know your Reaſons, that if they be ſound, we may 


ſee Cauſe to alter ours. 1 hope, you will nat (ay, * Then, was then, 


* now is now- And can you now aſſure us, that you (ball not alter your 
preſent Judgment once again within twenty Years? We read of Biſhops 
that have cried peceavimus again and again, and of Councils doing and ug- 
doing again, and ſometimes in leſs: than twenty Years. 

*< But after all this, wherein is it that he hath thus contradiQed himſelf? 
« Ts it in the point of Separation, which is the preſent Buſineſs? No, fa 
« farfrom it, that in that very Book, he ſpeaks as fully concerning the 
« Unlawfulneſs of Separation, as in this Sermon, which will appear by 
« theſe Particulars in it. 

If by Separation, you mean a Separation from any Church «pon any ſlight, 
trivial, unneceſſary Cauſe, as you dehne Schiſm, Irenic, p- 113. I am not 
for ſuch a Separation. But perhaps ſome may tell you, that it you ſepa» 
rate from ſuch Aſſemblies as Mr. B. &c. when you might have occaſional 
Communion with them, you do it pon far leſs Cauſe, than many ſeparate 
from thoſe of yours, where they are required to joyn in Practices more to 
be ſuſpected. 

If by Separation you mean any afſembling for the Worſhip of God, 
otherwiſe than according to your eftablaiſht Rule , and ſo condemn the Aſſem- 
blies of meer Non-conformiſts, that are not of Schiſmatical Principles; yea, 
even theis occaſional Meetings, and thoſe kept. off from the times of 
publick Worſhip in the Parochial Congregations, I doubt not but the 
Lawfulneſs of ſuch Afſemblics is, and ſhall be evidently proved from that 
Book. 

Preface p. 72,73. Which will appear by theſe Particulars in it. 


(1.) Irenic,p.123. © That it is unlawful to ſet up new Churches, becauſe 
«* they cannot conform to ſuch Practices which _ ſ{uſpe& to be unlawtuL 

(2.) * Thoſe are new Churches, when men exeR diſtin Societies for 
<« Worſhip, under diſtin& and peculiar Officers, governing by Laws, and 
&« Church-Rules, different from that Form they ſepaxate from, 

(3.). P.124. *As to things in the Judgment of the Primtive and Reform= 
2 "ed y fas lett undetermined by the Laws of 'God, and in matters of 

* meer. Order and. Decency, and wholly as to the Form of Government, 

** Every One, notwithſtanding, what his private Judgment may be of\them, 
* iS bound: for the Peace of. the Church of God; to ſub. nit to the Determi- 

© nation of the Church. Allow. but: theſe three: Mr and defend 


Mrs elent, atiog, if OW Cane, 
preſent, Sepaxazion. if y ji - 
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(though miſ-informed. ) That Man finneth without doubt, who ven- 
tureth on Practices he ſuſpets to be finful (though 'in themſelves the 
PraQices be lawful. ) What-the Apoſtle ſaith, Rom: 14+ 5514, 23- puts the 
matter out of- diſpute. 

Now to joyn in Common-Prayer is an ankiwkil or ſuſpeed Practice to 
ſome. They-take it to be polluted with Superſtition. Perhaps they take 
Communion herein to be a finfut Symbolizing with the Papitis, for what 
King Edward 6, and King Fames ſaid of it, And if you ſhould tell them 
Our Sedvics-dook' is reformed 3 it is potfible, ſome may now reply, How 
can you ſay ſo ? Will you blaft the Credit of, and caſt a Reproach upon our 
firſt Reformers ? Again, baptizing with the Sign of the- Croſs, and. hnee- 
ling in the Ad of receiving: the Sacrament, ( as it were before the Sacra- 
mental Elements ) are ſuſpe&ted unlawful Practices tomany. And thus 
they are barred from Communion with you irr Sacraments.” And' therefore 
you had no Reaſon to ſlight others 'modeſt Exprethons' here, as you do, 
Þag. 333+ [ They judg, they think, they eſteem them unlawful, and they cannot 
be ſatisfied ab-ut them.] Though you are far ſhort of anſwering all that'hath 
been laid to prove ſome things enjoyned unlawful 3 yet ſuppoſe a Man 1g- 
norant, erring and miſtaken here ( not without Fault) notwithſtanding he 
muſt ſpend bis own Ad till he be better informed, and fatisfred abour it. 
And here I would again mind you of thoſe Ggnificant Expreſſions, TIrenic. 
P-g- 119. Let Men turn and wind themſelves which way they will, by 

* the very ſame Arguments that any will prove Separation from the Church 
© of Rome lawful, becauſe ſhe required unlawful Things, as Conditions of 
* her Communion, it will be proved lawful not to conform to any fſuf- 

* peed or unlawful Practice required by any Church-Governours upon 
* theſame Terms, it the Thing fo required, be after ſerious and. ſober: 
{« Er:quiry, judged unwarrantable by a Man's own Conſcience.” Which 
( with more you have in that Page, and the Page before it ) cuts off your 
thixd Particular, Preface p. 75. Here now I have gained fo much Ground 
of you. Suchare neceiſicated to withdraw from your Communion, who 
mult otherwiſe joyn in jome unlawful or ſuſpefted Praftice. As Chillingworth, 
P. 269, To do ill that you may do well, is againſt the Will of God,which to every 
good Man is a-bigh Degree of Neceſſity. And lay you, Rational Account,p:250. 
* Can any one imagine it ſhould be a Fault in any to keeps off from 
* Commn.union, where they are ſo far from: being obliged to it; that they 
Y ' have an Obligation to the contrary, from the Principles-of their cor: 

* mon Chriltianity, © Here *I afſume, they are bound'by the Principle of 
common. Chriſtianity to keep. off. from Communion with you; thatknow they 
ſhould certainly tin, if they held Communion with-.you, becauſe they 
ſhould then joyn in ſuſpected Practices, and things, which after.Enquiry, 
their Confciences tell them are unlawful. Ergo, 
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Then mipht it not have been expected, that you world have'been 
more fivourable, and charitable towards the Aſſemblies of thoſe Minifters 
and Chriſtians, that are kept off from you by unlawfil Terms, or at leaſt 
ſuch wnneceſſary Terms as are to them wnlawful ? You ſpeak more tempe- 
rately, Rational Account, pag. 331. Here let mie uſe ſome of your own 
Words there, which ſomething favour thoſe Aſſemblies, you now engage 
ſo zealouſly againſt, By their aeclaring the Grounds of their Separation 30 be 
ſuch Errors and Corruptions, which are crept into the Communion of your Church, 
and impoſed on them in order to it, they withal declare their readineſs to joyn 
with you again, if thoſe Errors and Corruptions be left out. YF © And where 
* there is this readineſs of Communion, there is no abſolute Separation 
© from the Church as ſuch, but only ſuſpending Communion till fuch 
* Abuſes be reformed. This they*l ſay is very good. But now in your 
new Impartial Account, Preface pag, 46. you ſpeak in another Dialed, 
© Would they have had me repreſented that as no Sin, which I think to 
© be ſo great a one or thoſe as not guilty, whom in my Conſcience E 
* thought to be guilty of it? Would they have had me ſuffered this Sin 
* to have lain upon them without reproving it? &c. (What ? that which 
is 45 plain a Sin as Murder, pag. 209. which 1s really as great and as dange- 
rous a Sin, as Marder ; and in ſome reſpets aggravated beyond it, Preface p.45. ) 
And yet on the other hand, would you have them conform to you, though 
againft their Conſciences ? Would that be no Sin? Would God' be -wel- 
pleaſed with ſuch Service, as was done but to pleaſe Men, while their 
Conſciences (in the mean while ) condemned them for it? Can you 
ſay bond Fide, that it is better, more pleaſing to God, that Men conform 
to your Modes and Ceremonies, though they have real Doubts of Conlcience, 
that they are unlawful 3 or better, they ſhould live without God's publick, 
Worſhip and Ordinances, then to joyn with ſuch as the Non-conformiſts ? 
That this is as the Sin of Murder! Dare you go, or lend to all the 
Difſenters in your Pariſh ( ſuppoling you take them to belong to your 
Charge ) and give 'm it under your hand, that though they are ſtill unſa- 
tisfied (after all you have ſaid and written ) thoug _ they 
ſhould offend God, if they joyned with:you upon ſuch Tetms 3 yer1: fay, 
durſt you give it ander your hand,” that they would*dv better ts joys! imyoir 
way of Worfhip, than in' that of the Non-conformiſts; though they have 
no moredoubt of joyning with the latter, thari you had hererofors 2 LIF 
you are clear in the Point, have you donierhis?'-- Or why doxyor neglect 
your Duty towards them ? '\Why do yoifridt endeavourtobring therti in, or 


> lay the Sin at their Door 7” 'But 1 obſerve, you would have Cate take; 
3 C Preface p. 86:) that there be * No Pretence left for idle," 1dofe, and 


* profane Perſons, never going to any Church at all} whence-E Es 
rat 


> ra cod xi nal as 
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| plead for. - Now as for the Charge v# Schiſf, do but allow Miniſters equal 
Favonr with others,and you have ſaid enough to clear them, Tren.p;113,116, 
119, 120; * Charge not them with Schiſm upon atcount of [their diſtin& 
Meetings;who are driven into them by your over-rigorours Impoſitions. You 
know well how great & matter this impoſing unlawfil Conditions is with Chil- 
lingworth, to warrant Separation. How oft he is upon it, in Chap.5. where 
þ. 267. $. 40. he hath the confidence to tell his Adverſary, © You mifiake 
* in thinking that Proteſtants hold themſeves obliged not to communicate 
© with you only, or principally by reaſon of your Errors and Corruptions, 
© For the true Reaſon ( according to my third Obſervation) is not ſo much 
© becauſe you maintain Errors and Corruptions, as becauſe you impoſe 
© them, &c. (like your pleading for Non-conformiſts, Irenic. p. 118. ) So 
Ball of Separation, pag.159. The Lord needeth not Mans lie, neither. doth he 
allow us to do Evil that Good may come thereof :* And therefore I muſt not 
ſubſcribe to an Error againſt Conſcience, though never ſo innocent, nor profeſs 
Approbation of that which in\Conſcience I cannot allow, though never ſo ſmall, 8c. 
Bur thus are many Miniſters driven from you, who neither dare lay down ; 
their Miniftry, nor take the charge of Parochial Congregations on them, upon ; 
ſuch hard, that is, finful Terms, For (to borrow an Expreſſion of Dr. 
Potters) Though in the iſſue the Errors be not damnable to them, which believe 
a they profeſs, yet for us to profeſs, &c. what we believe not, were without queſtion 
* Mdamnable, 
d. Now may I come in with my Concluſion : It is this. 
| Concluſion 1, It becomes unavoidably neceſſary tor ſuch Miniſters and Chri- 
ſtians as cannot in Conſcience ſubmit to your Terms, and conform to your way 
of Worſhip, neither may lawfully lay afide their Miniſtry, nor live without 
God's Worſhip and Ordinances, to be for other Aſſemblies than yours, 
where the one may exerciſe their Miniſtry, and the other ( with ſuch Mi- 
niſters ) may partake of God's Ordinances, and joyn in his Worſhip, 
| which you call ſetting »p of new Churches. After the drawing up of this, 
; tooking into Corbet of Church-Unity and Schiſm, I find ſomething to this 
- purpoſe, pag. 31,32. Though indeed I took my Hints from you here. 
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Now. becauſe I would not leave. this Propoſition fo naked, as yours 
ſtands, I ſhall here offer ſomething, 1. On the behalf of Miniſters. 2. Oa 
the behalf of private Chrifiians - FI EAT 1 ; 

I. On the behalf of ſuch Miniſters. - . 

I, You cannot deny, but the Miniſters, who are forced to ſtand of from 
you, were. ( at leaſt very many of them ) duly qualified tor, and had a 
ſufficient, valid call to the Ofhce of the Miniſtry, that they were God's 
Minifters, Chriſt's Miniſters, . betore their Eje@ion.- 'You cannot deny, 
but the mediate Call is from God, and Chriſt, even as well as the immediate 

F Call 
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, | And I doubt not, but you ate well weed with: that 0/4 Con 
The Biſhep or Prieft ſhould be taken indo anather's Place, i the farmer whe 
blameleſs. 

4+ . If ſill they are in Office, as Minifters of Chrift, are they not obliged 
to ſerve him in that Office, as they have a Call and Opportunity ? 
( See again Refor of Swtion, pag. 29, 34, 75-) They muſt not 
neglet the Gift that is in them. Sad was the Doom of the abls 
Servant, that buricd his Talent! The Teecher muſt wait on Teaching. © I 
ſuppole, all Chrift's Miniſters are concerned in that folemn Charge, 
2. Tim. 4.1, 2, And they are to tcke beed to the Miniftry, which they have 
received z even though Men forbid them. You ebbor and deteft ſuch 
Principles, as to ſet Man's Laws above God's Laws. And though they be 
threatned with Perſecution for it z when they arc perſecuted in one City, 
they may flee to another, Mat. 10.23. Yet muſt they not ran away from their 
Work, but be carrying that on in other Places, where they come, accoxding 
to their Ability and Opportunity. Prudence direted them, Joh.20.19. to 
meet privately there, at Evening, keeping the Door fbxt, for fear of the 
Jews yet meet they would. If Miniſters be driven from their former 
Flocks, yet are they Men in Office, and preach as ſuch, not only 4s gifted 
Men, in what other place ſoever God ( by his Providence) calls them to 
beſtow their Pains. They are Teachers by Office, to more than their pro- 
per Charges,cven to as many as they have a Providential Call,bic & nznc, to 
preach unto. 

So it appears, Mcn cannot lawfmlly filence Chriſ?s Miniſters, withowt 
juſt Cawſe; or if they do, that ſuch Decree and Sentence does not oblige 
Conſcience. I have it from Mr. B. Church Hiſtory, p.4.46, 447. The Do- 
minicen Inquifitor that reaſoned the matter with the Bobemians, would have 


2 filenced, excommunicated Prieſts bound to ceaſe preaching: but bad the 
* wit to add | if ſilenced for @ reaſonable Caxſe, | and. to confels, Semtentia 


inuſte lata a ſuo judice, ſi Errorem inducat, vel Peccatum mortale afferet, nec 


i rimends eft, nec tenenda. The old Bohemian Reformers held, (as 1bid.p.446.) 


Every Prieft and Deacon is bound to preach God's Ward freely, or be ſinneth meor- 
tally; and after Ordination be ſhould not ceaſe, no, not when exc | 

becauſe be mufft obey God rather than Man. I ſee in Carranza ( fol. 437.) It 
was one of the Articles, for which the Cowncil of ( onftance ſentenced F. 
Wickjiffe's Bones to bedigg'd up and burnt, (Art. 13. ) They that leave off 
10 preach, or bear God's Word for Men's Excammuyenication, are excommunicate : 
And you (that have greater ſtore of Authors, and choice Books, then 
ſuch as I muft ever hope .to: have the Advantage of 3 you, I fay) I doubt 
not have, what others add 3 they are excommunicate, and in the day-of 


* Fudgment ſhall be judged Traitors to Chriſt. And theſe were among the 
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(39) 
and' would have others of your: Betiren to;do'?' Do you judg it the 
Duty of Paſtors to go on in paſſing a juſt. Cenſure ( though againſt the Will 
of the Magiſtrate, as T urged you with it, Refor of Sutton, p.76.) and 
' yet would 'you wholly lay afide the Office of the Miniſt:y, and preach the 
Goſpel no more,: rather than c:ofs his Will? Would ye think your ſelves 
no niore concerned to endeavour to keep wp the Exerciſe of true Religion 
{ as: you might ) when it was againſt the Will of the Magiſtrate ? If only 
ſuch as the Non-conformiſts were in place, you would be forced to confeſs, 
cthat,;* The true Religion was yet maintained and preached in publick 
* Aſſemblies, ( as pag.136.) And that there was an Agreement in all the 
© Subſtantials of Religion, between you and them 3 *and therefore ( accord» 
ing to your arguing, pag.132.) you could not exerciſe ( though more pui- 
vately/) when turn'd out of your Livings, but ſuch Faults as Sedition, or 
Sehiſm, 8c. would be found ia your Meetings. Make the Caſe of Dif- 
ſenters your own, ſuppoſe your ſelves in the like Circumſtances, and I 
doubt, not, you will fee cauſe to judg more favourably of them.” Do 
but allow them to do, as you would do your fclves in the like Caſe, 
and I hope, this Diſpute will ſoon be at an End. 


Here I ſhall] take off all you ſay to that Queſtion I propoſed, :Refor of 


Sutton, P. 26, © And may it not be a Queſtion, whether they can properly 
* be faid to ere New Churches, or to proceed to the forming of ſeparate 
* Congregations, who were true Miniſters, and had their Congregations 
© before others came into their places? If they had done nothing ( N.B.) 
* worthy of EjeQtion, or Exclulion from their Miniſtrv, whether they have 
* not (till a Right to exerciſe their Fundtion ? &c. You might have 
done well to have joyned my Tenth Query ( pag. 3.) with it, and to have 
conlidered both together. But what ſay you to this? Unreaſonablene(s 


of Separation, p. 137. © There is not one word in allthis Plea, but might” 


* have equally ſerved the Papiſts in the beginning of the Reformation. 
How Sir! Are you in good earneſt? © Not one word but might equally have 
* ſerved the Papilis? Why, certainly: you wrote in haſte, and forgot 
your ſelf 3 or cle it is your Judgment, that the Popiſh Biſhops and Prieſts 
had done nothing wortby of Fjedtion, or Excluſion from their Offices, that they 
had (till a Right to exercife their Funtions. And yet you argue it, ( Ra- 
tional Account, pag. 379-) that they were juſtly deprived. How can theſe 
things ſtand together-? © They had done nothing worthy. of Ej<Qtion, 
© and yet were juſily deprived. You ſeem to have a great Conceit of this 
poor Shift ; we had it but a Page or two before, pag. 135, © The Papilis 
© then had the very ſame Plea, that theſe Men have now. So you muſt 
ſay, and argue thus, The Miniſters of Antichriſt ( and thoſe ſuch as were 
State-Tucendiaries too ) might juſtly be caſt out by Law; ergo, ſo may true 


Miniſters © 
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(39 ) | 
flee from Corrupt Teachers, as from Wolves, As the People forſook Pho- 
tinxs,” of whom Finxcent Lyrinen ( adv. heref.. c, 16. p. 43. ) faith, Naw 
quem antes quaſi arictem Gregis ſequebanter, eundens deinceps veluti- Lapuens fou- 


gere ceperant, ( which you have alſo noted, reac. p. 135.) Some are blind | 


Guides, And may not People very well be ſtartled with what Chriſt faith 
concerning ſuch ? If the Blind lead the Blind, both ſhall fall into the Ditch, 
And have youtforgntten, or have you retracted that, in Anſwer to Severa! 
Treatiſes, p.265. (cited in Refor of Sutton p.61. ) * Men may have reaſon 
* to queſtion, if not the Skill, yet the Sincerity of their Guides, and 
© though they muſt have fome, may ſeck new ones, — The ignorant fol- 
© low their Guides only upon the opinion of their Skill and Integrity 3 and 
* when they ſee reaſon to queltion theſe, they know of no Obligation to 
© follow their Conduct over Rocks and Precipices. And yet is it now 4 looſe 
Principle ? ſorne the People are to mark. and avoid, Rom. 16. 17» ſome they 
-mult not bid God ſpeed, 2 Joh. v. 10,11. © There are three Caſes, ( you ſay 
Unreaſ. of Sep. p.213. ) © wherein the Scripture allows of Separation. The 
* ſecond,is (p.214.) In caſe of falſe Doctrine being impoſed inſtead of true,s- 


*XF If any Teachers offer to bring another- Goſpel, os to corrupt the 


© true one, St. Paxl denounces an Anathema againſt them : and that im- 
© plies, that they ſhould have no Communion with them, &c. Now do 
you not here make the People fudges of ſuch Heretical Teachers, whotn 


(T ſuppoſe ) by an Irenie you call admirable Faedges ? p.12 3. . Yet for them + 


to own and incourage ſuch, is to partake of their Evil Deeds, If Mr. B. 
ſaith, as you have it there, | Any one whoſe Miniſtry is ſuch as tendeth to 
Deftruftun more than to Edification, and to ds more harm than good, i4 not to 
be owned | I wonder what you. have to ſay for ſuch, ,when better may 
be had ? Camero ſpeaks to the ſame purpoſe, as Mr. B.. ( pag.327, col. 1.) 
Si non faciant quod fpondet tanti Muneris profeſſio deſerendi ſunt, nam paret- 
dum Deo potius quam Hominibus \ ut fiquis Medicinam profeſſs, &c. If any 


one having profeſſed Phyſick,, ſhould not care, but exaſperate the Diſeaſe, truly 
he ſhould be forſaken, and another is to be choſen in bis room. And what Peter - 


Martyr ſays, ( Loc. com. p. 909. $.33.) may fitly be applied here, Vexant 
preterea nos, quod non publica ſed privata diſceflerimus Autboritate, neq, confi- 
derant, Deum cxiq mandaſſe, ut propriam ſalutem curet. This you cannat- 
deny, but God has commanded every one to bave a care of bis Saul, and 
that Men. are not bound to leſſer Societtes (as-to their own Pariſhes, or - 
Pariſh- Miniſters, ) but fo far as may fiand-with promoting the Salvation 
of their own Souls. | ; 

Who could fpeak more fully than you have done, Rational: Accomnt; 
P: 611, The main thing to be diſadſed, is, Whether the Communiox of your- 


Chmroh or ours, be rather ts be choſen in order 10 Salvation f =— The tendency 10 - 


that 
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(41) 
Order be ſtziQly urged and. preſſed to, Men's, Defirution.). Riſhop? Bilſon: 
( Chriſtian $uhjed, part 3, þ.-299. An..3586.)\(peakiog to:that, ; [We manld. 
bave things done. in or aer .. returgs this (mart-Anfwer A. Gatl you that: Order, 
where Chriſt ſhall ſtand, withoxt toors, till your Clergy conſent to bring him in ? 
Though according to the order of Natwre, light Bodies move upwards, and 
heavy Bodies tend downwards in their ordinary Courſe 3 yet ( which Ca- 
mero applies to a like caſc, p. 581, col. 1. $.2. ) this very order of Nature is 
inverted, Ne detur vacuum, Here I call to mind what you ſay, ( pag.198. ) 
© Is Schiſm indeed become ſuch an inconſiderable and petty Inconvenience ? 
And me-thinks, that Inconvenience, the Breach of external Order ( which 
with you is Schiſm ) is a far leſs Evil, if it be Evil in this cafe, compared 
with the Miſchief of Men's delizoying their own Souls, or negle@ing the 
means of their Salvation. There is an higher Law, which C to uſe the 
words of Camero ) Ordinem deſerere jubet ut extremo malo & irreparabili 


jature occurratur,&c. And qui tam juſta & urgente occaſione ordniem deſerit,reips4 


non deſerit, ſed ſervat. And that Inſtance he gives there is convincing, I 
a Souldier knew his Captain, his Leader, was for opening the Gates to the Ene- 
my, and yet followed ſuch a Leader, keeping Rank and Order fo unſea- 
ſonably, he would ſhew himſelf « Traitor, rather than a faithful Soul- 
dicr. 

The Diſciples would ſeem to. have been for Order there ( as you are ) 
when they were hindring Chritft's Service, Mar. $9. 38. Luk. 9. 49. Maſter, 
we ſaw one caſting out Devils in thy name,— and we forbad him,becauſe he fol- 
lorwreth not w. Now I heartily wiſh, even tor your own fake, from that 
true and due Reſpect I owe to you, that you would more impartially ex- 
amine what you have been doing,and refle& upon your (elf 3 conſider feri- 
ouſly, whether you are not forbidding, and condemning ſome, as faithful 
Followers of Chriſt as your ſelf, even 1n their ſerving Chriſt, and 4erving 
their Generation ? What are your Thoughts of ſuch, as Foſpeb and Richard 
Alleyn, with divers others that might be named, who kept to their mi- 
niſterial Work, and ( as you ſay of Father Latimer ) never & gp them of 
it ? If now they have that Well-come home, Well done good and faithful 
Servants, enter into the Foy of your Lord. |] How far are they above all your 
Cenſures? And me=thinks, it deſerves Men's ſerious Conſideration, 
whether they pray as they ought | Thy Kingdom come | or whether indeed 
they a& not againſt their own Praycrs,who indeavour to hinder the preach- 
ing of the Goſpel, ( a means of enlarging and building up God's/King- 
dom ? ) And as,you declare to the World, ( p. 394. ) you arc one:that be- 
lieves a day of Judgment to come, ( which I would not; once queſtion.) I 
beſcech you, Sir, think well of what that well diſpoſed, Gentleman ( as. you 
call him ) fays, (I think gravely and piouſly ) Letter out of the Country, 
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different from the Apoſtolic Prin Chhs 4 ny Jo na t org et 


ſelves to be a Church, ſeparate from that Primitive Church, will not bring you 
off, For, this many Diſſenters likewiſe ſay,they ſeparate not from, you,buc 
hold Communion with you in all that is neceſſary; and further have moxe Lo- 
cal, Preſintial Communion with you, than you can pretend to have with 
the Primitive Church. Yet you will have their Aﬀemblics ſeparatc 
Churches, while they worſhip God by any other Rule than yours, though 
their Worſhip be as agreeable to the Scripture-Rule. And Is can.y@, or 


any mortal Man prove, that others may not be allowed to differ from You in 
ſuch things, wherein you differ from the Apoſtolical, primitive Church? _ 

Again, it will as little help you to ſay, That you ſpeak of particular 
Congregations, or Societies for Worſhip. For, 

2. Do you not here make your Parechial Congregations allo New 
Churches ? If the Primitive Church had not your Liturgy, were not bound 
to the uſe of your Book of Common- Prayer, then you cannot deny, but you 
are under a ſomwhat different Rule. And are there not ſome Pariſhes, 
that have only Deacons to officiate? And may I not be bold to tell you, 
that you can never prove your Deacons the ſame with thoſe in the Churches 
erected by the Apoſtles? According to F. Paul Sarpi ( of matters Benefic. 
N. 27. ) Deacons were Miniſters of temporal things. You your (elf ſay, p.311, 
* It was no properly Church- power which they had 3 but they were Ste- 
*wards of the common Stock. Then are not Deacons, that are al- 
lowed to preach, and baptize, &c. different Officers * By this time I hope, 
you will be ſenſible, what a Wound you have given to the Cauſe, you 
take upon you to defend, by this Conclution, which is my firſt Note upon 
It, 

(2.) At the firſt view and reading of this your ſecond Concluſion, I 
was willing to hope, that then you would not condemn fuch Afſemblies 
as Mr, B's. who leave the ruling Work to you, andare glad if they be per- 
mitted to preach and hear God's Word, and do not ſeparate from you, 
but joyn with you, eyen in Sacraments,” as well as other parts of God's 
Worſhip. But looking farther into your Book, I ſee my Miſtake ; For 
you ſay, pag. 98. (as was cited before) © No. Man denies, that more 
© places for Worſhip are defirable, and would be very uſeful, where &c. But 
* is it poſſible that Mr. B. ſhould think the Caſe alike, where the Orders of 
© our Church. are conſtantly negleed, the Authority of the Biſhops is 
© lighted and contemned ? -Taceo cetera. | | 

Now I had thought, you might have granted more places for Worlhip, 
not only defireable, and uſeful, but very neceſſary for ſuch as cannot come to 


yours, as far as the Apoſtle makes bearing of the W, ord neceſſary,Rom. 10.14,17. 
G 2 | more 
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( 4 
diſtinguiſh betwixt ſuch, and others 2 that I can find,) but all are alike to 
you. Yea, ſofar are you from favouring theſe, that ſymerimes you would 
have the Sin of thoſe that own you for true Churches, and have Communion 
with you, as far as they can, to be aggravated, and more inexcufable, in 
having other 4 tin (which you account ſeparat-)) Meetings. | 

Ball againſt Can (part. 1. p. $2.) Neither did our Saviour, nor his Diſciples 
before his Death, the upon them to ere a new viſible Church, altogether diſtin 
from the erring Synagogue, but lived in that Church, and frequented the Ordinan- 
c's, neither as abſolute Members of the Synagogue, nor yet as the vifible Chur. h 
diſtin& from it : But as viſi-le Members of that primitive Church, from which 
tyat S YNag0gHe hid degenerated, 

I hind you fo hard, and unyiclding in this Controverſy, I ſhould be glad, 
it you would grant a lictle here, (which I wonder how: you can (o [tifly 
deny) in hopes of more in time, | 

(4.) As you know out Reformers pleaded, that (in their departure from 
Rome) they forſaok not the Church, but approached nearer to the Catholick,, au1 
Primitive C burch (as P, Martyr Loc. Com. p. 915+) So thoſe Chriſtian Aﬀem- 
blies, you cenſure as new (unlawful) Churches, becauſe not wnder your 
Rule, ſuppoſe you have cenſured them raihly here, if in thetr Worſhip they 
are nearer the Scripture-Rule, And truly (Sir) you freak ſo home, and fully 
to the purpoſe (Rational Account, þp. 356, 357+) as is quite beyond the 
power and reach of my poor Imagination to conceive, . how you -can ever 
anſwer your felf. There you fay, © Suppoling any Church (tho preten- 
* ding to be never (ſo Catholick) doth reftrain her Communion witbin ſuch 
© narrow and unjult Bounds—— <7 © Whatever Church takes upon her to 
© limit and incloſe the bounds of the Catholick, becomes thereby divided 
*from the Communion of the Catholick Church: and all fuch who difown 
* ſuch an unjuſt incloſure, do not ſo much divide from the Communion of 
* that Church ſo incloling, 0 as return to the Communion of :the Primi- 
*'tive and Univerſal Church. How will Difſenters thank you for this ? 
Methinks, 1 have ſome hope that we (hall in time be agreed, that we 
ſhall have you (who do fo clearly underſtand and -apprehend *what Schiſm 
there isin any Churches limiting and inclofing - the bounds of the Catholick 
Church; ſhall we not have you) again pleading for Catholick Terms ? And 
you ſay further, ibid. p. 357.—<© The diſowntng of thoſe things wherein 
your Churetr is become Schiſmatical,” cannot certainly. be any culpable 
* Separation: For, whatever is ſo, mult be from a Church fo far as it is 
©Catholick 3 but in our caſe it is from a Church fſo'far only as it ts not Ca- 
©tholick, &&c. While ſuch Paſſages (fo greatly befriending Diffenters, that 
would gladly cloſe with you upon Cath»'ick Term!) droptrom you at un- 
aw ares, Whc.n you ſcarce think of them, what an excellent 44vocat-e inould 

they 
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And'as that Synell of the Reformed ChurcHeSin France, at Charenton, AD. 
1631. declared (as you ltaveit p. 186.) "That there was "vio Tdolatry, or $u- 
per in the Lutheran Churches 3 md therefore the* Members of their Churches 
night be teceived'into Conminnion with them, - withiut renoinicing their own Opi- 
hions or Prattices : So why might'trot the Non-confourmiſts, and their Hear- 
ers be taken into, or acknowledged in Communion with the Church of 
England, without renouncing their Opinjouy or Pradlices, they being certainly 
w far from tdolatry or Superftitron, as any of the Lutheran Churches, As the 
HeJuetian Charches (with you, p. 187 ) declare; That no Separation ought to 
be made for different Rites and Ceremonies, where there is an Apreement in Do- 
Trine : and the true Concord of Chnrches lies in the Doftrine of Chriſt, and the 
Sacraments delivered by bim: Even ſo becauſe the Non-Conformiſts conſent 
with you in DoGrine, do not break them off from your Communion, for 
their difference about Ceremonies. 

May not feveral Churches differ in Modes and Forms of Worſhip, and yet 
have Cotnmunion with one another ? Some Difference 'you *cannot but 
grant betwixt your Cathedral Service, and that in common Country 


. Churches. p. 146,147. You will not ſay, the Churches in other Nations, 


that have not the ſame Rule with you, are Schiſmaticks. 'No, not though 
fuch came over into England, and lived among you. And what if the 
old Liturgy, and that new one ( which you cannot but remember the com- 
piling of, and preſenting to the Bifhops, at the Savoy 1661.) had both 
paſſed, and been allowed, for Miniſters to uſe, as they judged moſt con- 
venient, might not ſeveral 'Miniſters and Congregations in this caſe have 
uſed diftrent Modes of Worthip, without Breach of the Churches Peace, or 
counting each other Schiſmaticky ? Would you have called thoſe, new 
ſeparate Churches, that made uſe of the new reformed Liturgy ? And what 
if a Dutch Church was in your Pariſh ? * Would you diſclaim Communion 
with them, becauſe they had ſome Rwles and Orders different from yours ? 
And what if divers of your Pariſh, living near it, ſhould joyn with that 
Congregation, would you thence conclude,that they erected a new ſeparate 
Church ? And,as the Canon 1640. fpeaksof bowing towardrthe Eaſt or Altar, 
That they which uſe this Rite ſhould not deſpiſe them which uſe it not; &c, it 
now our King and Parliament ( like trwe Catholick : Moderators ) ſhonld 
put forth an Henoticam,make an healing Law, enjoyning Conformifts and 
Non- conformiſls, that agree in the fame Faith and Worſhip for Subſtance,” to 
attend peacably on their Miniſtery, and ſerve God and his Church the beft - 
they can, whether they uſe the Liturgy and Ceremonies, or no, without vin- 
charitable Cenſutes, and bitter Refleaions upon one another, either 7 
Word, or Writing ; would you yet fay, "that the Non-conformifts Aﬀemblics 
( not following your Rules and' Orders ) were no other than new ſeparate 
Churches ? (5) F: 
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Pornt-of Conformity, without which a New Church; is execd ? - Here I 
offer this Note upon. what, you ſay farther, pag.'14S.. n. 5, .. That many 
whom you-condemn, though not ſatisfied —_ 6h and ſuch Orders of the 
Church, yet continue in all. Ats of Communion with your, Church, { or inall 
that you will call parts of Worſhip) and draw not others from.it, wpon 
any meer Pretence, no, not at all z though they dare not but joyn at. other 
times with Non-conformiſts, in that which they are well afſured is as truly 
God's Worſhip, and it they fay, in ſome Reſpects more pure, you have 
not yet diſproved it. . And therefore you ſhould make good your word there, 
and not charge ſuch with Schiſm. if 

Or if you ſhould ſay, Conformity in all things to your Church-Rules. is 
neceſſary, that if Men differ never fo little from thoſe Rules, it is to.eret 
new Churches, what wotul rending.work would this make ? By a Parity 
of Reaſon, may not other foreign , Churches be denied to have Communi- 
on with the Church, of England ? How many that could not ſubmit-to 
theſe Laws and Rules, without receding from their own pablick Confeſſions ? 
Could the French, and Belgick Churches aſſent to the Jus divinum of Epi- 
ſcopacy ? could- they own it, as evident to all Men diligently reading the 
holy Scriptures,to be of Apoſtolical Inſtitution ? And. would: not apy one that 
reads the Declaration of the Faith and Ceremonies of the Pſaltzgraves Churches, 
printed at London A.D. 1637, take them to have been averſe from ſuch 
Conformity, as the Church of England ſtands upon? | You glory in the 
good Opinion of the Reformed Churches and Proteſtant Divines abroad, con- 
cerning the Conſtitution and Orders of our Church : and their owning Comm 
nion with our Church, ( pag. 96, 97.) And you. make nothing of what: ha 
been returned by way of Anſwer to Dr. D. Bonaſus Vapulans is. but a litth 
Creature (I confe(s, to Jook on ) yet ſome that have read it, do not look , 
on it as nothing. But if an owning of the Divine, or 6 hr0 0 ght of 
Epiſcopacy.and Re-ordination, &c. be made the Terms of their Communi- 
on with our Church, how many Proteſtant Divines abroad, that would 
renonuce Communion with us, rather than be pleaſed with it upan ſuch 
Terms ? $3 rods Koen tion ob is - 


. 


' © And further, if Conformity in all things. to your Church-Rules be neceſ- 
ſafy, &c, How, many Parochial Minilters and.Coagregatians ( as 1Was 
rioted before ) muſt be denied to be in. Communion with the Church of 
England, whom for the ſame Reaſon you mult_call new: ereced ron 
. 3 

iy p 


kept riot the Law. They, who. hays afſented, and conſenten, apler 
Orders and Rules to which they haye given theis. 


For as one ſays (_alluding to that ) They. who,tbemſelver.. w ory reunal 
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you have it from another,) The P rieſts in-zhe "Teniple. reak. the. Lay, and gre 
blameleſs. Then'muſt.you'not either acquit many D 
demn many Conformiſts ? ""oN 
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ther ome of you, ar ſuch as Mr, B, one might ſoon gyels, what their Scn- 
tence, or Verdi would be, If 1 em hege, and ſometimes <l{ewhere to 
digreſs a little 3 yet I think ip reaſon yau ſhould oyezlook it. I would hope | 
that in time you may be convinced of a greater Digreſſon in the ſcope of your 
late Writings. 

(6.) If you, and the Church of England, will not be (o favourable to- 
wards thole diftind Societies, that are not under your Church-Rules, as to 
acknowledg them in Communion with youz yet by what you,and Chilling- 
worth ſay, 1ſce not but they may be ſtill in Communion with the ( atholick, 
Church, and Members of it. Knot talketh thus to our Reproach, ( Charity 
maint. part 1. c. 5.9 38.) Proteſtants cannot avoid the note of Schiſm, at leaſt by 
reaſon of their mutual Separation from one another. For moſt certain it is, 1hat 
there is very great difference— between the Lutherans,the rigid Calviniſts,and the 
Proteſtants of England. But it is obſervable, what Chillingworth ſays,p.255, 
Eighthly (to that) That all the Members of the Catbslick Church, muſt of ne- 
ceſſity be united in external Communion, | Which tho it were much to be deſired it 
were ſo, yet certainly cannot be perpetmally true — Divers times it bath happened, 
as in the caſe of Chryloltome an Fannie, that particular Men, and parti- 
cilar Churches, bave upon an over-valued difference, eitbex renounced Communion 
mutually, or one of them ſeparated from the other, and yet both have continued 
Members of the Catholick Church. Here let us ſuppoſe ſome unhappy diffe- 
rence to ariſe among your ſelves, as if ſome were for the publick condemn- 
ing of your Irevicum, ſome againſt it 3 ſome offended at thoſe Miniſters 
who appear not as zealous againſt Diſſenters, as you have ſhewed your (elf, 
and others offended as much at you, and them3 ſome taking offence at 
thoſe that bow at the word Feſus, or bow towards the Altar, and, others ta- 
king the like offence at thoſe who ſcruple, or forbear ſuch Practice, Sup- 
poſe now the contention was carried ſo high, that the diſagreeing Parties 
refuſed Communion with one another hereupon 3 and if it came to that, 1 
would know which of theſe ſhould be the new Church? Or whether both 
Parties might not yet be in Communion with the Church of England ? And 
much more, may not the ſame Catholick Church hold Conformilts, and 
Proteſtant Diſſenters ? 

And you give us this Note, Rational: Account, p- 331. ©He that (cpa- 
© rates only from patticular Churches as to ſuch things which concern not 
* their Being, is only ſeparated from the Communion of thoſe Churches, 
© 2nd not the Catholick. Now will you fay, thoſe Rules and Orders, 
about which all the Difference is betwixt you, and the Non-canformiſts, 
concern the Being of yowr .Gluerch ? 1 doubt you will never be able to 
convince :many, but the Church of England might- be cycry. jut as well 
without them. | 
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deſirable- thing, that the Bars #0 their fills Communion with you were rC- 
moved '( if they be ſuch things as are not 'neceſſary.)) And in the mean 
time ( poſſibly ) thoſe New Churches are better than no Churches. 

And indeed it is matter of wonder to me, it you have no more Charity 
for ſuch, have no better Thoughts of them, than of thoſe idle, looſe, pro- 
fane Perſons, that wholly negle& and contemn the Worſhip of God, 8 
nevey go to any Church at all. 

I would ſay more to this, did I not think enough 15 (aid already, 

Now I come. to your /aft Concluſion. 

3+ * As to things in the Judgment of the Primitive and Reformed 
© Churches left undetermined by the Law of God, and in matters of 

* meer Order and Decency, and wholly as to Form and Government, e- 

' very one, notwithſtanding what his private Jadgment may be of them, 

* is bound for the Peace of the Church of God, to ſubmit to the Determi- 

« nation of the lawful Governours of the Church. 

But would you not lead us here into a Maze, a Labyrinth, without any 
Clew to guide us out ? Let us now ſee how Pertinent and Material this is to 
your purpole. 

Here firſt, I muſt ſuppoſe this Dreſtion, viz. How far, or in what things 
is every Man bound ( whatever bis private Judgment be ) for the Churches 
Peace, to ſubmit to the Determination of the lawful-Governours of the Church-? 

And your Anſwer is, every one is bound to fubmit to the Determination 
of ſuch ( what ever his private Judgment be. ) 

1. As to things in the Judgment of the Primitive and Reformed Churches 
left undetermin'd by the Law of God. 

2. And in matters of * meer Order and Decency. 

3. And wholly as to the Form of Government > This I think, you cannot 
deny to be the true Analyſis of your third Concluſion. 

How. pertinent this your Reſolution is to the caſe of Diſſenters, and 
how material to give them SatistaGtion,will appear by examining the ſeveral 
Parts, 

But firſt, it is wortlr nothing, that you ſpeak only of the Determination 
of the lawful Governours of the Church, Implying, that Men are not bound 
to ſubmit to the Determination of fuch as may be proved UVſirpers, ſuch 
as are not lawful Governours of the Church. Then fo far you and they 
may be agreed, that it the Pope ſhould ſet up a Patriarch, ec. in England, 
Men were not bound to ſubmit to their-Determination, till ſuch could be 
proved lawful Governours of the Church. And then whether you have 
fully anſwered your Gentleman ( p. 305.) and others, and (proved that 
Chriſt hath inveſted with Power to make ſuch Derrees and Determinations ( as 
lawful Governours of the Church ) thoſe who neverwere choſen, ox approved 
by the People, is another Queſtion ? But 
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Refotimed Churches fath things —_ undetermined by God's Law; 
and the Church hath Power to dere&mine them. But Men are to examine 
whether ſuch Liberty be'allowed by Chriſt, And as you go on, þ. 628, 
© It may be you will tell mie, that in this Caſe, Preſcription interprets 
© Law, and that the Churches Poſſefion argues it was the Will of Chriſt. 
© Bur ftill the Proof lies tipon your fide, fince you ran your felf into new 
© Briars3 for you muſt prove that there is no way to interpret this Law, 
© bur by the PraRtice ( here I muſt fay by the Fadgerent ) of the Church, 
© 2rd which is the Ti&@Tvy 4G» of all, that the Church cannot come 
* into the Poſſeſſion of any thing, but what was originally given her by 
© the Legiflator, — He that undertakes to prove it impoſſible that the 
* Church ſhould claim by an undue Title 3 muſt prove it impoſſible, - that 
* the Church ſhould ever be deceived. | 

4. Is this a' plain, or rather is it not an Impoſſible Rule ? If every one 
be bound to ſubmit to the Determination of thoſe things, that #n the 
Fudgment of the Primitive and Reformed Churches axe left undetermined by 
the Word 3 then every one ſhould be bound to know the Judgment of 
the Primitive, and Reformed Chizrches, as to thoſe things. We ſhould 
think it well, if Men would be perſwaded to ſearch he Scriptures, and 
to ſubmit to what God hath revealed and made known there to be 
their Duty 3 but ( according to what you have here. laid down) this ſhould 
not be ſufficient : but every one is alſo bound to ſearch the Monuments of 
Antiquity, to turn over the Antient Fathers and Councils, and fo like- 
wiſe to get a View of the whole Body of latter Confeſſioms, that may in- 
form him of the Judgment of the Primitive and Reformed Churches. And 
is not this to bind heavy Burthens upon Men's Shoulders, and to make 
more Sins than are fonnd to be ſo in God's Law? - Or will you ſay, 
that Men are bound to an Implicite Faith here, that what you affert to have 
been the Judgment of the Primitive and Reformed Churches, they muſt 
believe without more adoe? Or if you will not fay they are bound to 
ſuch an Implicite Faith in your Word, will you allow them to ſ«ſpend the 
AG of Submiſſion, to the Determination of Church-Governours, - till 
fuch time as they can be ſatisfied, that fuch Determination is agree- 
able to the Judgment of the Primitive, and Reformed Churches ? Will 
you give them time, till they can find Reordination in the like Caſe, 
reading of Apocrypha in the room of God's' Word, &e. to have. been. 
approved and praQiſcd in the Primitive and Reformed Churches ? 

5. Is this 2 gotden, rather is it not a leaden Rute ? May it not be torned 
contrary ways ? Was the Primitive Charoh for kneeling in the Act of receiv- 
ing ? Were not the Pſaltzgraves Churcber to be reckoned among the reformed: 
Chutches ? And were they for our Englif} Ceremonies ? Do not the Luthe- 
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*xeducing it, 4s near as they'itould, to that-ate + was atder the irlb- 
* Chriſtian Emperors, &c. '(Agreeable ' to Chillingworth, 'p,-287. $327 ) 
But whether you took not the hint of diſtinguiſhing "the'Trensformation of 
a Church from the Reformation of it, from Arch-Biſhop Fhitgift, 'Tcannot - 
tell. HoweverT. C. (latter part of his ſecond Reply, p. 172.) could not 
diſcern it to have any Solidity, but called it 4 ſingle Ek. Argument : ſeeing- 
Transforming may be in part, as well as Reforming, And you have not im- 
proved it at all, But what a firange Aſſertion is that of yours, p. 96. * That 
© there are in effect no new Terms of Communion with this Church, but 
© the fame wich our fhr(t Reformers owned, andſuffered Martyrdom for in 
* Queen Mary's Days ? And will you ſtand to this, that they died Martyrs. 
for Ceremonies,and for fuch Impoſitions,as have thruſt out ſo many Minilicrs, 
that are moſt ready to ſubſcribe to the fame Truth,for which indeed they" 
laid down their Lives ? I had thought, that F. Rogers (the Proto-Martyr 
in that Perſecution) had been a Non-conformiſt. As there were other Non- 
conformiſts alſo that ſuffered. And can you make the World believe, that 
they ſuffered for Conformity? And did not the Martyrs imQueen Mary's Days 
ſuffer iv one and the ſame Cauſe, whether Conformiſts,or Non-conformifis? 
Indeed they agreed well in Red (in Blood;-and Flames) who before ha 
differed in Black, and White, But as you will have it, p. 2. *Our Churth 
*ſtands on the ſame Grounds, &c. And p.4. *I would only know, if 
© thoſe Terms of Communion which were impoſed by the Martyrs; 'and 0- 
© ther Reformers, and which are only continued by us, &c. I fay, you 
would perſuade us, that you are pon the ſame Grounds with our firſt Refor- 
mers, who were for Reforming according to the Scripture, rejecting all 
things repugnant thereto, only they would have the Church reduced, as 
near as they could, to that ſtate it was in, under the firſt Chriſtian Empe- 
rors, (þ- 17.) Now to make this good it lieth on you to prove from Catho- 
lick written Tradition, that the preſent eſtabliſhed Rule was the Rule for Ad- 
miſſion of Miniſters into their Function, and other Church-Members into 
Communion, .obſerved in thoſe Antient Churches, or one' as near as could be to 
it 3 and further tomake it good, that it is not at all Feprgnant to the Seri 

ture-Rule : Orif you cannotdo this, you muſt 'then grant, that you are 
gone off from the Rale of our firſt Reformers, that is, the Scripture, and 
thoſe Primitive Churches, and that the Terms of Communion are not indeed 
the (ame. Propter externosritus diſcipline homines pios ferire, neque Domtnt eft 
voluntas, nequee purionis Ecelefue moye » foo ALUMNI oo DD 
7. Would not ſuch\a Rule. be: point-blank contrary to Sciipture:Rale If 
never ſo many Councils;;it all the Churches: vponEarh derermified;"*that 
they-had (ych Power, that they could cutoff both-Minifters' and Membirs 
of the Church for Matters left undetermined by God's Law; we could-not 1iibs 
I nt 
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from thoſe Words, þ. 208. 4 pradent and dur fuceifion in lawfhd things lies 
breween Tyranny ever Mens Canſoronces, and endleſs Separatim, With Biſhop 
Davenant it is crelendi ac loquends digere. Now it- this be the Caſe of 
Non-conformiſt Minifters, thatothers would tyrannize over theit Conſci- 
ences,will it not juſtify their Separation, which is bot a Seperztion ſecundan 
quid ? And if you deny this to be their Caſe, be pleaſed to give a ſound 
. and ſolid Anſwer to thoſe few Pages of the ſecond Plea for Peace, towards 
the end, p. 116, &c. Cui tyrannidem in Chriſtianiſimum vel uſurpat, vel 
invebit, ille Chriſtum, quantum poteſt, # ſolio dejicit, &c. Amyrald. in Theſ. 
Salmur, p. 435. $ 22. | 

8, Willyou ſay, every Man is bound (for Peace-lake) to ſubmit to the 
Determination of Church-Governours,whatever his private Fudgwent may be; 
When his Judgment may be,that ſuch a Determination lsagainſt the Word, 
tho never ſo many Churches, and Councils judg otherwiſe? And when his 
Judgment may be, that ſubmiſſion to ſuch Determination of Men, would be 
real Diſobedience and ating contrary to the Will of God? If his Conſci- 
ence be rightly informed, then he oppoſeth the Authority of $criptare, and the 
Fudgment of God to the Judgment of Men (as Chillingworth fays, p. 309.) 
which is certainly allowable. It his Conſcience and Judgment be erroneous, 
yet he mult ſaſpend the att of Submuſſion to ſuch Determination, till he can 
be better infarmed : or acting here againſt his Fadgment and Conſcience 
(tho erroneous) he would greatly fin. As ſuppoſe the Governours of the 
Church to have determined, that we ſhall all declare owr Afſext unto that 
in Preface before the Book of Ordination, [ That it is evident unto all Men, dili- 
gently reading Holy Scripture, and Ancient Authors, that from tbe Apoſtles time. 
there have been theſe Orders of Miniſters in Chriſt” s Church, Bifkaps, Prieſts and 
Deacons, as ſeveral Officers. | You could not have ſubmitted to ſuch Deter- 
mination, while your Judgment was the ſame, as when you wrote-your 
Irenicem. This is evident from what I noted thence, | Refor af Sutton, 
p. 41, 66, © Notbing can b&more evident, than that it roſe not from any divine 
Inftitztion, &c. Could you have diſſembled with God and Man for Peacc- 
fake. (But more of this afterwards. ) 4 

But I am thinking, 'you may pothibly object, T hat youpeak of things 
ſuppoſed to be left undetermin'd, whereas I Inſtance here, in a matter that 
the Word determines. Yet 1 hope this may be more convincing. - Let 
us for this once ſuppoſe, that 'you could now prove trom Scripture, thar 
the Biſhops Office is diſtiact from that of Pregbyters ; yer 1 hope you will 
grant me, -that you could not have ſubmitted to fach Determination of 
the Church, while you believed no:fuch thing. And then I have what 
I would. have. ' Every. Man cannot lawtully ſubmic to the Churches Des 
termination, though it be according ng the. Scripture (that is, 0 —_ 
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Here two or three Queſtions come in for your” Solution.” 


1. 'Whether ſuch Rites and Ceremonies, are Matters of meer Order and 
Decency ? | , <p 

2. Whether the Governotrs. of the Church have Power to appoint and 
determine the uſe of ſuch Matters ? .. 

3 whether every one is bound to ſubmit to them, upon ſuch Determi- 
nation * 

I intend not -to ſay much upon thefe Queſtions, ſuppoling they may 
fall in others Way. And but that you ſeem too reſolved to hold vowr own 
Concluſion, {0 much hath been written upon theſe Points, that might ex- 
cuſe us from ſaying more, till what -hathbeen publiſhed; be fairly anſwered. 


Oweſtion 1, Whether ſuch Rites and Ceremonies. are Mattcrs of meer Orgar 
and Decency ? | FS | 
» I», You ſay, and declare, they are appointed only for 'Order and Decency. 
But not as'it the contrary implied a natural Indecency ( as was noted, 
Recior of Sutton, p. 63.) whereupon it follows, that you mult hold them 
vainly appointed, or that the contrary might as well have been appointed 3 
and fo teach, or tempt People to have hard Thoughts uf the Governours 
of the Church, for appoiating and ſo rigorouſly impoſing fuch Ceremonies, . 
whereby many. are deprived of their Miniſters, and of ſome of God's 
Ordinances; which may ſeem very harſh, if they are ooly-for Order and 
Decency, and that in ſo low a Degree, that the Worſhip of God might 
be as orderly and decently performed, without them.. Would you have the 
Governours of the Church deprive Miniſters of their Liberty,and others of 
the Sacraments for no other Cauſe, than their meer Wills ? Wa 

2. Do you well accord here, with Mr. R. Hooker, who ſays, Our Lord 
himſelf did that which Cuſtom and long-uſage had made fit , we, that which 
Fitneſs and great Decencyhath made uſuah? You ſeemed, ( Anſwer to ſeveral 
Treatiſes, p. 268. ) unwilling that any ſhould urge you with that, Sci. 
Then the Apoſtle*'s way of Worſhip, was -not not- init ſelf altogether fo 
decent and fit-:. But if the Ceremonies be in themſelves of ſuch an indiffe- 
rent Nature, . that the'contrary implieth no Ingecency, then you cannot fay, 
that their great -Decency and Fitneſs was the Ground .of appointing and 
uling them. . Wherein you and Mr. Hooker, appear to be of different Minds. 
And kneeling at Communions with him (4. 5.9. 68. þ. 366.) is a Geſture of 
Piety, which is ſomething more than meer Decency. SE 

3. Do you well accord here with the Governours of the Church # You 
declare, our Ceremoniesare appointed only for : Order - and Pecency, Whereas 
they have declared them. to be. for the due-Reverence of Gyriſt's boly Myſteries 
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( 63 ) 
prove it from the written Law of Chrift, Here I remember what you ſay; 
Rational Account, p. 103. *Is it in that Place, where he bids the Apoſtles 
* to teach all that he commanded them, that he gives Power to the Church 
* toteach more than he commanded ? And a little before it, what hath 
* he commanded her to do ? to add to his Doctrine by making things 
© neceflary, which he never made to beſo? Surely, you cannot think the 
Church hath any fuch Power. In all kind of Grants, (ſays Gurney ( Vind. 
of 24 Com. 45.) The want of an Affirmative js Negative ſufficient. Then 
may not Men queſtion, whether the Governours of the Church have ſuch 
a Power from Chriſt, till they can prove it ? 

If [*Teaching them to obſerve all things whatſocver I have commanded you | 
doth not imply, that the Govcrnours of the Church may teach and com- 
mand more, than they have his Word and Warrant forz I can think of 
no other Text more likely for the purpoſe, than that, 1 Cor. 14. 40.. Let all 
things be done decently and in Order | Ugon which Mr. F. Maſox grounded 
{ The Authority of the Church in making Canons and Conſtitztions concerning 
things indifferent, printed 1607. | But here you will fall ſhort roo, For 
(I ſuppoſe) the Jews were as well bound to pertorm the Worthip of 
God decently and in order ; yet that was no Warrant or Allowance for their 
bringing in other Rites and Ceremonies into God's Worſhip, than what God 
himſelf had appointed. And what if Church-Governours forbad the 
Uſe of ſuch Ceremonies? Would it be to (in agaifſi this Rule ? Cannot 
the Worſhip of God be performed decently, and in ord:r without them ? 
Antecedently to any Determination of Chrilt's Governours Men are bound to 
worſhip God decently and in Order 3 but none are fo bound to uſe ſuch Ce- 
rembnies in God's Worlhip, as was hinted before. And that theſe differ 
toto genere from Maittrs of Order and Decency, may appear, in that if we 
ſuppoſe them approved of God, they are Matters of an higher Nature, 
than things mcerly decent, that is, they are prows and religiow, not only 
finally,but formally,that a Man wou amiſs,that uſed them only as decent. 
negleQing the ſpiritual Sigmification of them. , And then will it not follow, 
that if they be not approved and allowed of God, it is worſe for Gover- 
nours to appoint and command them, than if they commanded ſome 
{ſimple indecent 1bing in God's Worſhip ? ' As Superſtition, or falſe Wor- 
(hip ( ceteris paribus ) is worle than a meer Indecency. | 

3. It would ſecm, by what we reade, Gal. 2. 11, 14. that the Apoſtle 
Pyer had no Authority to appoint'.the Obſervation of ſuch things. | Yet 
his Power was as great, as any Church-Governours .nowican pretend to, 
with Reaſon. | | EMH 61 | 

4. If Chutch- Governours: have fuck a' Power (as you ſay of Men's (c- 
parating upon account of their Scruples, Vareaſon. of Sqqurazion, pag. ; 79: 

whic 
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if more Ceremonies were retained, va the more Ancient, rather than ſyck 
as _ up bs latter times, (as. Standing may be proved before the Ceremony 
f Kneelin wi | | 

if And whether there are not many Ceremonies in uſe among the Papiſts, ca- 
pable of having a good fignification put upon them, and ſo as innocent and 
indifferent as theſe 3 and therefore for the Reaſon you have given, to be 
retained, or entertained amongſt us, to ſhew our Fuſtice and Equity towards 
them, that we proceed not in meer oppoſition to Popery, that we break, not with 
them about meer indifferent things ? And will you be for that peaceable Deſign, 
for going 4s near to Rome as you can, without Sin? But thus upon your Prin- 
ciples, the Church might be Reformed I will not call it, but Transformed, 
(borrowing the Word from you) and become as Ceremoniow as 'was the 
Fewiſh Church under the Law. And they that highly applaud fuch Ceremo- 
nics, as mighty Helps to Devotion, &c. may next tell 'the World that the 
Fewiſh Church was priviledged above the Chriftian, as having more ſuch 
Helps 3 (unleſs they have a Face to ſay, that the Ceremonies of God s appoint= 
ment were no ſuch Helps, as thoſe of Man's Inventions.) And conſequently 
that latter Churches (which ſome take to have been lefs pure) had ſome 
Helps, which Chriſt and his Apoſtles were not mindful to ſupply the Pri- 
mitive Church with. 

5. It would ſcem,that if Chriſt had approved of the appointing of ſuch 
things, he would rather have appointed them himſelf, in his Word, (which 
would have gained them more repute and eſteem, and might have ended 
the diſpute about them.) There is the ſame Reaſon for all Churches to ob- 
ſerve and practiſe them, as for ours. *Tis impoſlible for you to aſlign any 
Reaſon for the Crofs in Baptiſm; &c. 4 naturs rei, now, but what would. 
have been as pleadable even in the Apoſtles times, and at all times fince. 
Then is it not moſt probable,that Chriſt would have made an mniverſal Law 
for them, that ſhould equally reſpe& all Churches, had it been his Mind 
to have ſuch things in his Church ? Indeed we tind, Chriſt hath inſtituted 
what religious Rites and Ceremonies, he would have obſerved, in the Sacra» 
ments of the New Teſtament. And where he hath determined the matter 
himſelf, what have Men to do more, than ro ſubmit to his Determination ? 
What can Men do, that come after the King ? None' are like to do his work 
better, or know his Mind better, than himfeik. : 

6. If the exerting fuch a Power be found contrary to many expreſs Come 
mands in the Word, how can we imagine ſuch a Power conveyed to Church- 
Governours in any general Command there ? The Scripture is no where 
contrary toit {elf. - Conſult Rom. 14.1, 2, 3,'4, 5, 13, 14, 15; & v.47, 
to the end of the Chipttr.. And Chap. 15. 1, 2. Are'there ſuch plain Com-' 
mands in Scripture tor mueteal ner and againſt judgittg; "and © a 
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* parts of Divine Worſhip js unlawful, For.that-is to ſuppoſe the Script 
an imperfe& Rule of Worlbip, and that Superſtition «is "no FAR, 

*The Croſs in Baptiſm is an Addition, Tho you ſeem to underBland the 
prohibition of adding to the Word, of things direlly repugnant 3 yet that is 
not ſo properly an Addition, as an Abolition, As one ſays, Probibetur bic 
additio, non tantiim contrarii, (que non tam additio eft quan abolitio) ſed etiam 
diverſi, ( v. M. Poli, Synopſ. Crit. in Dent, 4. 2.) Methinks, we may 
know what it is to add, if we underſtand what it is to diminiſh;then as they 
might not diminiſh, or take away from God's Worſhip one ſignificant Cere- 
mony which the Lord had inſtituted, by a Paritysf Reaſon it would ſeem 
to Cn that they might not introduce or add one ſignificant Ceremony to 
the Worſhip, God had inſtituted. 

The Croſs in Baptiſm is made a new part of Worſhip. For that which is 
uſed in God's Wozlhip in ſuch a manner, and to ſuch an end, that there need- 
eth nothing bue Divine Inftitation, or God's appointing it to be uſed in that 
manner, and to that end, to make it a part of the true Worſhip of God, that 
is made a part of God's Worſhip, tho falſly, for want of Divine Inſtitution. 
Had Chriſt appointed the Croſs in Baptiſm, as the Church hath appointed it 
to be uſed, intoken that we {hould not be aſhamed, &c. -had Chriſt.appoin- 
ted it, by.that Badg to dedicate us to the Serviceof him that died upon the-Croſs, 
no doubt it had thus beconie a part of God's true Worſhip. Here you 
ſpeak ſhort, p. 348. The Canon fays, It i5 an bonourable Badg, whereby the 
Infant is dedicated to the Service of, &c. And what is that, but © a Sign frome 
© Men to God, to teftify their Subjeftion * Which by your own Confellion 
there is an AG of Worſhip 3 and yet you will have it no ſuch thing, /P. 355. 
you ſay, © If Chriſt had inſtituted it with ſuch Promilſes--(then*no.doubt,/e. 
And I ay, If Chriſt had inttituted it only in token, that we oxght not to be 

ed to confels him (which is lc{s, than that hereafter we hall not be a- 
ſhamed ) had he appointed it only to ſignify our Duty, 'it would yet no doiebt, 
| have been made a part of Worſhip, And I hope upon ſecond thoughts, 

you will Gay the ſame. Wee oo 
Some other Pallages,. rclating to this Matter,” T would have glanced at; 
'but it is time to 8k {0 an end of this Concluſion | I have 'been fy Jong 
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Ceremony, with the ſame Liberty to Men's Conſciences, that they have done ano- 
ther, Scil. The Crojs, and Surplice, &c. with the ſame Liberty, as bowing to 
the Euſt or Altar, As he alſo cites, 4 Petition of the Houſe of 
Commons to King James, An. 1610, Wherein is as follows, Minifters 


being removed from their Eccleſiaſtical Livings for not conforming # ſome 


Points, it is a great grief to your Majeſties Subjefis, (teing the whole People that 
want Inſlruction are by ths means puniſhed, Here 1 remember what you 
ſay of the Vow Corban, (p. 340.) and how they thought their Tradition 
80 over-rule the Law. Then you can clear your Ceremonies, as mocent, 
and free from any ſuch Crime. And yet it hath ſometimes been known, 
when no Srplice, no Service, And Conformity to the Ceremonies is 
made fo neceffary,that People muſt have no Miniſters without it. By which 
means many Souls ate at great wants, That you fhould hold it a thing 
more pleaſing to God, that the Ceremonies be uſed and kept up, than that 
the Souls of Men in many places be relieved, and taken care for. And- it 
the Worſhip of God muſt rather be omitted, than the Ceremonies, is not 
this, to ſet wþ Men's Traditions above God's Law, and Men's Inventions 
above Divine Inſtitutions? Many cannot be ſatisfied with that you tell 
them.,p. 346. That theſe Ceremonies are purged from Popiſh Superſtition and Error. 
And therefore all Opinion of Merit and ſpiritual Efficacy is taken from them 3 
which do make them to be Parts of Divine Worſhip. They know not that an 
Opinion of Merit 1s neceſſary to any part of Divine Worſhip. And if you 
would convince them, that you look on them as no more than naked, in- 


different Ceremonies, they could with, that as you diſclaim the Opinion of 


their ſpiritual Efficacy and neceſſity in Word, fb they might ſee that you do 
it in deed, that none may be deprived of the Means, that God is wont to 
make effedual, and are ordinarily neceſſary to Salvation, for the ſake of ſuch 
Ceremonies, which you will not fay are effeual, or. neceſſary thereto, 
And to go on one ſtep further with you here, to (p.:347. ) cither you 
mult grant ſuch: Ceremonies are #0 be altered, diſpenſed with in this Cafe, 
or you mult take them to be mnalterable, and then ( by your own Con- 
feſſion there ) you make them parts off Divine Worſhip." * For ( as you fay ) 
© this ſuppoſes an equal Neceflity: ( of them ) with' that of Divine Infti- 


© tution.. And if Men. muſt be without the Word, and without Sacra- 
ments, rather: than without -your Ceremonies, as ſome have been, ahd 
ſtill ordinarily are ) then do you not make theme of equal Neceſſity with Di- - 


vine Inſtitutions; if the preaching of the Word, -and Adminiſtration of Sa- 
craments be ſuch? And thus have you proved (for ns) your Ceremonies to 


be made parts of Worſhip. This foſias Nichols complained of long fince, 
( Plea, &c. p. 120. ) That the Reverend Fathers,” accounting thoſe things ( for 


which they contend ) but meer Trifler, waxld yet prefer them .before the Miniſtry. 
| | And . 


_ - IE EET -_ 
REF VC UE YT A UAE EIS wa ef ES eee A LI. O00 OMP Lo CA CE OE  ma—————___—_———_— _ 
bs "ww 4 
$41," 48 " » Ws . +49) Voie pr eeriw - ma * 


—_ "> 4 *s. 


TT ee DS RS _ ts 


aſl. "0 
*s 


Auomad2ry ; | Oh RS ae 
40 *azny 2u0 ut t99no9 9494 1971 rſ2juoryfmb 11a0wn0g -q741q MO Shy 
I. SY . & lurapin rneſ wi wopne 1410 ping 'pre 2ary ly dinigg 40 
jr2dj 22y0 nol. *uoſuag, 314742piſuea 12y1-30u pjnogja *STu1q4 mua42ſfipur iq 
( 3eyy' 112.10} ) <ay3 3uno55e nol 3ety3 way 4zS12e3 120 *wozur yea] 
23 ur 20u $30p $Iy2 *< \rſſanyy 3hqdq 294 Jo Sa242ry 243M Kays 1 Se 
 *poukoſud , pur . paſodwz {139743/ Se mays 333 Aa uayra 2 {arfſonau apr 
axe Aoyz 3nq' f2421Þq 10uned ouym' wayz 0) Ary nok nia ey pay 17 
- 62Jegrq $1923 4q pauojye>90 aary 4ew nuk S2jdnag '2y1 yo 2Je2 01 
*prn 1pyuoo nok j(11M . ; voruſiadnyg 1201 us ways Turwyuoo jo Ang 
: 301. 0q 2y Auom2a13y 2y2 yo ajn 2y1 4q 12y12ym ©2qnop ur pue *nomndny3y 
2q_ 12yluja 2.31 2EYAA 21 3n0y3m poaiynurupe 4114911 2q Jou pno9 wylz 
-=drg 1 62 *(arſſpaau u22p[17 112y1 Jo Fuſes 213 1195u0E) op ( p2gymiyul 2q 
0) paeayÞrq you pue {3uezouF1 242 -Se yh ) Auru Aioa ST 31 We3I99 
104 4uownonny 12£y3.30 3195807 snoN14y3a2dng yory {ue mon yo 3ygnozq 
, pue Þowaogur - a23142q a1doaq' 112y3 puy ueo 4ay2 1112 Fuizndeq ur $jory 
2112 30 2Jn 2y2 aeaqzoy 01- $12ylummy yon mojge nod [j14 MON 4 2[qPMO] , 
-]e 2q aJn ue qyory aJey $143 ul 42y32y 4 *P233pyuo? 29 01 3ygno 21 *$9unyy , 
Areya52u se 3nq ©2ua2yIpur Se Way 2Jn 40U op *waya aJn oyUm 3J0y1 JO , 
AN[e12U39 2y3 uaym , (*FIid uormy fo copay pald ) 'tþ9 4d map leg 
pet no4 zeqa yo uayez oary nol 12y3 puy 334 Jour 1 'I1 fog puy 
-£YÞMNyy 2y12 Jo SNOUnAdY 212 4dq pauſoſus pur payuiodde Juraq 
*SIJUOW2I3Y yoHnJ 03 31wqry 03 puncq $1 2u0 A124 12y3a yaa *E 12hug 


"Lg SC Leary 2h If OT 

"*7*{07) *7 *$þ. JowF *OÞþ ©6E *L1. ex *7 101 1037 EE ZE OE poxg 26. 
"*71 W*T7'Þumgq Se 3X31, 12430 yory, pure 40u2Uypuewwoy PUOI2J 21 Ul 
-#2uanbaſuory Lud iq vappiquog ways 523 a2yzel 30U pjnod 43y2 3ety2 Arp 
I *S1 31 2Guezty (+ wat 24123qo oja fypanyy no Jo 3ey12 SE fS2JUOWANIN 

YJay1 Funuem *4u2zp of 10u Sem *rnrr4/tgqr anmmwmig pur S2Tyody 291 

Jo dreguo gy yp 2213 dun ppnom 11 papnpus 242y3 $2IV0W2IdJ yon 2jod 
-dry am 1 Sy *uaqz zſurvdo Umep 29 143 Wm wuawnGay 231qrang[09 210 

'e a2Uaym ) 5 Uuanzp ap 24 SFurqs 110 437 IK2.1, 1ey2 Wor aavnbsſ 
107) (q [njaar] m2y2 240d 01 anoarapus pinoy 529 Funny {0 BF 298 ut 

Dupaily pue *4ſ04) IU1 10J US13INLA IAPY SE *UJN Poult] YONJ- JEU] <58UP1}] 

23217 -e wo dew 11 puy *pot yo dino 2y23 ut pajtppead aq dew , 

pu? 7Tnzaer $1 fo2uanbajuod 4q aou {pang u2ppiqICy 12 31ou SLIPYAA , 
*g<E *Ioq *1eq1 01 194Juy 1211n 2 2aey ew nok op puy 530 221100 aFr2 

-01 Arm $1510 ut ate o45 qa 2joddry xp ( 21uow2127 anok jo amy 02 Jus 
-221Fe puny 2q 30u [[14 YUIPPIqI0J 242113 SUONUIAUY 213 JO 2477477 HOWKUOD 

Ix 12yaym puy *2Jowy iq por) Jo 10 aIrwy fo Jurddrgſoat 21 Sapy 

*2q UaJA JO Suorquonuy 42440 Y3IPPIQUO3 Me Jef ang ©43nqop on $19291L 

C 89 ) 


. 0 


| ( 7Þ ) | 

far as God's Law allows, ſhould be urged further, to ſubmit their Tudg- 
ment tothe Divine, or Apoftblical Right: of Epiſcopacy, when determined' 
by Governours, whatever' their private Tudgment may bz» ?* Could Biſhop 

ranmer have declared* his Afent' to fuch Determination, whoſe* Judg- 
ment was, That the Biſhopr and Priifts were not two things, but both one Office 
in the beginning of Chriſt”s Religjon, ( as you cite his MS. Irenic. p.392.) 
could ſuch a Man as Dr. Ho!tand, (and T need not tell you what he was ) 
who called Dr Lawud a Schiſmatick . for aſſerting the Divine Right of Epiſco- 
pacy, faying, It was to make a Diviſinn betwixt the Engliſh and other Reformed 
Churches ? Or could Lrd. Capellus have ſubmitted ro ſuch Determination, 
That it is evident to cvery one diligently reading holy Scripture, &c. who in effeX 
ſays the contrary, Theſ. Salmur, p. 8.$. 33. Neg; vero preſcripto ullo divino 
definitum eſſe putamws, &c. 

And it the like was determined of Arch-Biſhops, as of Biſhops, I am in 
ſome doubt from what I meet with in your Rational Accomnt, whether 
you could ſubmit to ſuch Derermination. For there pag. 298. You ſpeak 
of it, as a known and received Truth in the Ancient Church, — © That the 
* Catholick Chufch was a Whole confitting of Homogeneal Parts, without 
* any ſuch Subordination or Dependance.— Here I would be fatisfied, 


how you would expound Homogeneal Parts, and fo you feem to expound - 


them, p. Zoo. © Since the Care and Government ot the Church by theſe 
* Words of Cyprian ( Epiſcopatus unus) appears to be equally committed to all 
© the Biſhops of the Catholick Church. ( But then ſhould norall,that have 
the Care and Government of the Church committed to them, be ſuppoſed to 
be Biſhops 3 and no one Bifhop above another 3 otherwiſe how is the Care and 
Government of the Church equally committed tothem 3 how is there Epiſcopatus 
unus * And how doth the Church confift of Homogeneal Parts? ) And thus 
will it not follow, that no Conſtitution higher than that of ſuch Biſhops as have the 
Care and Government of the Church committed to them, (which you here ſup- 
poſe to be with a Parity) ſhould be made the Center of Eccleſiaſtical Communj- 
on ? Andyet more fully, p.302. © When S. Cyprian faith, Epiſcopatus unus eſt, 
«© eujus @ fingulis in ſolidum Pars tenetur, de Unit. Eccleſ. p. 208. That every 
« Part belonging to each Bilkop was held in ſolidzem, he therein imports that 
© full Right and Power which every Biſhop hath over his Charge; and in this 
© Speech he compares the Government of the Church to an Eftate held\ 
* by ſeveral Free-holders, in which every one hath a full Right co thar' 
© Share which belongs to him. Whereas according to your Principles the 
* Government'of the Church is like a Mannor or Lordſhip, in which the 
«© ſeveral Inhabitants hold at the belt but by Copy from the Lord. Now it 
would: be conſidered, whether in theſe Words you have riot given Metro- 
politan Churches a ſhake, if nor Dioceſan Churches too? Bf 


2, Whether 
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G83 
humano: That all ſuch deny a principa Part of the King's Supremacy, which 
indeed you muſt hold, as to Biſhops, if you can prove them an Apoſtolical 
Inſtitution. Though I know the time when you was of another mind, 
Redor of Sutton, p. 41. © Will not all theſe things make ic ſeem very im- 
* probable that it ſhould be an Apoſtolical Inſtitution? And pag. 40. you 
believed, that wpon the ſtridfeſt Enquiry it would be found true, that Ferome, 
Auftin, Ambroſe, Sedulius, Primaſius, Theodoret, Theophylat, were all for 
the Identity of both Name and Order of Biſhops and Presbyters in the. Primitive 
Chmcch. | 

Now ſuppoſe the Civil Governours ſhould determine the Government by 
Biſhops, as ſuperiour to the reſt of the Clergy, to be only jure bumano, that 
they had Power to alter, if they pleaſed 3 and ſhould require Aſſent to this 
their Determination: and the Ecclefiaſticks on the other hand ſhould be 
of your mind, reſolving not to give up the Cauſe of the Church, or diſown 
its Conflitution, and ſhould determine it to be Jure Divino, vel Apoſtolico, 
and to be owned of Men, as ſuch: In ſuch a Caſe whether muſt the 
former, for the Churches Peace, think themſelves bound to ſubmit to the 
Determinations of the latter ? Or to which of their Determinations mult 
others ſubmit ? For none,but ſuch as the Vicar of Bray,could ſubmit to both. 

Thus I have gone over your three Concluſions which you ſeem to make 
great account of, What great Service they are like to do you, let the Im- 
partial Reader judg. 

Inſtead of my third Concluſion, I would offer to Conſideration Chap. 
26 of Corbet's Kingdom of God among Men. | of Submiſſion to Things im- 
poſed by lawful Amthbority, ] p. 171, &c. 

Particularly, pag. 173. Though the Ruler be Fudg of what Rules he is to 
preſcribe 3 yet the Conſcience of every Subjeft is to judg with a Fudgment of 
Diſcretion, whether thoſe Rules be agreeable to the Word of God or not, and ſo 
whether his Conformity thereto be lawful or unlawful. Otherwiſe he muſt at 
upon blind Obedience, 8c. ( with what follows in that Page ) And pag. 174+ 
It is much eaſier for Rulers to relax the ſtrifineſs of many InjunTions about mat- 
ters of ſuppoſed Convenience, than for Subjects to be inlarged from the ſtriineſs 
of their ment. And bleſſed are they that conſider Conſcience, and load it 
not with needleſs Burdens, but ſeek, to relieve it in its Diſtreſſes. © 

You go on with me, Preface, p. 74+ © But he urges another Paſſage in the 
ſame Place, viz. That if others caſt them wholly out of Communion, 
© their Separation is neceſſary. — That is no more than hath been always 
© ſaid by our Divines in reſped to the Church of Rome. But will not this 
© equally hold againſt our Church, it {1Þcxcotnmunicates thoſe who cannot 
© conform ? , Manat oc | 


L Now 


- 
, - 
CI Ae eee a ed ae es EA IEEE POMG oo. A OYOOre or We re 


i ty wen, ” 


 QUePtUn 
ainſ prin 48 (quo 40v pur Ourarp. ain{ 245 122ffg 3ſaqt ar qe 40 ——*q744q) 298 
Jo puo naffg 2ſj0qs an0ws rg moqua 4ou kv Inry 294 1891 q12pJ0q 2nzoſ 
-0q9a 39qz prog laqz pur <wmpay 91 fo razmrg 11919 puy Jury 394 fo 3inſrijq 
pur 11141 (iq (uo ruonung pur r2fſy a2qs anrq Y Errfſo Frurag deg 
-19 *rdogſig-qpap 119 4791 *p10q ogy, (969 5: wſturning qu ) par? 
© PLL [[eWJ 3Py23 Ut $143 2511 Juryz2mo) puy 5 puy "(rar pur {ured 
P?va34 2q 04 4 11 340foaqs puv *K1naup mazunmnrc wriidng rargplegy 12q udnd 
-11 qzrop Fukr 5 q71qu < uormnuyug uaio 5,p09 fo 1 1dogfng fo knwudng 298 
wqz (113uqas 44g So amnyy 294 1) 1p40 y5 ure 12 qurſ 2q a4aqu JYGIMA 
-J11e7 qſurrFo umn arid 2q4 fo Yoog 119 ur Buiivg 1q v.44 pur 417394 Op. 
Ainqiozuey fo paoy Aw zrqs *Aurſſoou pur apſmibaa 94 31 uaqs M48 3q Hiqz ff 
: qu2unanocy wraidug Sarzfolegy 42q worf Aqr0142dng treo Nuo op (aq lone 
wqz puy Touvupic 5,pory lg aq oz ( ljazry ) u3iqiag irvraſug 412q4 4340 (41.40 
-14adng ſo wi 4344 udyoſaof anrg dogg 298 2143 am cm pref diqjpioT] 40k 
$P942qat 42N02d0gey 5 11937) Wm fr 45 415 12I0Je21LL po] Aw 01 Sajouy HWA T 
41g JO JP(1 11m 39M 12410 10 aun 200 aary nok4 znq ©aonyonb ou ayew o 
& Suorourmiang pur Friuaupnſ 11541 ul 12y1Ip pjnoyy 7r0974/v1ſojpp9J 243 pue 
"S4HOU43N01) [127 INO JI NEU MA Ut 1 4; UONLPUTIIIDGIC] SINOULIAOT) 01 ( JU2UT 
=U12A0t) jo wiog 2y3 03 Se Ajjotym ) wmqny 03 punoq 2Uu0 A149 $| *+ 
4 SJaIp3y 103 u013112g 2[quint Aq pure *x2m0q Jo SIQUPNGQIONY hong 
Jo $1mounaot oz fumnredwoo Aq se yonw of J30u ©fuorgruazny Aup 
a6av2pus 10u A5ty1 defy & a202g 19quingr) 2qa 40f 1123210] SHYPINYY 212 Axeng 
-2q Aaya pjnoyg 3 uonewioÞPY e Spiramo) fly) due Fujop 3noy31M rnſioacg 
Yorzqund 2y1 un aofsrabay 01 punoq wayz aary nok pmnojy # pay 4329s So nryt 
2944 ww 3nq 3unzou pjoy ynw $2 *rwapjog-4do yony pur dogſig 2qz fo 544 
-#7) 42214 Pew 219M A2y1 1ey23 pury 11y2 J002n0 UDYeP) 22nb Sem INfg 
$ 10}Jeq 212 03 $UIJudq f3UaWULRAOH Jo IOAN 3JOYM 22 JI JEU AN *E 
*31wqny 30u pjno9 nok4 ulaaya 
RY e md oary 1 2104 _ *2q auaw3pnſ aJeand SH 12a22eyA SanOUDRA 
-0f Jo uvoneunu2q yz 01 3mqn} 01 IE S2PINLY 21 103 Layers 
SI 200 Aidad uamuniancr) fo wy 294 04 w Ajjoqa arey1 ry 10uurd no 
uy, *2.g *uonnuyuoy $31 umapuod 01 Se 0p ( 92e3q S2yAINtTy 213 40 , 
*u01UN 203 *ST 3ety3 ) 1 493 yaMnyy 243 Jo aJned 2y1 dn are [Im 244 Jeng), 
*Jv1q2 30u ynw Ay. , —- *2/uv7) 42q ua 03 paturgſe uo protſy t2qna 2q gout 
71:4 purjJuy fo qanq? 2qz fo rpuarig 2qy, $n [[31 nok 22m 104 ways 
UMO 01 pawpgſy 4 prviſoy 3q 42499 plnom nok yuiyz 10u ew 3m (*6g'd 
*Q>earq *uvorzrindeg fo sſauajqruoſrauur, ) ley nok yeym 104 7#£ Sanoſſoong 
#7jzſodp 592 5q 01 urezurew 242y nok woya yon pre» ip pue *UMoNPp Uay3 
nok pmogy 4 3vayy anok 2unbax pjnog pur *uozgneryſur 1r29750z/odp 10 
2ularq Jo pug eroradeg ou 222M rdogfig 1eys 2u1nmN2p pinoy SounA 
0D war 21 fy anel 2aopep pus ma] Plnoo nod IAA, 8 
Ee] 


: 
t 


(73) 
But you further ſay, Preface, p.74,75. (2.) © The Caſe is vaſily diffe- 
© rent, as to the neceſſity of our Separation,upon being wholly caſt-out of 
« Corimunion by the Church of Rome; and the neceffity of others ſepara- 
* ting from us, ſuppoſing a general Excommunication ipfo fatto, iY 
© thoſe who publickly defame the Orders of the Church, — In the Church 
© of Rome, we arecaſt out with an Anathema.—- | 

Now 1. If there be a neceſſity of or Separation from the Church of Rome, 
upon account of that higheſt Cenfure of Excommunication with an Anathems, 
and her pronozncing ws uncapable of Salvation, if we do not retern to ber Com- 
munion, ( as you here ſuppoſe) : why then do you allow a Proteſtant to joyn 
in ſome parts of Worſhip in the Roman Church, as in kearing Sermons ? &&c. ( as 
is plain you do, pag. 108.) _ 

2. I ſhall not oppoſe you in this, that the general Excommunication 
ipſa fafto in the Canons, lays no Obligation, till it be duly executed. As you 
ſay, pag. 368, 369. © General Excommunications although they be late 
* ſententie, as the Canoniſts ſpeak, do not affe& particular Perſons, until 
© the Evidence be notorious, &c.— And the Queſtion is, . whether 
* any Perſon knowing himſelf to,þe under ſuch Qualifications which in+ 
© cur a Sentence of Excommunication, be bound to execute this Sentence 
* upon himſelf? Yet another Queſtion may come in here, viz. ſuppoſing 
fuch a Sentence unjuſt, — that alone would not juſtify Separation, 
whether yet it may not ſomething'txtenuate it ? You are not for cxtenu- 
ating at all, I can bear you witneſs. 

3- And may I not fay, that this is anſwering but by Halves ? It never 
reacheth the Caſe of ſo many Miniſters, who have been wholly caft owt of 
their publick Miniſtry, It reacheth not the Caſe of many private Chriſti- 
ans, who have becn formally, and acually excommunicated for ſuch Cauſes, 
as can never .be proved by Scripture to deſerve ſuch a Cenſure and Sen- 
tence. You know that Canon of the Council held at Agatha ( Can. 2. 
Carranza, fol. 159.) that if Biſhops excommunicated any unjuſtly, they were 
to be admonifhed by otber neighbouring Biſhops. And might not the Admo- 
niſhers have received ſuch into their Communion, whom the other had 
unjuſtly caſt out ? As the Council at Former, ( Carrenza, t01.388. Can.2, 
cut ſhort there, as I ſuppoſe. ) Can. 14th is cited in Mr. B's Church Hi- 
ſtory, p. 275. $. 56. faying, That if Biſhops ſhall excommunicate any wioug- 
flly,or for light Cauſe,and not reſtore them, the Neighbour-Biſhops ſhall takg ſuch 
80 their Communion, gill the next Synod. And to my weak underſtanding you 
ſay nothing here to what you have Iren.p.1 19,120. where you fairly clear 
Non-confremiſts, but lay the Imputation of Schiſm upon thote who require 
ſuch Conditions of Communion, as they cannot conform unto for Conſcience- 
fake. The very requiring of ſuch Conditions, you would have there to be 
mo L 2 no 
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C3 
pag.67. And (ay of ſuch Ceremonies, that their Lawfulneſs may with better 
ground be ſcrupled,p.68. (cited Ref.of Sutton,p.16. ) Could you then poſſibly 
mean, that ſuch Ceremonies, and Matters of Order and Decency were all one ? 
certainly you could not, any further than you might poſſibly contradi@ your 
(elf. 

Preface, p. 76. © And fo much ball ſerve toclear the Agreement between 
© the ReHor of S#tton, and the Dean of St. PauPs. 

But if this. be all you have to ſay, they are not yet well agreed. And 
whether there be not the like Diſagreement betwixt your Rational Account, 
and this your Impartial Account, where I have compared them, let the 
Indifferent and Impartial Reader judg. | 

Thus I have gone thorow ſo much of your Preface, as I am concerned 
iN. | 

As you take little notice of me in your Book, I have little more to ſay. 
I would not take others Work out of their hands, who are (by fo great 
odds ) fitter for it. 

The fizlt place where I find.ReGor of Sutton cited, is p. 95. There you 
take notice, how far I ſay, we agree with you 3 but you over-look what 
follows upon it, that it ſeems very hard, that notwithſtanding you break 
with us for things you count but Trifles, yet would be Sins to us. Will 
you grant, that ſuch as agree with you in all things neceſſary, may not, 
ſhould not be debarred Communion, by impoſing things unneceſſary * Or 
will you aſſert the contrary, and prove it ? 

Again, pag. 98. You cite Regor of Sxtton, p. 35. All the Pariſh-Mini- 
fters are not near ſufficient for ſo populous a City. And can you ſay, they 
are ſufhcient? Is there no need of more? Why then do you ſay, © This 
© is but a Colour, and Pretence. The caſe is plain, that there is real need 
of more Minilters, than, are in place. And I delired to know, whether ic 
was better that Men ſþ be untaught, ( and fo periſh for lack. of Know- 
ledg ) than tawght by ſuch as the Non-conformiſts *? Whether the Souls. of 
Men are of no more value, than our Ceremonies ? But as yetT have no Anſwer 
from you, that may ſatisfy. 

What you further ſay to me p. 137. 1 have. fully. anſwered before. 
| Again, pag. 144. You cite a ftew Words of mine, wich I know to be 
true of ſome, and pitty them, And though it is ſaid, we would certainly 
give but bad Quarter to others ; yet 1 hope if I had been all this time in 

lace, tor -me, they ſhould have had their Liberty to hear thoſe they were 
$i iatisfhed with, and could profit more by. 

Pag. 16$,169.. You contradict not what I {aid Reffor of Sutton, p.1 5,16. 
Only mac a little uſe of it, as ſcem'd to ſerve your purpoſe there. while 
yet it liands good againſt you.. | 

Pag, 
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(79 
I agree with you in what you ſay, p. 292, © The beſt way of the Churches 
© Preſervation is by an Union of the Members of it 3 provided the Union 
be ſuch as doth not overthrow the ends of it. And doubdleſs this is a good 
and neceſſary Proviſo. For that which overthrows the ends of Union, is a 
wicked Conſpiracy againſt Chriſt and his Church, rather than true Chriſtian 
Unity, or Concord. But then it ſhould be conſidered,if a National Church 
ſets down ſuch Terms of Union, as have no tendency to promote the com- 
mon cauſe of Religion, and true Intereſt of Chriſtianity, ſuch terms as are ſure 
to cauſe Diſſention, as evidently tend to divide, break and ſhatter the Socie- 
ty, whethcr the Churches Preſervation be therein truly conſulted, or any 
way likely to be thereby ſecured ? And whether (as Mr. Corbet ſays, King- 
dom of God, &c. p.155.) The Conſtitution of the Church ſhould not be ſet as 
much as may be for the incomp aſſing of all true Chriſtians, which indeed makes for 
its moſt fixed and ample ftate ? And whether the taking of a narrower compaſs, 
be not a fundamental Error in its Policy, and will not always binder its ſtability 


and increaſe ? 


ThusTI think I have ſpoken to all the Pafſages in your Book, wherein 1 
amr properly concerned. 

Yetam I not at an end of my Task. In yonr Preface you direct me to 
three Letters you have ſubjoined to your Treatiſe. 

Preface, p. 76. Youſay, © There is one thing more which this Author 
* takes notice of —— (Redor of Sutton, p. 6. It we are condemned by o- 
others abroad, we may thank our F ads at home, who have miſrepre- 
ſented us to the World, while we have not been allowed to plead for our 
fcives. © Therefore; to give fatisfaGtion,as to the Judgment of ſome of the 
* molt eminent and learned Proteſtant Divines abroad, now living, I have 
* ſubjoyned to the following Treatiſe, ſome late Letters of theirs, &o. 

' Now whether you have put theſe Letters in print with the conſent of thoſe 
that wrote them, or by ſore Law or Priviledg peculiar to your felf,, I know 
not, nor-{hall I trouble my {ex to enquire. 

And whether they were procured on purpoſe, to grace and ſet off this 
Book.of yours, (as by their Date they appear to have come lately,” as you 
fay, the firſt written in September.( $0.) The ſecond in Offober. The third in 
November.) this however is not very material. But it is likely ſome may 
think your Five Anſwerers confronted and confounded, with the Authozity of 
theſe three Letters of ſome of the moſt eminent and learned Proteſtant Divines #- 
broad now living. Yet to tell you my Thoughts, I could not but think thus 
with my (elf, That ifwe had no more cauſe to fear a Freneb- Army confuting 
us by Club-Law, than that any eminent French Proteſtant Divines would con- 


demn us (if they thorowly examined.,and knew our Cauſe) we. were lofar 
fafe enough. Now 
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ſeen what you write here, p. 95. how all your Anſwerers agree with you inthe 
Dottrine of the Church of Englend;, and as Dr. Owen ſays,we are firmly wnited 
with you in Confeſſion of the ſame F aith; had theſe things been in his Eye, 
ſurely, he could not have written at this Rate, as if we thought, we were the 
only Men in England that beld the Truths neceſſary to Salvation. So 1 leave 
you your (elf to judg, whether M. Le Moyne goes not upon a great Miſtake. 
SurcI am, that either he, or you, have greatly wx riads noche us, (as every 
ordinary Capacity, by comparing what I have here ſet down, may readily 
diſcern.) If what he ſays of us here be true, what gou ſay muſt needs be 
falſe. Now I do the more willingly ppral to your Judgment here, touching 
theſe things, whereof we are accuſtd, becauſe I know you are expert in #he 
Dxeſtions that are amongſt us. Say then, Whether ever any ſuch Contro- 
verlie aroſe betwixt the Conformiſts and Non-conformiſts * Let me hear of 
one Non-conformift, that ever aſſerted, That a Man could not be ſaved in the 


Communion of the Church of England, or, that no Conformiſt could be ſaved. 


Yet this learned Profeſſor 'would have them all to be ſuch. - As is too 
plain from that very odious Parallel, which he ſays ( p.408. ) © One might 
© make, — betwixt them and the Donatiſtr, — Betwixt them and thoſe 
© of the. Roman Communion, who have ſo good an Opinion of their own 
© Church, that out of her they do not imagine that any one can ever be 
© ved. ( As for his comparing them with Pope Vitor, ſome will ſmile at 
it, as more fitly agrecing to others that are for excomunicating Chriſtians, 
for meer Non-conformity in matters of Ceremonies. And no better will 
the Compariſon hold betwixt them and the Awdeans ( or Antbropomor- 
phites ) as whoſoever reads what Antiquity fays of them, may perceive. 
If they were againſt rich Biſhops, that is not to the Point, If our Biſhops 
would be content with their Reches, and quit their claim of Divine Right, 
(till it can be proved ) or not require our Acknowledgment of it, before we 
believe it, nor impoſe ſuch things on us, as we are ſure, and can prove 
from what they wrote, the Apoſiles would never have impoſed, whoſe 
S s they pretend to be; then I doubt not we could accord wich them. 
( So that here alſo he ſboots wide; ) * 

And thus alas, by overdoing, he hath hitherto done juſt notbing for you. I 
know, Sir, that you to whoſe Judgment I here appeal, mult needs acquit 
us from that Uncharitableneſs we are .here charged with. Or we are 
not the Men he ſpeaks of, we are not arrived to that horrible Impudence to 
excommunicate all of your Communion without Mercy. We are not like 
the Donatifts, or thoſe of the Roman Comme:nion, not as here we are re- 
ted. And fo, it Dr. Potter's word may be taken; we are to be 
cleared and acquitted from the charge of Schiſm. As he (ays-( Anſwer 10 
Charity miſtaken SeQ. 3. p. 75. printed at Oxford 1633. ) This "_ us 
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© vers, is now become a deſtructive and pernicious Thing ? Þ May.not the 
like be truly faid of theMiniftry of many Non- conformiſts,both heretofore, and 
to this preſent day ? Hath not Gdd made'them\Inflraments of the Corterſion 
and Salvatim of many Souls? How then i their Miniſtry become a de- 
ſtruffrve and pernicious thing ? | e COEIN 

Further, I am confident, you will not, you cannot ſay, as he does, 
Þ. 406. that © for the ſpace of 1500 Years, all the Churches in the Worl4 
© had no other Government,than Epiſcopal 3 you have aſſerted the contrary, 
( as T ſaid; Rifor of Sutton, p. 41.) and Ifear nor your retraQting here. 

But it 1s likely, what he ſays, pag. 409. will pleaſe you.” © For to ſpeak 
"the Truth, I do: not fee that their Meetings are of any great Uſe, 
© when I was at London, — I went to ſeveral of ther private Aﬀemblies, 
* to ſee what way they' took' for the Inſtruction of the People, and the 
© preaching of the: Word 'of Gvd. But T'profe(s F was not at all edificd 

And: is this Tenth 7 Where was the Fault then? wonl!d be/my next 
Queſtion, (if F had'opporttinity to [peak' with” him) By this Paſſage, 
it would ſeem, their Preaching is of no uſe, it one cannot' be at" all: edifie# 
by it. And are ſuch Diſcourſes, as thoſe in the Supplement to the nwrning 
Exerciſe, of no uſe And the LeQures in the morning! Exerciſe againſt Pos 
pery; of no' fe ? | Were the Labours of fuch' worthy, Tarned; excaiefie 
Mert 28" Ames, Brightman; Browhbtoif, Ball, 'Bradfhow, Cartwright, Buyer, 
Gotthii Hooker, Shepherd, 'Norion, Burroughs, "Hilderſham, @ Whoſe wiy bt 
preaching!” a' worthy Conformiſt "lately faid he wiſht the' preſent Clergy 
would" imitate ) Hooker, Dod, Parkir,; Dr. Drake. Dr. Kende!l, Dr. Burgeſs, 8c; 
and 'of late,.'Dr. Tuckjrey, Dr. Spurſtow, Dr. Wilkinſon: Dr. Seaman, Dr. 
Mantmm; Dr. Goodwin, (Ii{peak of ſuch as'arc dead, whoſe Worksfollow 
tham,"and fome” of which'I hope will 'raain) Dr: Gri#,” Dr Brjtby, 
Dr: Stauntony*Dr: Temple, Dr: Holmes, and of (ach's Wt) Calamy;" Corhet, 
Bridget, "Rich. "ahd Fofepb Alleyi,* Aligier, Walſmorth* Weld,” Swing. 
Newcomen, 'Caryt;” Greenhill,” Nalton,* Rot, Reyner, | Jeans, | Truman, 


A. Fickſor, Thin" Adams, \ Ant. Burgefl," | Ralph RobinſoriFohn Gibbons, 
Oawtor, Charnock,, Theiph. 'Gale,- 8c: Tau Rlayrrooh,s: 7: Shrlp, Thus 


nels and Matthew Pool, (fo wAlkiibwn- by Ne"lcarhed 'and' ifefat 
Synopſis Onttieor,.) a8 of \nb #ſe'? © Now thiy ref: from their E2barrs,” yet do 
normin oF thcw WR, braiſe them in the Otter 9 "Did He bt corſhle Hits 
Writings of ,mny'of the Non-conformtiſts yet" livitg; vi%.2Dri Faromb, Dr. 
Ower, Dt; Bztes, - Dr. Wilkinſon, Dr. Collins, MriiBaxtev; Mr, hw, "Nr. 
Wondbridbe, Mi: Clorkjvt Mir. Sam; Eridvek Þ Butt How' rare! i Preacher 
mLMwEJuppbſchim tobe; who heatd ore? of-rhe moſt ifnonis Prebebers of 
the Non-conformiſts in Londoy, and ſays of what'h& Aeard;3 thatvit'finmed' 
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(85) 
An Union in Religion may be. without Vniformity in Ceremonier, You 
will not own it, that you place Religion in theſe, that they are any parts of 
Religion, But the prefling of ſuch unneceſſary doubtful things upon Men, 
about which many are =. ever will be diſſatisfied, ſeems no good, nor 
probable means to procure an Vniverſal Vnion. That Prudence and Charity 
(which, this Profeſſor afterwards commends, as neceſſary in this Work, ) 
would (in my fimple Judgment) dire& toother Means and Methods. 


Notes upon th#Second Letter, from Monſieur de L'Angle. 


DD P. 420. I have not met with ſuch Writings, ſaid to be lately pwb- 

liſhed, to make Men believe that Communion with the Church of and 
14 unlawful, and that the Miniſters caunot pernut it to private Perſons without. fin- 
ning. Or.if I have ſeen any ſuch,they are quite out of my Mind. 

As to the former of theſe, do but allow them to diſtinguiſh, as you do 
in your Rational Account, and they will fay, They have communion with 
the Church of England, fo far 4s it is a Church, and very many of them have 
ordinary Communion in the (elt-ſame Worſhip, fo far as it is God's Wor- 
ſhip. And what is redundant, it. is not neceſſary that they ſhould have 
Communion in. It is one thing to ſay, Communion with the Church of 
Engload is fimply unlawful, unlawful in i ſelf, and ſo unto all Men 3 and 
another, to ſay that Communion in the Litxrgies, or Ceremonies is unlawful 
to them, who cannot yet be ſatished that they are lawful. 

But we are further ſuppoſed to believe, that Communion with the 
Church of Englazd is intolerable, in what tollows, that the Miniſters canuot 
. permit it to provate Perſons without inning. Here let every one {o tar as they 
are called to it, ſpeak for themſelves. For my part, I have never made it 
any of my Work (God, and Men are Witneſſes) to warn others to take 
heed how they had Communion with the Church of England. I have ne- 
ver told any living Soul, that ſhould fin, if I did not forbid . their joyning 
with Parochial Congregations. Rather it ſhould be my Prayer, I am ſure 
it ismy Hearts defire, that ſober Conformilts, and. Non-contormitts might 
once come to joyn each with other, notwithſtanding their lefler Differen= 
ces, But it ſeems, it is not permitted to you to have Communion with ſuch 
at Dr. O. and Mr, B. tho you may:have Communion with otfrs, fronz 
whom you differ in greatex Matters (both as to your Judgments, and 
Practices too) while they do but conform, Thea is there not ſome ſtrange 
ſecret Virtue, or Tnchantment in this Chain of Conformity ? It cag congregate 
the heterogeneows, while it ſeparates thole who are more bomogeneons, 

_: | But 
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( 37) 
he was to obſerve, we find, v. 17. Let the Elders that rule well, be,.counted 
worthy of double Honour, eſpecially they who labour in the Ward aud: Doddrine. 
Yet how many that. have been called to the work of the Minifiry, how ma- 
ny of your Brethren, that would gladly labowr in the work they have becn 
called unto 3 and you have been doing them what dithonour you can, load- 
ing them with the charge of Schbiſm and wiresſonable Separation, while you 
can bear. with things mach leſs tolerable m others? Is this your Chriſtiav 
Charity * Or doing nothing by Partiality? Are there no Non-conformilts, 
that uſe to hear you, when they have Opportunity ? I am apt to.think there 
are, And thus they bear with you,, as to matters in diſpute, farther than 
you are {cen to bear with them. 

But this multi. be noted, It is one thing for us to bear with your Confor- 
mity, and another thing by Word and Decd to declare our approbation of 
Conformity, or to conform meerly becauſe you do (o, and require us todo 
ſo, tho we ſuſpect it to be tinful. As the Lord Fawlk{and (1 chule oft to 
ſpeak to you in others Wards 3 becauſe I ſuppoſe it I ſpake theſame things 
in my own Words, they would not be ſo much regarded ) Reply p. 214. 
If they bave any never ſo ſlight Errors, and which appears fo to me, which yet they 
will force me to ſubſcribe to, (and this you know is our eaſe, which M. de 
L' Angle (cems to be ignorant of, or elſe forgot himſelf, and:in theſe Lines 
(Iaw upon) went quite belides it) if I communicate with then, my Afſent 
would be damaable, or if they require the ſame . ſubſcription to ſome Traths, 
which yet after my real endeavoars in enquiry, appear Errors to me, I doubt not 
but my refuſal is no way damnable. Something more you have immediately 
before, This is home, and anſwers M. de L* Argle's charging us with 
cammpitt ing a very great Sin, Ren 

And where he cizes Calvin, and Feza, p. 422. We may well be confident, 


© &parate frou youu on'y becuule their Simplicity is ſurprized, &c. And 
whe 
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Upon the Third Letter from Monſieur Claude. 


"A DDP. 439. Tho he ſays, the diſiinQion betwixt the.Biſhop and Prie 
is very Antient 3 yet had he been required to own this DiſtinRion, 
as grounded on the Word of God, and toaſſert the Right of Epiſcopacy as 
of Apoſtolical Inſtitution, I very much queſtion, whether this would not have 
gravelled him. 6 : 

Add P. 440. I believe, there are very few to be found amongſt us, that 
queſtion the Ordination of all ordained by Biſhops. And many would be 
glad, if it was permitted, that ſome of you would ſometimes help us in 
our Meetings. : 

Where he ſpeaks of Chriſtian Unity and Concord, to my poor under- 
ſtanding Mr. Corbet ſpeaks more ſoundly, accurately, and ditiinQly. 

P. 441. Heis cxpreſlily againſt Tyranny over the Sonl, and Mens forcing the 
Conſcience, by impoſing a neceſſity to believe that which they believe, and to pradiiſe 
that which they praiſe (where we muſt ſuppoſe the things themſelves are 
not neceſſary.) And according to what follows, in this caſe, * The ex- 
© ternal Communion ceaſes of right, and there is not any that is lawful to 
© be had any more with ſuch. Was there not need of an Index Expurgato- * 
rius here? This makes ſomething for Diſſenters, and pinches ſome where 
elſe. And what follows that, | * We do not believe that a ſingle difference 
© of Government or Diſcipline, nor even a difference of Ceremonies inno- 
© cent in their own Nature, is a ſufficient occaſion to break the ſacred bond 
© of Communion | is little to your purpoſe. I think, a ſingle difference of 
Ceremonies ſhould not break Communion, where there is an Union #n the 
ſome Faith, and in things neceſſary, But there is more than a ſingle diffe- 
rence of Ceremonies, where no difference is allowed, but the ſame Ceremonics 
are impoſed on all, tho one part cannot look on them as innocent Cere« 
monies. 

P. 442. Speaking of the Proteſtant Churches in France, he ſays, * We 
© utterly diſapprove and ſee with Grief, certain Extreams, whereinto ſome 
© of the one fide, and the other do caſt themſelves. The one looking upon 
© Epiſcopacy as an order ſo abſolutely neceſſary,that without it there can be 
© no Ecclefiaſtical Society, &c. 

Then according to them, there may be true Churches, true Miniſters, 
without Biſhops. And as they are ready to receive Miniſters Epiſcopally or- 
dained, (P. 440.) {o they ſhould think it an Extream, if we will not own _ 
ſuch for Miniſters, as have been ordained by a Presbytery, (and that when 
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( a ) 
d P4p.-446,* To 4 imagine that we "cannot. with. 2 ood Conference 
ks at Aſſembljes;! but. only. when we do tally th generally Ap- 
CN of all things in them, it is certainly not to know neither the uſe of 

© Charity,. nox the Lays of Chriſtian Society... *: 

But what if a Chyrchirequizes Miniſters and Chriſtians to deelars: their 
Approbation of Thiggs they cannot. apptroye. ofa and; .toj pratiiſe:that in; the 
Worſhip of-God, which (in their Judgment ,)» enght nat, tobe prattiſed.s2 
Is. not this a different. Caſe ? - Would not this-be contrary. to. true Faith. and 
Prety ? And are not:ſuch, ſo.far cut.off from the Communion .of that 
Church, by what he-ſavs in the beginning of. that Page ? That 1S.nOf 
allowable ig ſuch to-do,. which yet they. look upon as zolerahle in others, 
who are otherwiſe perſwaged 1nitheir, Mindsabut the lam 1 ,.. 4 - 
| Add P.447. *©I cannot believe 'that there is any one, among, them that 
© looks upon your Epiſcopacy,or your Diſcipline;or certain Ceremonies, which 

© You obſerve,as Blots and capital. Exroxs,which hinder a; Man tron obtaja- 

© ing Salvation. —— Something was ſpoken to this, in the Anſwer to/the 
firſt Letter. Sol ſay till, they are not ſo well fatished: about theſes! a5 to 
vive a true Afſent.unto them, and then. tÞ declerg their Aſevt,, wouldhetoul 
Diffimulation. They know not: bow eaſl ly others .getito Keaven. by their 
Conformity: But if they conformed againſt their Conſciences, they 
know nat. how they ſhould .cvex come there without Repentance.. . |, 

_ Then pag. 449, he comes to put in 4 ggod Word tor us,, © I hope you 

will not.be wanting in; the-Dyties of Chazity,\and .the Spirit of Peace, 
Wu that when the Diſpute {hall be only. of (omg; Tcmperaments, ( as 
if che Diſpute had not rock of theſe all this while ) © Or ot ſame Ceremo- 
© nies that arc a Stumbling-block ( and yet innocent things )) and which 
© in themſelves are nothing in compariſon of an intixe Re-union of your 
* Church under your holy Miniſtry, you will make it fſcen that you love 
© the Spouſe of your Maſter more #han-' yoar iſelves 3 and that it is not-ſg 
much from your Greatneſs and your Ecclihaltical Dignity-ahat you deſire 
© toreceive your Glory and your Joy, as from your-paltoral Vertues, ang 
© theardent care you take,ot your Flocks. -- 

Now LI had thought, that all the Diſpute or Difference betwixt you, 
and the Nem-confirntte, had been only aboxt | ſome Ceremonies, and the like 
things 3 I mean, . ſuch 4s in themſelves are natbing in compariſon of an intire 
and happy Vnijon,.. Were, bat ſuch things removed, ox -no ſuch things im- 
poſed, 'I ſhonld hope, you would :be toon united and agreed. | He that 
underſtands not, that it is the. {tri and rigorous impoſing of ſuch things, 
( which the lmpoſers might lawfully take off, and we cannot lawfully 
ſubmit to.) which keeps 4p:the Difference among us3 I ſay, 'he that.under» 
_ not this, and does not conlider, and ſpeak :;tg it, he cannot be 
N 2 ſuppoſed 
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. Yet for a Concluſon, I have a few Words more particularly to you. 
Now, | FO 2 


. Reverend Sir, | 
Be not - offended-at my 'iplainneſs. I hope *tis for the Intereſt of the 
true Proteſiant Religjon, that I appear in this Cauſe, ( how weak, and un-' 
worthy ſoever.) My Charity, (I ſpeak my heart ) is not confined to @: 
Party, no, not ſo ſet upon that, which you would call my own; but 
where I have reaſon to believe others of a different Perſwaſion axe more 
holy, and live more like Chriſtians, I wonld eſteem, love, and honour. 
{uch more. I am not cogſctous tomy (elf of wiſhing you the leaft harm, 
or enjoying your Dignities, or Eftate, Live or dye, fink or ſwim, how- 
ever things go with me and mine, I hope, it is my Hearts defire, ic may 
go well with the Church and Pcople of God. I fee the Proteſtant "Intereſt in 
a lamentable, zottering State, Methinks, all that are true Friends to it 
thould readily yield, it would ftand firmer-on ample Grownd, ( Terms of 
Communion of a due latitude ) than on ſuch a narrow Bottom, that admits 
not of a Multitude of ſound Chriſtians, who would be tum to it. Yet 
the latter of theſe you plead zealouſly for, ( though it is plain, your di» 
viding them from. you, by unneceſlary, . »ncatbolick Terms, mult needs 
weaken both you, and them. ) This I cannot but be ſenfible of, and think 
it my Duty to lament. | 
Unleſs the Lord thall incline you to a more moderate Courſe; than you 
have lately taken, in reference to Difſenters, I know I may expe a fiercer 
Aſſault from you. But I know as well what Ground I fiand on, and 
further 2m bold to ſay, you cannot hope for Sxceeſs in this Cauſe, withs 
out firſt deſtroying a conſiderable part of your own Works, ( not only pulling 
down your .Irenic#m,, a good Sconce, however now lighted 3 but alfo {adly 
battering and ſhaking that goodly Fabrick, your: main» Fort, the Rati-nal 
Account too, ) And if you cauſeleſly deſtroy, what you had ſo well'bwilt, and 
what is fortified aud (irengthened with ſo much Reaſon, will you not make 
your ſelf a Tranſgreſſor ?. And may not this add ſomething to the grief of 
your Wand. ( as AX ſop has it .of the Eagle) to be ſrt with your own Fea- 
zbers. | 
Yet Reverend Sir.) 1 would be more concerned far, on other Accounts 
for you. Refrain now from theſe Men, and let them alone for if the Work, 
wherein they arc employed be God's Work:; then you cannot ſeek. to over- 
throw it, but therein you will be fownd a Fighter againſt»God. . Oh ! be well 
adviſed what you do further this way. You may be under a {ore Tempta- 
tion, {ecir.g your ſelt ſo tar engaged in this Cauſe, pofſibly you may think, 
ic would be a Liſkhonour now to retrag, But if by this Undertaking of 
n yours, 
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 And-yecfiirthes; Thould" you jdt *dnfFr, Whether i be" ot inci 4 
pelo ro the ReiphP WF akd Min of Ct, Ep you Bhd ſh 
Pte Taxerro grow; -rither than puck ng. good Cem ©: fas a 
- Reverend $ir, It having fo happened, that poot F ve been called ont 
Campong others an hnndred'timies fitter Y £6 fhew iy Opinion touching the 

Matter ou! have izttxdg? Feantihr but think, as-T Yer Go yo (fo taras 
Wy" Jutpment-ferves)* you might have employed your Tirfe, but Learn- 
ing and- Parts to minth Berter® purpofe, ' than * you hav®” dont tn this lare 
Piece of Work, Surely my Life would be but fad to me, it I could not 
tind more pleaſing. Work than this, that you have been an Occaſion of 
engaging me in; '' And yet 1 hope to have more Comfort in it, at the 
great day of Accounts, than 1 can conceive you to have of yours in that 
| Day«. on lay the Unity - f Ghriſtians upon Conformity too. or Unifor- 
mity in aouhrfal and fuſprded, it not unlawtul Practices, a general Union 
can never be had, or hoped for. It you would make the way to Heaven 
narower than Chrift has left it, mary will be forced to leave you here. 

But now if you would henceforth propoſe and promote an Union a- 
mong{i Chriſtians u,on Catholick Terms, we are for you, and would hearti- 
ly joyn- with- you, And as that molt Jearned and pious Biſhop Uſher 
( Serm, of UVnzverſ; of the Church, and Unity of Faith p. 43, 44.) IF at 
this day we ſhould take a Survey of the ſeveral Profeſſions of Chriſtianity, that 
baue any large: Spread in anypa't of the Warid, —— and: ſhould purdythet oints 
wher-1n they did differ one from another, and gather into one Body the reſt of the 
Articles wherein they all did genenally agrees, we ſhould find that in thoſe Propo= 
fitions, which wvithout all Controverſy are univerſally received in the whole Chrijti. 
an World, ſo mnch truty is contained as, being joyned with holy Obedience, may 
be ſufficient to bring a Man wnto everlaſting Salvation, Neither have we cauſe 
to doubt, but that 4s many as do walk according to this Rule, — Peace ſhall be 
pon them, and Mercy, and upon the Iſrael of God. Now thereiore do, 
as he ſays, ( ibid. p. 18. ) We for our parts dare not abridg ths Grait, and 
limit this great Loraſhtp,as we conceive it may beſt fit our own turns 3 b#t leave 
it to his own Latitude, and ſeek for the Catholick, Church, neither in this Part 
nor in that Piece, bat among all that in every place call upon hc N:nic of 
Jeſus Chrilt our Lord, both theirs and ours. 

And it a Zeal tor tuch a general Comprehenſion, and happy Union of 
Chriſtians will ( to uſe the Words of Mr. de L'Angle, p. 424: ) *bri:g 
© down a thouſand Bleflings of Heaven and Earth upor ilivſe that ſhall 
© contribute tie moſt unto it, reſolve now, and hencetorward to put torth 
your felt this ay 3 Put in for your ſhare of Bleſſings. 

I remember, I concluded my former writing with a Colle borrowed from 
you. Herg 1 would ſay Amen to that Prayer, with which Dr, Potter ſhuts 
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Proper Materials drawn from the true and 
only way of ( oncord, &c, 
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Hether the Apoſile Paul hath not clearly and fully deci- 
| ded the caſe, againſt cenſuring or deſpiſing one another 
for things Indifferent ? Rom,14, & 15, Andif Men wif 


not underſtand, nor ſtand to that Deciſion, whether it 
ſhould be any wonder, if they will not underſtand, or be ſatisfied with our 
moſt cogent Arguments? | Second Plea for Peace. p. 169. $ 75+] 
Whether they that ſay, the Apolile doth not torbid ſuch Impoſitions 
there, can ſee Day for Light ? 1. Doth he not forbid cenſuring, deſpiſing, 
and not receiving one another; and command Difſenters to receive 
one another? And then mult he not forbid ſuch Impoſition 'as is 
inconſiſtent herewith? 2. Doth he not dire& this Command to all 
the Church of Rowe, even tothe authorized Paſtors and Rulers of the 
Church, as well as to the People ? 3. Was he not a Paſtor and Ruler of that 
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: C 101 ) 
confeſs that at leaſt it is ſafe to follow it ? | ibid p. 169, $.74.] if there- 
tore the Paſtors ſhall contrary to that Decree, impoſe unneceflary thirigs 
on the Church, not only under the Obligation of Duty, but as a neceſſary 
Condition of Church- Communion, whether this be not a tyrannizing o0- 
ver God's Wins and uſurping a Power never glven them * | ibid. P- 
15.5- $+33 

9. 3. Whether what God hath left to human Prudence fo determins 
concerning Churches and Church-affairs, be not thus limited by his gene+- 
ral Laws, viz. That all things be done to Edification ( the Circumſtances 
titted to the end ,the Glory of God and the publick Good, the promoting 
of Truth and Godlineſs, ) that all be done in Love, to the promoting of 
Love and Unity z' and that all be done in order and dccentlyz and as 
may avoid Offence or Scandal toall, both thoſe without, and thoſe within ? 
{ Firſt Plea for Peace, p. 19. ] Then query, 

I, Whether they do well, that unneceMſarily bring Subjeds into ſuch a 
Strait, by needleſs Laws, for Additions in Religion, that the Conſciences 
of Men tearing God inuft unavoidably be perplexed between a Fear of 
Treaſon and Diſobedience againſt Chriſt, and of Diſobedience to theis 
Prince or Paltors? | Second Plea, &c. pf. 28.9. 38. |]. 

2. Whether it be not more inexcuſable to rack and. divide the Church 
by unneceſſary Additions in Religion ? | ibid. F. 39. |] 

3. Whether it be not againſt the Will and Law ” Chriſt,to uſe chings 0=- 
therwiſe indifferent, ſcandalouſly or temptingly, to the enſnaring and cn- 
dangering of Men's Souls,and the Dithonour of Religion? (Rom. 14, & 15. 

1 Cor,8,) And whether Men may make Laws about Religion, enjoyning 
ſuch an evil uſe of ſuch things? | ibid. p. 29. Y. 41. ] 

4. Whether to invent and command new publick- Worlhip-Ordinances - 
( either in God's Name or their own ) co-ordinate, or of the ſame kind 
with God's own Worlhip- Ordinances, which have no peculiar uſetulnels - 
toone Age or Pcople more than to another, nor-any new Reaſon for them, 
but what was extant at the making of God's Laws, (whether this) feem- 

- eth not to be an Accuſation of Chriſt's Laws:of Omiſhon and DeteQive- 
neſs, and an Uſurpation of his Legiſlative Power? | ibid: . 42. | 

5, Whether to forbid Baptiſm, or to alter jt, or make a new Sacrament 
of Admiſſion, ora new conlecrating, or dedicating.Symbol for the Solem- 
nization of our Covenant with God, and a new- Symbol of the Chriſtian 
Church, or vilible Badge of Chiikianity, ſeem.not an Uſurpation, and Ac+ 
culation of God's Law,as inſufhcient ? | .ibid. p. 30. $. 46. | 

6, Whether to forbid Preaching, or Prayer or . Praiſe, ordaining, Homo- 
Fi. Means of our own, {cem not an: Uſurpation, and: unlawful? 


bid.p.31. $-47-] 
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2. -bs. Whether the Kings of Iſrae! had- Power to forbid - the Pricfs 
exerciſtng their Office according to God's Law? Or, whether they could 
change or abrogate their Office ? | hid. p. 20. ]- Of Solowen's puting out 
Abiathar, ſee (p. 21. ) Whether might they then have put out a lawfyl 
Prieſt, that had not ſorfeited his Lite, or Ofice? Or might they have 
put any one in his Place,that had not Right from God, or that was unquali- 
Fred? Or might they have forbidden the Prieſts the Work appointed 
them by God ? | ibid. p. 22. |] 

9. 7. Whether ſuch as Chriſt's Laws empower to ordain others to the 
Work of the Miniſtry, have. Power from Chrilt to hinder the Ordination 
of ſuch as Chriſt's Laws admit into the Miniftry ? | ibid. p. 25+ ] 

©. 8. Whether the Magiſtrate ( belides the Power of the Temples and 
Tithes, and publick Maintenance and Liberty alſo ) hath the Power of 
Ordination, or Degradation, that no Man may be a true Minilter withour, 
or contrary to his Conſent ? | Sacrileg. Deſert. p. 11. ] Whether were nat 
many of the Non-conformiſt's true Paltors of their (ſeveral Flocks, betore 
they were ſilenced, and caſt out ? | ibid. ] And whether did the cjeting 
them from the Temples and Tithes degrade them, or make them no 
Paſtors to their Flocks ? ( Though Prudence may require Minilter and 
People to conſent to a Diſſolution of ſuch a Relation, when they cannot- 
hold it without greater hurt than benefit.) | ibid. ] 

©. 9. Though Princes or Patrons may. 1. Offer meet Paſtors to the Or- 
dainers and Conſenters to be accepted, when there is.juſt Cauſe: for their 
Interpoſition. 2. And may hinder both Ordainers and People from in- 
troducing intolerable Men. 3. And when a Peoples Ignorance, Wiltul- 
nels, Faction, or Diviſion makes them rcfule. all that are truely fit for them, 
may urge them to accept the beſt, and may poſſeſs ſuch of the Temples, 
and publick Maintenance, and make it conſequently to become the Peo- 
ples Duty to conſent 3 Yet whether Chriſt and his Apoſiles have not ſettled 
the Right of Ordination on the Senior Paſtors or Biſhops, and the Right 
of conſenting in the People ? | Firſt Plea for P.p.33.] And whether any 
Man can be the Paſtor of a Church de jure, or truly de fado; againlt the + 
Church, or Peoples Will, or without their Conſent ? | ibid. p. 25.] As 
the Saying of Cyprian is well known, that { the People have the greateſt 
Power both to chuſe a worthy Prieſt, and to refuſe, or forſake the unwor- 
_ thy, #bid. p. 77- ] And when in England it belongeth, - 1. To the Patron 
to preſent, 2. To the Biſhop to ordain and ihſtitute, and therefore to - 
approve and inveſt, 3. To the People Fare Divino, to be free Conſenters, 
4- And to the Magiſtrate to proteQ, and. judg who -{hall be iproteRed or 
tolerated under him if theſe four Parties be for four Miniſters, or for 
three,. or two ſeveral Men, and -cannot agree in one, Whether the culpe” 
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C205.) 
Souls, 5. And unthankfulneſs for great Mercies, if any of vs ſhall deſere 
our undertaken Office (yea, tho a filencing Dweefan ſhould forbid us the 
exerciſe of it, unjulily.? Cacriledg. Deſirt. p. 25, z0.} WA | 

9. 13. If Rulers may ftlence the faithful Minifters of Chriſt, who know- 
eth where to bound his Obedience to ſuch Sileacers? If a 1000 or 2000 
faithful Miniſters muſt ceaſe Preaching, when {o forbidden, why not 3006 ? 
why not 4000 ? If halfa Kingdom can you ſatisfy the Conſciences. of the 
other half, that they muſt not do fo too 3 and fo all Chriſtian Kingdoms 

conform to Mxſcovy, when the Prince commandethit? And if a 1090 or 
2000 or 3000 Pariſhes muſt chuſe the apparent hazard of their Souls, and 

refuſe ſuch helps as Experience certifieth us they greatly need, in Obedi- 
ence to Man, why muſt not the reft of the Pariſhes do fo alſo ? Mayl give 
2way the needful helps to my Salvation, becauſe others have them ? ſhould 
cheir Salvation ſatisfy me inſtead of mine own ? | Firſt Ples for Peace, p. $9, 
90.] Whether ſhould Men perſuade the poor to tamifh, rather than againk 
Law to beg 3 becauſe if thouſands of them dye of Famine, yet other People 
axe ſupplied ? [ i. p. 102. } 

Y. 14. Whether the antient Chriſtian Paſtors preached not againſt the 
Will of Princes for 300 years ; and after that againſt the Will of Chriſtian 
Princes (as Conftantius, Valens, Theadofine junior, Valentinian, &c. ) And 
whether not only Apofiles ſaid, that God was to be obeyed rather than 
Men 3 but ſuch as Timothy (who was ordained by Man) :were not firiftly 
charged before God and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who will judg the living 
and dead at his appearing, and Kingdom, to preach the Goſpel, and be 
inſtant in ſeaſon, &c. | ib. p. 226,227.] 

9. 15.Whether any Man hath Authority to forbid a Faithful Miniſter of 
Chriſt, who forfeiteth not his Office-Power,to perform the Office to which 
he is ordained ? And whether ſuch remain not under a Divine Obligation, 
which Man's Law cannot diffolve ? Whether it be not right,as Biſhop Bilſor 
faith, [ If Princes forbid us, we muſt go on with our work ?] What if an 
Interdi& filence all the Miniſters in a Kingdom? Muſt all obey ? What if 
it filence more than can be ſpared without. the Churches wrong ? And 
whoſe Laws be they, that would fo bind.?* Is .it Infidel Princes or only 
Chriſtians? Is it Papifts, &c. ' or only the' Orthodox? Maſt God* ask 
leave-of Rulers to be worſhipped as God? Hath: God made Men Judges 
whether the Goſpel ſhall be preached or not 3 or' whether People ſhall be 
Saved, or left to periſh in their Ignorance and Sin ? And how cometh the 
Orthodox to be authorized to do Miſchiet,or to forbid; the needful preach- 
ing ofthe Goſpel,- any more than an Heretick ?- or a Chtiftiary more. than 
an Heatlicn ? Is he not bound to do more good than they; rather than au- 
thorized to do more hurt ? [ 4nſi. tg Dr. Sil. Ser... p. 84, 85, or 78,79. ] 
ce allo p. 21. P DS. 16. 
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( 107 ) 
Churches ſhould be” conſirained-to adminiſter Sacraments to any againſt 
theix Conſciences ?: Whether it he not their Office to-be-Judges, who is to 
be baptized, and to communicate? | 1b, p. 123.] | 

9. 20. It any be urged to take a Re-ordination againſt theix Judgments, 
whether Morals muſt not be preferred before Rituals, and Rityals never fect 
againſt them ? And whether they ſhould got be of this Mind, that deny 
the Scriptures to have unchangeably fixed all Rituals 3 and yet confeſs that 
Morals are fixedly determined 2 | 1b. p. 214, 215] Is it not contrary to 
the- temper of the Goſpel, which ever ſubjeReth Ceremonies, Rites and 
External Orders, to Morals,and to Man's Good, and the great Ends ? | 1b, 
third Part, p.81.} 

9. 21. When the moſtlearned, ſober, judicious Conformiſts, differ not 
at all from us about the Matter it ſelf, to which we deny Conformity 3 - but 
confeſs it to.-be unlawful -(as-to the hardeſt Points of the impoſed Subſcrip- 
tions,. Oaths, Declarations, and Covenants) and only take the Words in 
ſacha Sence, in which we ouz ſelves could take them, were we perſuaded 
that it was indeed the true meaning of them 3 Query hereupon, How it 
comes to paſs that they, (who are as much as we againſt that Sence which 
wediſown, and agree with us in the Matter ) ſhould deſerve Liberty, Ho- 
nour and Preferment, for otherwiſe interpreting the Words of the Law, 
which the Lawgivers themſelves will not interpret 3 when our Suppolition, 
that the Law-makers mean properly as they ſpeak, is taken to deſerve 
Scorn, Silencing, &c. from them that will not expound their Words to 
us? | Judgment of Non-conformiſts in Second Plea, &c. p. 116, 117.] And 
ſeeing (as thoſe worthy Conformitſts mult grant) that it the Words of the 
Laws be properly to be underſtood, and not with their Limitations, then 
the Conformilts are in the wrong, and the Non-conformilts in the right 3 
whether it be not Juſtice to tell the World, and write it on our Croſs,that 
we arelilenced, &c. becauſe we dare not take Oaths and Covenants impo- 
ſed in Terms excluding Limitations and Exceptions, in a limited, ex- 
cepting Sence,without the Explication of the Law-makers?[ ib.p.120,121,] 

9. 22. Suppoſe the Sin were on the filenced Minilters part, yer 
if their Errour be in a ſmall and difhcult Matter, not deſerving filen- 
cing, ( as theirs, Rom. 14; about Meats and .Days, &c. ) whether it 
may not-bea far greater Sin, and Schiſm in the Silencers, than in them ? 
[ Firjt Plea for Peace, p. 116.] Tho the Magiſtrate ought to filenCt all 
Preachers, that after due Admonition, ſo groſly misbchave themſelves in 
Dodtrine, Worſhip, or Converſationgas to be the Plagues of the Churches, 
and.to do apparently more hurt than good 3 yet as to all worthy and able 
Minitters, it they commit any Fault, whether they ſhould not be puniſhed 
only as other Subjects, with ſuch Penalties, as ſhall not by Glencing or 
42 reliraint 
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( 709 ) 
tetting in ſuch Presbyters into the Church, as of enduring holy fairhful 
Men, thatfear a Lie, or Oath, or Saperſtition ? | 1b. p. 164. 4 55.] 

 &:27.: Whether every Man hath not Sins of Ignorance, and fore de- 
gree of Error? And whether have not ſome Faithful Men more than o- 
thers ? Anddo they not take ſome Sins to be Duties, or no Sins ? | Way 
of Concord, p. 181.) And whether he that maketh a Canon to Silence, or 
Excommunicate, or caft out Men for a Fault common to all Preachers, 
Chriſtians and Men, doth not make a Canon to Silence or ca(t out all Prea- 
chers, Paſtors, and Men? And if we deſerve to be caft out of the Church 
and Kingdom in the caſe of Non-conformity to the preſent Impoſitions, 
whether it be not either becauſe we are weak, or ignorant, or wicked ? 
And whether we may not here profeſs to the World our-jayful conſent to 
be filenced and baniſhed, on condition that the Dioceſans will effeually 
provide, that none more-Weak, move Ignorant,and-more Wicked, ſhall be 
tolerated in Church and Kingdom when we arc gone,and that no detriment 
ſhall befal his Majefties Dominions by the diminution of his Subjects ? - 
| Second Plea for Peace, p. 164, 165, $57, 58.] 

DB: 28, . Whethera diverſity of Circumiiances and indifferent Modes -in 
divers Churches or Pariſhes, and ſometimes m the-ſame Church, be ſuch a 
dreadtul Miſchief, as fome frightful Paſtors would make themfclves and 
othcrs believe? Or whether it be to be compared with the conſequents of - 
unneccflary Impoſiti.ns ? | Second Ples for Peace, p. 15%. $ 44.) 

9. 29, .Whether was there no difference in their Forms or Modes of 
Worthip, between Bafil at Ceſares, and the Church at Neocafereas and be- 
tween Rome and Millanez and between almoſt all the Catholick Biſhops 
for many hundred years ? And whether is there not ſo now, one Pariſh- 
Mini(ter praying freely in the Pulpit before and after Sermonz -anocher bya 
Form 3 a third biading Prayer before, &c. | Saeril.Deſert. p. 34.] Andis- 
not difference in many points of Dodrine as great a difference, as uiing and- 
not uſing ſome of the Liturgick Forms and Ceremonies ? | 4nf. to Dr. Stil, 
Serm. p. 46,or 48. } 

Y. 30, Whether the preſent full Conformity required, will ever be the 
Termsof the full defirable Unity and-Concord of the Chriſtian-Proteſtants 
in his Mejclties Dominions? -Whethex it benot morally in-poſſible to bring - 
all good Chiittians Judgments to hold all this Conformity lawful? And 
whether it be not as-impoſhble to bring them all to conform to that which 
they judg unlawful ? | Second Plea for Peace, p. 172.9 80. } Whether there 
is a greater difference vf Viſages, than of Intellectual Apprehenfions ? 
{ Way of Concord, p.-$1.] And while there will be difference in Judgment 
(even among Uhnitians, and good ant tolerable Chriſtians) whether can 
other be expeRted, than that there will be alſo dificrence in Proteihons,and 
in 
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( 111) 
chat the Charch ſhould now unite -upon ſuch Terms, as it never united- 
before ? ( Second Plea for P. p. 152, 153.) 

9. 35» Whether-Chriſt himſelf hath not inſtituted the Baptiſmal Cos | 
venant ( Meat. 28.19. ): to be the Title of vifible Members of the: Church, 
and the Symbol by which they ſhall be notified ? and hath not command- 
ed all the baptized, as Chriſtians, to love each other as themſelves; and: 
though weak in Faith, to receive one another, as Chriſt receiveth us, but 
not to doubtful Diſputations,: and ſo-farias they have attained,to walk by: 
the ſame Rule ( of Love and Peace). and not to deſpiſe or judg each 
other for tolerable Differences ?- - And. whether any mortal Man hath 
Power to abrogate theſe Terms of Church-union and Concord which Chrift 
hath made? (Firſt Pleg for P. pa 34.) | 

©. 36. Whether Chriſt, who made the Baptiſmal Covenant, the Teſt 
and ſtanding Terms of Entrance, did fet up Paftors over his Churches, to 
make new and.ſiricter Terms and Laws 3 or to preſerve Concord on the 
Terms that he had founded it, and to ſee that Men lived in Unity and 
Picty according to the Terms of the Covenant, which they: had entered ? 
( Second Plea for P. p.154.) And when they have as Miniſters, not as 
Lords, received Men on Chrift's Terms, whether they may:excommuni- 
cate and turn them out again for want of more, or only for violating theſe? 
( ibid. P. 155 ) 

9D. 37. Whether it be not a ſtrange Contraricty of ſome to themſelves; 
who judg that all-Infants of Heathens, Jews, Turks, or wicked Men, 
are. without Excep:ion to be taken into the Church, it any ignorant 
Chriſtian will but offer them, and ſay over. a few Words 3 and the Adukt 
alſo, if they.can but ſay over the Creed by rofe, and a few Words: more, 
(that would hll the Church with Enemies of Chriſt 3 ) and yet when Men are 
in, deny them Communion, unleſs they. will firictly come up to many 
humane unneceſſary Impolitions3 as if tar. firicter Obedience to Men 
( perbaps in Uſurpations.) was neceſſary, than to Jeſus.Chrilt ? ( Way of 
Concord, p. 118, $, 10.) 

2..38. Whether the univerſal Church had not Unity long upon the 
Terms of Baptiſm and the Creed and Scriptures, without any other Sub« 
ſcriptions, Oaths, or other Protethons made neceflary to Communion ? 


And whether it ever had Union upon ſuch additional Terms of-new-Pro>. 


fclhons, Subſcriptions: and. Oaths, as moſt Churches now-impoſe:and. re- 
quire ? Whether. they departed- not-from Unity and- Concord (ind fo 
continue dividcd to this day ) when they departed .txom the antient Sims 
plicity, and the primitive Terms ? ( ibid, p.157. $. 42.) And whether 
thoſe Paſtors who will make Canons, that all! Engl. Proteſtants ſhall a> 
gree in Subſcciptions, Protelliogns, Oaths, Forms: and Ceremonies — 
they 


tem 
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( 113) 
Law of God, neceſfary to Church-Unity and Communion ? ' And whether 
the grand Schiſmaticks of the World are 'not the- Engineers that fabricate 
needleſs, impoſſible, dividing Texms and Conditions of Unity and Com- 
munion ? ( Anſw, to. Dr. Sill, Serm. p. $8, or 82.) 

©. 41. Whether it be not enough, that we arc united and agreed with 
thoſe that differ from us, in more than Circumſtances; and that we will 
hold Concord with all in Faith, Love, and Communion 3 (if they will 
admit us without our ſinning) upon the ' Terms fet down by the Holy 
Ghoſt and the Apoſtles, As 15. 28 ? And if no Men muſt be of the ſame 
Church or Kingdom, that have any difference 3 yea, as great as can reaſon- 
ably be ſuppoſed in the meer Non-conformiſis, whether any two Men can 
be of the ſame Church, or Kingdom, except you will compole it of ſuch 
as hold nothing unlawful, and conſequently nothing morally good, 
which is no Church ? | Judgment of Non-conformiſts in ſecond Plea for Peace, 

, 85, $6, 

/ © wr Whether the long and ſad Experience of all the Chriftian 
Churches, which have been divided by unneceflary human Impotlitions,and 
the Voice of all wiſe Peace-makers in all times, who have til] called for 
[ Unity inthings neceſſary, Liberty in things unneceſſary, and Charity in both ] 
do not leave thoſe that yet will not be perſwaded to theſe Terms, as inex> 
cuſable Perſons as almoſt any in the World z worſe than'thoſe Phyſicians, 
that would uſe all thoſe things as the only Remedies, which have killed all 
that ever took them? | Second Pleg for Peace, p. 155. $34] 15 ng 

©. 43. Whether they that confeſs, that for the Communion of all the 
Churches, there are no Terms like theſe now mentioned, ſhould be more 
cruel to their own at home, turning them out of their Father's Houſe for 
every Ceremonial Difference? Whether a Paſtor ſhould not love his own 
Flock, as well as the People of a Forreign Land? | Ib. p. x55, 156. $ 35.] 
And whether it be not a Schiſmatical Opinion, .that tho Churches of many 
Kingdoms may charitably differ.in Ceremonies and indifferent things 3 yet 
none in the ſame Kingdom ſhould be ſuffered fo to differ ? Whether the 
Apolile Paul gaye not the Paltors and ;People of the ſame Church of. Rome 
thoſe Precepts of forbearing and receiving Niſſentersinithings indifferent ? 
[Way of Concord third;Part, p.106«}1 1 (oo SH | 

9.44. Whether Uniformity in Circumſlantials, and in External Polity, 
be any more than a Carkaſs or Image of +Unity,. without uniting Love 
(which is its Soul?) Whether all Union ingEvil, or:in unneceſſary Circum- 
ſtantials, which is managed. to the ditnjnuttion of Chriſtian Love, are, any 
more tothe Churchythan as the Glory of adorned Gleathing,or Mppuments, 
or Pictures toa Carkaſs?. [Jb, p. 66. lt 12d Too or 1) 
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| _—_ | | 
Terms of Church-Union and Concord be not the certaineft Engines of 
Schiſm? [ Way of Concord, p. 121.9 11.] Is itnot a ſhameful thing to hear 
and read Mens tragical out-crys againſt n«ceſfary Toleration (which Chri- 
ſtianity and Humanity plead for) while they are the cauſes of that which 

they exclaim againſt? If diverſity in Religion be ſuch an Evil, whether 

ſhould Men cauſe it by their unneceſſary Laws and Canons, and making 

Engines to tear the Church in pieces, which by the antient Simplicity, and 
commanded mutual Forbearance, would live in ſuch a meaſure of Love and 

Peace, as may be here expected ? | 1b, p. 272. ] 

. 50, Tho it be a Sin not to joyn with a leſs worthy Miniſter, ard a 
leſs orderly Mode of Worthip, when we can have no better 3 yet whether 
is it rot allo a Sin to tye our (elves ordinarily to fuch, when we may have 
better lawfully, that is, conſideratis conſiderandis, upon terms whereon it will 
not do more hurt than good ? | Sacril, Deſert. p. 76.] 

©. 51. Tho it be granted, that ſuch are juſtly condemned by God, that 
repent not, tho they had but a Reader : And thar they ſhould be thankful 
for ſo much in ſuch Churches where they can have no better 3 yet whether 
is it in the power of any Man juſily to forbid them better, when God pro- 
videthit? And whether mult they obey ſuch a prohibition, as ſuch? (Tho 
Prudence may diſcern forbearance to be a Duty, when the hurt would be 
greater than the good.) | Firſt Plea for Peace, p. $5.] NN 

9. 52. Whether Parith-Bounds of Churches be of Divine Inſtitution, 
and unchangeable, or only of human prudential Conltitntion ? | $ zeril. 
Deſert. p. 10. ] Can any Proof be produced, that ever God determined, 
the Churches ſhould neceſſarily be individuated by Parifh-Bounds.or Limits 
of Ground 3 and that Men in the ſame Limits might not have divers Bi. 
ſhops, and be of divers particular Churches ? | Firſt Pita, &c. p. 1 3-7 
Whether is ſuch a dittribution of Pariſhes, a thing of abfolute necctfity to 2 
Church, or only as the general Rules of Order and Edihcation do ordina- 
rily in Chrittian Kingdoms require it ? And whether can we be bound to 
ſuch humane diliribution agamſt any of Chritft's own Laws and Predetermi- 
nations or when any changes turn them againſt the good Ends for which 
they aremade ? Whether can humane Church-Laws bind to Obedience, 
when they are notoriouſly againlt the Laws of Chriſt, or againſt the Com- 
mon ED or are made by Ufurpation without Authority thereto ? { ibid, 
Þ. 31,32. de Robo 

9. 53. Whether are the Biſhops that dwell in London-Pariſhes ( or 0- 
thers ) Members of the Pariſh-Church where they dwell? If not, whc- 
ther dwelling in the Pariih makes a Chriſtian a Member of the Pariſh- 
Church? If not, what makes a Member, and how are the Paſtors ſpecial 
Flock truly known to him from others ? If the Biſhops be Members, Doth 
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it , C 16 ) 
the Canon that forbids Men to go from their own Pariſh-Churches, extend 
to the Biſhop? And to whom fhallwe preſent the Biſhop for not coming to 
Church, 'or for his Crimes ? What ? to himſelf? | Defence of the Plea for 
Peace, Þ. 110, 111. ] 

©, 54. Whether a Miniſtry be not ordinarily necelary to the propagating 
of the Goſpel, and the ſaving of Souls? (See Rom. 10. 14, 15.) [ Sacril, 
Deſert. p. 9.] If Men can ſpare the Miniſtry, why are they maintained ? If 
they are necdful for the ſafety of Mens Souls, muit ſo many thouſands ha- 
zard their Souls, for want of ncedtul help? | Anſw, to Dr. Stil. Scrm. p. 
52, 0r 54. |] And whether is there not need of a far greater-number of Afſſi- 
fiants, than all the preſent Non-conformitis ? | Sacril. Deſert, p.10.] And 
what hain is there in the Non-conformitts preaching, where the tenth 
Perſon cannot come to Church, if they would ? | Sacril. Deſert. p. 12. ] And 
what may we think of ſuch, as had rather 10000 Perſons ftayed idly ar 
home, or went to Sports or Drinking, in Stepay-Pariſh, or Giles Cripple- 
gate, or Sepulchers, or Martins in the Fields; &c. than that any Non-con- 
tormilis ſhould preach to them ? (See I Theſs. 2. 15,16-) [ 7b. p. 13. ] When, 
in London it is conjectured that not above the 7th or 8th part of the Inhabj- 
tants can come to hear in the outer Pariſhes, and it the other 6 or 7 parts 
ſhould {cck for room in the empticr Churches within the Walls, it cannot 
be ſuppoſed that above one part of thoſe 6 or 7 would hnd room ; and. fo 
if all be ſet together, it may be ſuppoſed that there is place but for about 
the 5th or 4th part at molt of all the People in all the Parith-Churches with- 
in and without the Walls: and London is to be denominated rather from 
three, four, or five parts than from one of theſe : and the great Pariſhes, 
where one of twenty cannot hear, are far off from the Churches that have 
room, and thoſe that have molt need, have leaſt delire of the Means 3. 
Deere, Whether the famouleſt and happieſt City tor Religion in the World 
ſhould thus be left to turn Infidels, Pagans, Atheills, or be kept from all 
publick Worſhip of God ?: | Firſt Plea,. &c. p. 239.] And whether moſt 
great Pariſhes (eſpecially in Cities and great Towns) have not more Souls 
which call for miniſterial help, than Contformiſtsand Non: conformiſts, if 
they (ah joined, are well able to afford neceſlary help to? [ i. 
P.229. 

©. 55. Whether many in place arc-not groſly deteGive in the neceſſary 
Qualthcations for their Office, (and conſequently in the diſcharge of the 
ſame ?) | Sacriledg, Deſert. p. 10.) And can any Man prove, that if the Pa- 
riſh-Minifter cannot, or will not baptize his Children, he muſt not. get a« 
nother to do it,yea,a prohibited Minifter,rather than they ſhould be unbap- 
tized 3 and yet that it the Pariſh- Church cannot receive him, or the Paſtor 
cannot, Or will not do the Otiice ot a Paltor for him, he muſt be without 
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Preaching, Worlhipping God, and Paſtoral overſight ? | Firſt Pleay &c. SF ol 


p. 103.] And when the Biſhops hold ita Duty to avoid a Non-confor- 


; miſt that hath not their Licenſe is there not as much to be ſaid for avoid- 


ing a wicked Prieſt, who (it is ſure) hath not Chriſt's Licenſe, and: is.a 
Non-conformiſt to his Laws? | 1b. p. 111.] When Pope Nichols and ſoc 
of the Popiſh Councils forbad all Men to hear Maſs from a fornicating, 
Prieſt, Whether ſhould not Proteſtants be as ſirict? And whether is it nut 
as lawful to depart from the Pariſh-Prieſi for beivg a Drunkard, a Scorner 
at Godlineſs, a Perſccutor, an inſuffcient Guide of Souls, as for being a 
Fornicator? And whether many Councils do not forbid hcaring Hereticks? 
[ Way of Concord, third Part, p. 8. F. 2c. ] 
©. 56. Whether this Argument be not good, our neceflity requireth 
Paſtoral overſight, and Chrilt commandeth us to uſe it, when we may have 
it: But from this publick Miniſtcr we cannot have it : Therefore 
we muſt ſcck it where we can? | Firſt Plea, &«c. p. 100. ] And 
whether People are: not deprived of Paſtoral overſight as from the al- 
lowed Miniſter, 1. When publick Paſtors are at fo great a diſtance from 
them, as that ſuch Paſtors cannot come to them, nor they and their Fami- 
lies go fo far, without ſuch colt and pains and loſs of time as will deprive 
them of the Benefit. 2. WhenPariſhes are ſo great that the allowed Pa- 
ſtors cannot preach to halt, or a fourth, or tenth part, and cannot vilit half 
the fick, &c. 3. Where the allowed Paſtors are (o flothful or proud,that 
they will not condeſcend to ſuch Offices of perſonal Help as the People have 
need of, eſpecially to the poorer fort, - 4. Where they are young, raw, or 
ignorant, unable to counſel People, as their neccthties require in order to 
their Salvation. 5. Where they are fo profane and malignant, that if 
poor People come to them with Caſesof Conſcience, or for Counſel what 
they mult do to be Saved, they will but deride them, and would make them 
believe that to be ſollicitous about Salvation, and afraid of Sinning, and 
ſeriouſly Godly, is but to be Hypocrites, Mclancholly or Mad. 6. Where 
they are Heretical, and not to be truſted in point of Faith? When in ,any 
of theſe Cafes the People, or part of themare deprived of that Paſtoral 
Help, which their neceſſity requireth, and God commandeth; whether 
may they not (eek it where they can beſt have it? [ Ib p. 100, 101,102. ] 
Whether many Souls are not like to be fed, or famiſhed, and conſequently 
to liveor die, as Non-conformiſts do their Duty, or negle&-it ? | Sacrel, 
Deſert. p. 84. | And whether if the poor were famiſhing about us, any Law 
of Mans can diſoblige us from relieving them? | 1b.'p. 85.] 
©. 57. Ifthey that are vowed to the Miniſtry, are bound to-exercife the 
Miniſtry (and otherwiſe would be ſacrilegious and cruel to Souls) can they 
reach without Auditors? Ard can thoſe Auditors be no Con2regation ? 
Ib. p. 70. } 9.'53. 


x ( 119 ) 
Danger, and moſi compaſſionate over Peoples Souls ? | Sacril. Deſert. p, 
135. | And whether had they not healed all our Breaches, if they had pe- 
tioned, and prevailed but for theſe two things, vis. 1, That the door 
of Entrance might not have been barred by any other Subſcriptions, Pro- 
fuMons or Oaths, than what were uſed in the Churches of Chrifi, till the 
Exaltation « f the Papacy { for 600 Years ) beſides the Oaths of Allegi- 
ance and Svpreumacy, and the ſubſcribing the Doctrine of the Church of 
England in the 39 Articles, according to the 13th of Queen Elizabeth; 


2. That thoſe ( ſo ſub{cribing ) who dare not uſe the Liturgy and Cere- 
monies, might have leave to preach in the Churches which uſe them, un- 
der Laws which ſhall ref!rain them from all unpeaceable Opp» ſition to 
what they dare not uſe, or to the Government of the Church? { zbid. p. 
136, 137. ] And what but a ſpirit of Envy, or a carnal Intcreſt, croſs to 
the Intcreſt of Chritt and Mens Salvation, ſhovld grudge at their Preach= 
mg, while they are reſpontible for all they ſay, or do amiſs ? | Firſt Plez, 
&C. Pe. 249, 

®. 63. £ 0 the Accufcrs of the Non-conformiſts, who feign ſtrange 
things of them relating to Doctrine and Government ( which they do not 
own ) do not, 1. Eereby render them contemptible and odious, as 
brain-lick Perfons, who keep up a dividing FaCtion, in ſpight of the 
Light and Obligation of the common Principles ot Humanity ard Society ? 
2. And do they not hereby imprint the Stamp of Satan, vis. the hatred*cf 
their Frcthren on the minds of ſuch Hearcrs as will believe them, and re- 
ccive the Impreſs? 3. And do they not hereby fill- Families, Cities and: 
Countries with all that Spawn of ugly Sins, which are the Genuine-Fruits: 
of ſuch Hatred and Contempt 3 and Keep Men alfo from Repentance for 
any thing that they have ſaid or done ( how cruelly foever ) againſt ſuch: 
Miniſters and others, that-are repreſented as ſo odious to them ?* 4. And: 
do they not hereby fortify the Peoples Souls againſt receiving converting, 
or edifying Inſtruftion by ſuch accuſed Minifters? 5. And*do they not 
thus furnith Papiſts, Infidels, and other Adverſaries with matter of Atcufa- 
tion againſt one part of the Miniſters and Servants of Chriſt &e. | Judg- 
ment of Non-conformiſts in Second Plea for Peace. p.21,22. | And whether is 
it not diabolical, for any to be angry, it ( as we have Opportunity ) we-ſo 
fir undeccive the People, as to acquaint them with our Jadgment, and 
the Untruth of what they have believed of us ?-| ibid. p. 85. ] And whe- 
ther we may not {uppoſe, that Satan-is afraid of their Minitiry who hath 
tirred up ſo much Oppolition againſtit ? | Sacre]: Defers. p. 84. ] _ 

9. 64. Whether Popery will come in ever -the-more for-Non-conformiſt's- 
Preaching ? ( Whether ſuch will preach for, or againſtit? ) Orever the 
!s, if they renounce their Miniſtry ?-{ ibid. p.- $2, ] Whether-they thae- 
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Chriſtian Magiſtrates, which are moſt agreeable td their Defues) whether 
ſuch (1 ſay) are juſily accounted Separatiſts ? | Firft Ples-&c. p. 246] 

2. 69, Whether we may not fet up -other Churches, when we are 
neceſſarily kept from thoſe cfiabliſhed by publick Power? | 16b.p. 77.} 
9. 70. Whether it be Schiſm to preach, and gather Churcheh; and 
cle& and ordain Paſtors, and afſemble for God's Worſhip againſt the Laws 
and Will of Heathen, Mahometan, or Infidel Princes that forbid it 3 as 
the Chriſtians did for 300 Years? And if there be the ſame Cauſe and 
Need, whether it be any more Schiſm to do it againſt the Laws and 
Will of a Chriſtian Prince ? For, 1, Are not Chriſi's Laws equally ob- 
ligatory ? %; Are not Souls equally precious? 3. Is not the Goſpel and 
God's Worſhip equally neceſſary? 4. And doth his Chrittianicy enable 
him to E more Hurt than a Pagan may do, or more Good ? [ Ibid. p. 
51, 52. 

. 71. If Competent Paſtors be ſet over halt the Pariſhes in a Kingdom, 
and the other half hath incompetent Menz or it nine Parts of a Kingdom were 
competently ſupplied,and but the tenth Part had not ſuch ſet over them, to 
whom the People may lawfully commit the Paſtoral Care of thew' Souls, 
whether is it Schiſm, or whether is it not a Duty for thoſe that are de- 
ftitute, to get the beſt Supply they can? And whether is, it Schiſm,' or 
whether is it not a Duty for faithful Miniſters, though forbidden by Su» 
periours, to perform their Office to ſuch People that defire it ? | Ibid. p. 
83. | If the Magiſtrate appoint 20000, or 100co, or one half of a Parith 
to be excluded for want of Room, and Teachers, is it not ill ſuppoſed 
that the Goſpel is truly and ſufficiently preached to them, to whom it'is' 
not preached at all? Or doth it prove it not neceſſary to them, tha it 
is preached to others? [ Anſc to Dr. Stil, Serm. p. 22.] And whether is not 
the general Ordination of Miniſters with the Peoples Necelfity and Con=- 
ſent, added to God's general Commands to all his Miniſters, to be faich» 
ful and diligent, a ſufficient obliging Call to: ſuchi Miniftration, without: 
the Will of ( prohibiting ) Superiours, yea, agiinfi it ? - And brtherwiſe 
doth it not follow, that it is at the Will of 'a Man, whether Souls ſhalt: 
be ſaved or damned ? ( for how ſhall ' they believe; mnkcſs they hear?” 
And how ſhall they hear without a Preacher ? ) and at the?Will of Man, 
whether Chriſt ſhall have-a Church, and- God be/publickly- worſhipped; 
ornot? [-Firft Plea, 8c." ps 48. ] And whetlier: dath\notthe indiſpentible! 
Law of Nature oblige {every "Man acchtdi g to'his Place and Calling, his: 
Ability, -and Opportunities, 6:6 his Be to propagate Chriſt's.Golſpel,» 
and'toſave Mens Souls; as much and*tnore that-to-feed Mens Bodies and! 
favetheir Lives? And whether wwe -not'Minifiers '{pecially- obliged: to do 


it ( by their Calling ) RS IE ?.\ - Þ :- 
| . 72, 
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Proximity and: Relation to the pan Chats make them! capable of 
perſonal Communion in due ſeafons with" the whole Parifh ( at leaft per 
vices ) in thoſe Churches, and in their Converſation 3 and as a ſingle Con» 
ercgation may pradently,in Perſecution, or foul Weather, meet oft=times 
in ſeveral] Houſes 3 ſo gyhy might not * the great Church of Feruſalem 
( which yet cannot be proved a quarter fo big as ſome of our Parifhes ) 
hold their publick Mectings oft at the fame time in divers Houſes, 
when they had no Temples, and yet be capable of perſonal Communion, 
as before deſcribed ? | ibid. p.43, 14.] And when the learned Dr. Ham- 
mond on 1 Tim. 3. faith, The Church of the Living God, was every ſuch 
regular Aſſembly of Chriſtians under a Biſhop ( ſuch” as Timothy was) an 
Oeconomws (et over them by Chriſt, &c. doth he not here ſuppoſe, ( as he 
elſewhere (heweth ) that defatio, Epiſcopal Churches were in Scripture- - . 
times but fingle Congregations? Then whether.is the new Form of Con- 
pregations jure divino, when they become but parts of a Biſhops Church ? 
And may we not query the ſame of the new Form of a Dioceſan Church ? 
( ibid. p. 5, 6.) And doth not Ignatius expreſly make one Altar, and one 
Biſhop with Presbytcrs and Deacons, to be the Note of a Churche's Unity 
and Individuation ? ( Whence learned Mr. Joſeph Mede doth argue ir, as 
certain, that then a Biſhop's Church was no other than ſuch as uſually 
communicated in one place ) ( ibid. p. 17.) And fee ( Anſ. to Dr. Still. 
Yerm: P. 75+. OT 69, ) = | 
9. 75. And ſeeing it cannot be proved,that God hath inſtituted any other 
than Congregational, or Parochial Churches ( as for preſent Communion ) 
wheher n.ult it not follow, that none of the reſt infiituted by Man, have 
| Power to: derrive ſuch fingle Churches of any of the Priviledges granted 
them by Chrili? And whereas Chrili hath made the Terms of Catholick 
Communion himſclt, and hath commanded all ſuch to.worſhip him pub- 
tickly in holy Communion under faithful Paſtors,choſen,or at leaſt confented 
to by themſelves ( which was the Judgment of the Churches many hun- | A 
dred Years) whether can any humane Order or Power deprive them _ 
of any of this Benefit, or diſoblige them from any of this Duty, by juſt 
| Authority ? ( Way of Concord, p. 111. $. 13. ) 
| 9. 76. Then it any Prince would'turn his Kingdom,or a whole Province 
| into one only Church 3 andthereby overthrow all the firſt Order of Churches 
of Chriſt's Inſtitution, - which are:aſſociated for perfonal-preſent Commusz 
nion, allowing them no Paſtors that' have the Power of the Keys; or all 
| eſſential: to-their Othce z though he ſhould allow Patrochial Oratories, 
or Chappels, which ſhould bemo true Churches, but parts ofa Church 3 
| Whether were it Schiſm' to gather Churches within ſuch a'Church, againſt 
the*Laws of fuch-a Prince? Ie Plea, '&c. P- 52») -Or whether hath ; 
| | | 2 God : 
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( 125 ) 
Aggravation of Separation, and the local preſence of an InfideLor n—___ 
would be a leſs ſeparate ſtate, than the abſence of their Friends ? If "* a 
latter (which is certain) then will it not follow, that if we @n prove the 
Aſſemblies lawful which they condemn, they are the true Separatiſts that 
conderan them, and deny Communion with them, declaring i it unlawful? 
[ Anſw. to Dr. Stil. Serm. p. 47, Or 49. } 

2.80. And whether is not the Separation of whole Churches much 
worſe than of ſingle Perſons from one Church, when it is upon unwarrant+ 
able Cauſe, or Reaſons? | 7h. p. 31.] (Now, how many of the Difſenters | 
frequently communicate with them, while they generally refuſe, ſhun, 
and condemn our Aſſemblies?) Are there no true Churches to be found 
in the World, that have no Biſhops (of a ſuperior order over Paſtors ?) 
AAd were there not true Churches in England in that long Interval of E- - 
piſcopal Government? And are not they as juſtly to be charged with | 
Schiſm, and Separation from thoſe true Churches, which were before the 
re-eſtabliſhment of Epiſcopacy, as they that are commonly charged by: 
thoſe ron ,and Invaders of other Mens Rights ? | Vid. Sacril, Deſert... 
P. 60, 

2. $1. Seeing the Univerſal Church is certainly the higheſt Species, 
whether have any Authority,on pretence of narrower Communion in low- 
ex Churches, to change Chriſt's texms of Catholick Communion, or to des» 
prive Chriſtians of the right of being loved and received by each other, or 
to diſoblige them from the duty of loving and receiving each other ? Whe- 
ther can humane Power made by their own Contracts, change Chriſt's 
Laws, or the Priviledges or Forms of Chrilt's own Churches? | Way of 
Concord, p. 111. $. 14. 

9. $2. Whether the greateſtand commoneſt Schiſm be-not by c_ 
Laws and Canons, which cauſleſsly filence Miniſters, ſcatter Flocks, an 
decree the unjuſt Excommunication of Chriſtians,and deny Communion to 
thoſe that yicld not to finful, or unneceſſary, ill-made Terms of Commu- 
nion ? | ibid, third Part, p. 13. $.43.] And if any proud,paſſionate,or er- 
roneous Perſon do, as Diotbrephes, caſt out the Brethren undeſervedly, by 
unjult Suſpenſions, Silencings, or Excommunications, whether this be not 
tyrannical Schiſm ? { Firſt Plea, &c, p..41.] And as weſay of the Papifts, 
that they unjuſily call thoſe Men Schiſmaticks, whom they -firſt caſt out | 
themſelves by unjuſt Excommunication 3 may we not ſay fo of any others? - 
eſpecially it cither for that which is a Duty, . or for ſome ſmall miltake, 
which is not in the Perſons power to reQify, no greater than molt-good 
Chriſtians are guilty of, their Church-Law ſays, he ſhall beexcommunicate 
iplo fadto ? ( ibid. p. 104, Seealfo [Anſw. to.Dr. Stil. Serm.- p. 47+ or 49» 
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E C287) Wc 
pouſed Party, which muſt be ſet up to the Oppreſſon of all the reſt, who 
are as wiſe andult, and loyal as they ? | Second Plea, &c. p. 76. $. 24. ] 

$i in neceſſaris fit Unitas, Rb AJ 

In Non-neceſſariis Libertss, | | oF" 

In miriſq, Charitas, p 

Optimo certe loco eſſent res niſtre, 
To make a rounder numb<r I may ad 
and. Indians Advocate] pleading for-t ing of theg:, and fo admit- 
ting them into the Church (a Book lat ed, and Dedicated to the 
Arch. Biſho;» of Canterbury.) Fa 

©, 89. Whether © Is the wilful negie&ing and oppoſing of it, (as he 
*fays in the Title-Page) no leſs than a manifett Apoſtacy from the Chrilii- 
*an Faith? Canno Chriſtian ever juſtity his omitting any poſſible lawful 
** Means for the Advancement of his Religion ? (as he fays, p.91.) Are all 
profeſſed Chriltians abiolately bound in their Places to endeavour the ſame, 
by their Vow in Baptiſm, and their very Proteflion ? , | 

©. 90. Then are they not bound in their Places to endeavour the, Ad- 
vancement of Religion, as well at home, as abroad? And do they not owe 
as much Service herein ( for Chriſt's fake ) towards their own Country- 
men, as towards Strangers ? Should not Engliſh-men be as well concerned 
for Engliſh-men, as for Indians ? And when the State of Religion 1s fo viſt- 
bly declining in England (Atheiſm, Ignorance, Error, Profaneneſs, Po- 
pery and Superſtition cncreafing and getting up fo faſt amongſt us) ishe- 
for any great Advancement of Religion, that would fend away all Non- 
conforMiſts (it there be thouſands of them) to his Negro's and Indians, for 
this wiſe Reaſon, that © There is no want of their Labours at home ? 


F ['No41'8- 


Mr. M. Goadwyn his | Negro's 1.6, 4 


, 4 


ADVERTISEMENT. __ | 
He Reader is defired to rake notice that theſe Papers were ſent to: London, by the An 
- thor, on the larter end of February, or beginning of March laſt, bur by reaſon of the. __... 
multiiude of Pamphlets, they could nor get through the Prefs ſooner. - T 
The [ngenuous Reader is alſo defired to paſs by the Erraragthe Authag being remote from 
the Preſs. thefe few he hath obſerved in ſome of the Sheets he hath cen, v-2. * 


ERRAT A. 


Age 5.1. 6 r, above. PÞ. 20.1. 24.r. do y0u wot, P. 21.1. 12.7, Wager, Pont]. 22 tt A 

r, Contrarywiſe, P: 23.1, 24, r. 4nd, . Pe 24.1. 18. dele, down, P. 28. 1.1, r. Trim FL I0Y 

arior. P.57 1.6.  eagle-feal'd. P. 62.1. 29, I. excite greater, P: 63.1, 24 r. Church |. $/# 

P. 50. |. 30. r. Inobedient/a. D. 72.1, 19, 20.7, betray. P. 81.1. 35,5. for. 'P. 83-1. 365 | l " 
Tr, da he at 4h, ; | 
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